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Capraix Ad upon his 


return. from, Paris (whither he. had been 
upon buſineſs), in the month of September 


mob, confiſting of the Peuple Souverain,.at 
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of the year 1792, was met by a moſt r', 


the entrance of the town of Boulogne, wha, 5 
in terms not the moſt courteous, demanded 255 
his paſſport ? who. he was? Where lie was - ©. 
going? &c. The Captain had, been kog 4 
much accuſtomed to the, manners of theſe | MY 
vereign rulers, during his ſhort reſidence. 1 

in France, to feel any degree of alarm; 4 
and attributed, very juſtly, their exceſſive 5 


vor, 1. e  infolkncs.. 
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inſolence to the elegance of his travelling 
carriage —a circumſtance of itſelf ſufficient 
to ſubject the owner to many inſults, as it 
militated againſt their favourite doctrine of 
equality; though, had they known he had 
purchaſed this elegant equipage at a very 
reduced price, and really travelled in it 
through motives of economy, as it was the - 


| *cheapeſt method of conveying it to England, 
_ they might have treated him with rather 
more indulgence ; for Captain Bloomfield, 


though poſſeſſed of - ſuperior talents at the 


head of his profeſſion, and generally both 
| eſteemed and admired, was by no means 
rich. i | 0 


'He was, at the time our. hiftory com- 


880 about five · and thirty; a fine manly 
figure, and generally wore the undreſs 


uniform of a naval officer, being particu- 


ey larly partial to that coſtume. He had more 
than once repented his cheap bargain before 


he reached Boulogne, as the ſuperior ele- 
Lance of his carriage had ſubjected him to 
"ny more cher ies, and his figure and 

I Nn paſſport 
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paſſport to much ſeverer ſcrutiny than he 
had undergone during his journey to Paris, 
which he had performed with the meſſenger, 
or courier, who conducted the mail. Un- 
fortunately, he was but imperfectly acquaitted 
with the French language; many of his 
ſpecches were therefore miſconſtrued by his 
preſent interrogators, who made a point f 
making out every body but themſelves were 
in the wrong: he was therefore ſoon pulled 
out of his chaiſe, under pretence of ſearching 
under the ſeat for any Ariſtocrat he might 
have thus concealed, or for any treaſures 
he might be endeavouring to ſmuggle out 
of the land of liberty. The Captain did not 
entertain a doubt of being permitted to 
| purſue his way to an inn as ſoon as they had 
gratified their curioſity; ; therefore made 
but little reſiſtance, and uſed the moſt 
conciliatory words his vocabulary afforded 
him, by no means wiſhing to irritate ſuck 4 
band of ruffians ; when unfortunately, one ot 
thoſe diſciples of Roberſpierre, with that true 
fergelty'y which characterized their leader, 
= | demanded 


8 
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*, 


demanded the key of his port- Jeuille. The 
Captain proteſted he had no ſuch thing in 
his. poſſeſſion, upon which he was imme- 
diately aſſailed with the moſt opprobrious 
epithets; this lawleſs ſet having actually 
miſtaken the ſtep of the chaiſe, - which was 
not Jet down, and faced with red Morocco, 


for the port -feville in queſtion; and as, owing 
to the carriage having ſtood by for Gas 


time, the hinges went very ſtiff, they there 
ſore perſiſted there was ſome ſecret ſpring 
they. could not | diſcover. . So abſurd an 
accuſation. flung the Captain quite off his 
guard, and he burſt into a violent fit of 


laughter while be unfolded; the ſtep, which 


had afforded them, ſo excellent an oppor- 
tunity of diſplaying their ſuperior talents for 


_ exerciſing the ſelf-created office of inſpectors, 


which they had aflumed. His mirth, how- 
ever, ſocxaiperated theſe wiſe gentlemen, that 
he was immediately ordered to priſon; and to 


expoſtulate was as vain as it was uſeleſs:— he 
Was hurried, indeed ſcarcely permitted to 


peak, . the bittereſt imprecations, to 
Sn | 8 the 
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the town-houſe, now more frequently uſed 
as a priſon, and there forced into a room 
already crowded with people, who had, like 


| himſelf, been unfortunate enough to offend 


the then rulers of the kingdom ; as this had 
chanced to be one of the many days of riot 


and confuſion which had ſo frequently, 


fince the Revolution, prevailed in France. 

Never had Captain Bloomfield found 
himſelf in a more awkward or uncomſort- 
able ſituation, as none of his fellou- priſoners 


ſeemed to entertain the leaſt hope of obtain- 


ing either juſtice, or a ſpeedy liberation. 
One perſon was magiſtrate to- day, they 


informed him, and another on the morrow 3 
what an honeſt man endeavoured to eſta- 
bliſh, a raſcal immediately overthrew; there 


fore anarchy, riot, and confuſion were the 
order of the day, and particularly agreeable 
to the lower claſſes, who had an opportunity 


of enforcing their maxims of equality, and 


of depriving their ſuperiors of that liberty: 


they affected to ae 46 Lott, 
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'Two parties had been for ſome time 
contending for ſupreme power; and thoſe 
likely' to make the worſt uſe of it, had 
finally ſucceeded in eſtabliſhing their em- 
pire. Their Monarch had, in conſequence, 
been impriſoned, and the ſlighteſt marks of 
commileration for his fate, were ſure to 


expoſe even the moſt zealous partizan for 


their imaginary. pans to the ſawe miſ- 
e N W pie 

For two hours, or more, „ Captain Bloom- 
geld ſat revolving various plans, unable to 
fix upon any, when his reverie was diſturbed 


by a freſh buſtle upon the ſtairs leading to 


dhe room where he was conſined; and he 
vegan to feel his way towards the door, in | 
Hopes he might obtain permiſſion to enter 

upon his defence; though he rather flattered 
nimſelf the noiſe he heard was the fore - 
runner of his emancipation. Before, how- 
ever, he had advanced three ſteps towards 


the door, it flew open with violence; and 


before it cloſed again with the ſame rapi- 
diity, he * ſight of a young | lad, whoſe 
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head appeared tied up, and who was forced 


intothe room with ſuch violence, after ſtagger- 


| ing a few ſteps, he heard him (for he cauld 
no longer diſtinguiſh objects) fall upon the 


floor. The horror he felt, effectually pre- 


vented his intended application to the feel- 


ings of wretches, dead to every ſentiment 


of humanity. | | 
For ſome moments profound filence 


_ reigned among his companions in miſery. 
The firſt ſentence he heard. uttered, was 


in very good Engliſh—*< Merciful God, 
deliver me from this ſavage race, or at once 


put a period to my exiſtence !''—T he Cap- 


tain mentally ſeconded the firſt part of a 


3 


prayer, that he was convinced had beenoffered 
to the throne of mercy by the youth who | 
had fo lately increaſed the number of pri- 


 ſoners, and who continued extended upon 


the floor. where he had fallen. He might 
be a countryman, the Captain thought, in 
which caſe he ſhould probably. be able to 


afford him ſome conſolation; he there 


128 walked tquards the ſpot, from whence 
| #-4. - the 
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the found proceeded, treading with the 

utmoſt caution, and warning his fellow- 
priſoners to take care. Am I deceived,” 

he exclaimed, when lie thought himſelf 
near the youth, © or was it not an Engliſh 

man who was laſt brought in?“ 

A deep ſigh was the only anſwer he re- 
ceived ; he ſtooped down, and felt for the 
perſon he had addrefled, who had crawled, 

and had laid himſelf next the wall. By 

his movement and ' ſighs, the Captain 

ſoon found him, and took bold of his 
hand, which he preſſed very fervently, 


again repeating, «Surely you are an 
Engliſnman ?“ The youth ſigbed out, Ves * 


adding, I believe I am dying ! 1. l 2 

( 4% Barbarous wretches!” exclaimed the 4 
N il humane Bloomfield, « they ſeem neither | 
J lf to reſpe& age nor. ſex; but take courage, 
$ all young man—we muſt be liberated ere long,” : 
or | inſtantly "ſeating himſelf, and taking the p 
209 invalid's head upon his lap, who made no | | 
| - ' reſiſtance, but panted as it were for breath, : 
1 ad ſcarcely evinced he exiſted, but by his | 


815% ye * 4 dies 
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ſighs; while the benevolent Captaln defired 


him to put himſelf in the moſt eaſy poſture 
their ſituation would admit, and had ſoon 
the pleaſure to find his protege had fallen 
into a flumber, though he frequently ſtart- 
ed, and at times moaned as if in pain. 


Bloomfield ſat very uncomfortably; hut was 
ſo fearful of diſturbing the youth, he ſeldom 
ventured to eaſe himſelf by moving in any - 


manner likely to awake him. 
Daylight at laſt dawned through the 


priſon windows, which were ſecured hy 
double iron bars, and he was able to diſ- 


tinguiſh the ſeat ures of a dozen or more 
fellow-priſoners, , whole looks and appear- 
ance beſpoke them to be French; he therefore 


felt far leſs intereſted in their fate, than in 
that of the unknown youth, his countryman. 


The Captain, who; e dreſs and appearance 
led moſt of them to ſuppole him à man of 


rank, was now flattered with hopeg af a 
ſpeedy releaſe ; they only wiſhed they were 


of his nation, and even ventured to enquire 


his addreſs 1 in London, where they hoped, to 
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ſee him © again, and congratulate him and 
themſelves, from having eſcaped out of the 
clutches of theſe modern Goths and Vandals, 

Fully appreciating the motives which 
Induced his companions to treat him with 
ſuch politeneſs, he rather encouraged the 
notion they feemed to. have formed of his 


conſequence, in hopes it might contribute 


to his enlargement ;—but his attention was 
ſoon drawr to another object; the youth he 


was ſo tenderly fupporting, after a few 


uneaſy ſtruggles, raiſed his head, and met 
the eyes of his benevolent' friend, His ſur- 
priſe was very viſible, and he continued to 


gaze till the bows ory aſked him how he 


found himſelf. 
Where am 1?” were his firſt Sons, 


Putting hisright-hand to his forehead, ney 
Sir, are you an Engliſhman ?” 


«Tam, my young friend.“ 
„ Well, J dreamt as much ; I thought I 


Yeats ſomebody talk to me in Engliſh ;— 
but am not I in a priſon ?—Oh yes, theſe 
1 3 confirm oy. ſuſpicions,” 


„Tou 
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Lou certainly are, like myſelf, at pre- 


ſent in confinement; but tell me, are you 1 


an Engliſh boy? ? 
- © Yes indeed, Sir,” n and fixing 
his eyes very ſtedfaſtly upon the Captain, 


| till a violent flood of tears relieved his burſt⸗ 


ing heart“ 
« Never mind, my 3 lad; ha up; 


only have a good heart—l hope we ſhall ſoon - 


be both at liberty. You have friends in the 


3 town of Boulogne, I preſume ?”” 


No, indeed, Sir,“ was the reply, and 


his tears redoubled. I had but one 
friend in the world,” he ſobbed out, „and 


him I ſaw murdered four days ago would 


to Heaven I had ſhared his fate!“ 


% Never give way to deſpair, my lad; 


- you are. reſerved for better things, and ought 


to rejoice,- inſtead of repine, at the diſ- 
penſations of Providence. But you had 


| better. get up, and Rretch your legs;, you 


muſt feel very chilly and - uncomfortable 
from having flept upon this cold floor... 
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Oh Sir! I ſhould have been dead 


before now, if it had not been for you; I 
wiſh I knew how ro make you amends!“ + 


We will talk of that another time,” 


| replied the Captain, aſſiſting him to riſe; 
for he was very wenk and eint He tuen 
| led him to one of the windows, to take a 


more minute ſurvey of his perſon; his 


: manner of addreſs,” and the fecling he had 
diſplayed, having greatly inteteſted him in 


his favour. He appeared about fourteen; 
was tall, and very well made for a youth of 


that age; but was fo covered with ditt, it 
was next to impoſſible either to diſtinguiſh 


his features, or the colour of his cloaths} 
To his forehead was nearly*concealed-with 

a large bloody rag; his hair was alſo 
matted with filth and blood, which, toge< 
ther with the uncouth bandage that ſur- 


rounded his head, rendered him rather a 
diſguſting than an intereſting object, 
Nevertheleſs, Captain Bloomfield was very 
anxious to know ſomething more about 


him, and to learn whether he could be of 


2 3d 


5 any 
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any further ſervice | to him, and how he 
was thus wounded. After looking at 
him for a nioment, he ſaid; You” ſeem 


to have received an ugly cut or blow upon 


your forchead, ae boy; has _ ns 


been done to it?“ 


* No, Sir, but it is very painful. 7 700 
„% How did. you receive it?“ demanded 
the Captain, * WE 
4 J really do not know, Sir; Dre T0 eil it 
four days ago, when my only friend was 


murdered by my ſide.” I believe J was alſo 


left for dead; but when I came to myſelf, 


J left the ton unnoticed, and hoped to 
have reached England, without falling 


in with any more of the d Kam who | 
now rule in France. KIT 
T bis brief account by no means fatisfied 
Captain Bloomfield ; but perceiving none 


of the other priſoners underſtood Engliſh, 
he deſired the youth to tell him ho lie 
really was, and aſſured him he would do every 
thing in his power to ſerve him, adding, 
If I can procure you your liberty, which 1 
flatter 1 I mall be able to do, you 


thall 
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ſhall . accompany me to England. There, 
ſince you meant to proceed thither, I ſup- 
Poſe you have friends, though the ſangui- 
nary monſters, who diſgrace the very cauſe 
they are attempting to eſtabliſh, have de- 
prived you of the one you probably, and with 
reaſon, eſteemed the moſt? But for What 
offence. were you. e hither at mid- 
night ?” 
Disfigured as it was by dirt and blood, 


4 the Captain perceived ſomething very inte - 


reſting in the lad's countenance; a ſort of 


jnnate ſenſe of rectitude gave luſtre to his 


fine dark eyes, while he ſaid, I am ſure, 
Sir, you muſt think me a very bad boy; 
but indeed I have not deſerved the rigorous 
treatment I have undergone. Our Profeſſors 
offended the mob, ſo they vowed vengeance 

| againſt the whole College.” | 
« What College, my lad ? Where did 

. you come from; and how came you, an 

Engliſh boy, to be in F rance during theſe 
troubleſome times, if you have no relations | 


£ in the country ?'!. 
T a” | The 
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me youth appeared confuſed, and for 
ſome time remained ſilent, the tears chaſing 
each other down his cheeks in quick ſuc- 


ceſſion. At laſt he faid, All I can tell 


you about myſelf, I will, Sir; but there are 
things I never will reveal; I would fooner 
follow my dear deceaſed friend to the grave; 
be knew why I have impoſed filence upon 
myſelf, and approved of my motive he, 
however, is no more, and I have now no 
one left at all likely to aſſiſt me; but I am 
tall enough now to enter for a ſoldier, if 


I could but get to ET Oy is what I 


mean to do.“ 


To hear a youth of your age talking 


185 rejoined the Captain, “ greatly ſur- 
priſes me. What ſecret can you have which 
you fancy it neceſſary to conceal? I am fear- 
ful you have been badly adviſed. How 
bes. have you been i in France ?” 


Two years, Sir I loſt all my friends 
in England at that period; and a diſtant. 
relation of my mother's, who was a Profeſſor 


belonging to the Engliſh College at Douai, 


91 7055 oled 


16 kur SAILOR BOY. 


offered to inſtruct : me gratis, if I would 
come over to him. I did as he delired, 
and he. as 1 have already, told. you, was 


murdered four- days ago, becauſe he wrote 
7 ſomething, / againſt,;, the Republicans. I 
Fought in his defence as long as I was able; 


but I was either cut or Knocked. down: at 


laſt, and when I. recovered my lenſes, it 
being early in the morning, I left the town, 


and thought I would try to reach Boulogne, 


where I landed when, I came, over, and 


8 fancied I could find that road without much 
Mifficulty. But 1 dared not purſue my 
Journey by day; ſo when 1 found my way 
iato this town late laſt, nigit, I meant to 


have proceeded to the water-ſide, and to bave 3 
got on board the firſt Englith veſſel that 


would have received me however, L was 
ſoon ſtopped; and dragged to this priſon, 
where I ſhould certainly have dicd,. but .for 
your kindneſs in ſupporting me during the 


night. And now, Sir, I have told you very 


thing I conceive I am at liberty to reveal 
reſpecting myſelf. My name is Edward 
23 Ws Forteſcue; 


— 
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Forteſcue; and if you can procure” my 
releaſe, my gratitude will have no bounds.“ 
Captain Bloomfield had heard: that the 
Profeſlors of Douai had ventured to remon- 
ſtrate, with more ſpirit than prudence, 


againſt the preſent order of things in France; 


he therefore was not at all ſurpriſed to 
learn that ſome of them had fallen victims 
to their well- meant zeal. 

But why did not you return to your 
College, my lad, after your eng 8 death ef. 


he enquired. e 


„My relation and elf bad been ## 
among the laſt to quit it, Sir. 1 knew its 
walls would no longer afford me an aſylum. 
We had intended. to proceed to England, 
but were moſt miſerably prevented, and 1 
ſaw no one | knew when I recovered my 
lenſes z nor did I know, had ] been ſo ins 
clined, to whom to apply for relief. I there 
fore bent. my ſteps, as I told you, len, 


towards England.“; 5 


« Yet you haven no relations there l think 
[ underſtood 3 * / 


| ri 


. - 
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offered to inſtruct me gratis, if I would Fo 
come over to him. I did as he. deſired, 


and he. as I have already told, you, was br” 
murdered four. days ago, becauſe he wrote pre 
ſomething againſt the Republicans. I \lrs 
fought in his defence as long as 1 was able; aga 
but I was either cut or. knocked, down at he 
laſt, and when 1, recovered my leuſes, it 1 
being early in the morning, I left the town, to 
and thought I would try to reach Boulogne, * 
Where I landed when, I came over, and f ©, 
fancied I could find that road without much he 
itficulty. But 1 dared not purſue my Ne 
| Journey by day; ſo when. I found my wayß am 
iato this town late laſt night, I meant to || ya 
have procecded to the water-ſide, and to have W. 
got on board the firſt Engliſh veſlel that 5 but 
would have received me however, Lwas || cy 
ſoon ſtopped, and dragged to this priſon, ſen 
where I ſhould certainly have died, but ſor cli 
your kindneſs in ſupporting me during the fore 
| night. And now, Sir, I have told you every Lov 
thing [conceive I am at liberty to reveal 1 
reſpecting myſelf, My name is Edward u 
o Forteſcue; 
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Forteſcue; and if you can procure” my 
releaſe,” my gratitude will have no bounds.” 
Captain Bloomfield had heard: that the 
Profeſſors of Douai had ventured to remon- 
ſtrate, with more - ſpirit than prudence, 


againſt the preſent order of things in France; 


he therefore was not at all ſurpriſed to 
learn that ſome of them had fallen victims 
to their well-meant zeal. 
But why did not you return to your 
College, my lad, after your bend, $ death ere 
he enquired, = 

„My relation and myſelf bad been 19 
among the laſt to quit it, Sir. 1 knew its 
walls would no longer afford me an aſylum. 


We had intended to proceed to England, 
but were moſt miſerably prevented, and 1 
ſaw no one | knew+ when I recovered my 


ſenſes; nor did I know, had 1 been ſo ins 
clined, to whom to apply tor relief. I chere · 
fore bent. my ſteps, as I told you. lam. 


towards England.“ | 


 * Yet you have no relations there, l think 
I underſtood | * 
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The youth made no reply ; the Captain 


was therefore convinced he had ſome very 


cogent reaſon for being thus reſerved, par- 


_ ticularly at ſuch a moment; and ceaſed to 
preſs him upon the ſubjeR, though his pity 


was rather increaſed by this artleſs tale. He 


could not help fancying he deſcended from a 
good family, as the Profetlors he alluded 
to were all men of ſome rank, whole 


religion forced them to ſeek an aſylum 


abroad; and he preſumed the youth was 


alſo a Catholic, in which caſe he would not 


be permitted to ſerve his country in either 
the military or naval line, which he hinted 
to him as an objeftion to his project of 


mlifting into the land ſervice. © © 

- « vas brought up a Proteſtant, Sir; and 
as my late relation wiſhed me to go into 
the Engliſh Navy, he never even tried to 


convert me. We had a vaſt many boarders , 
who were Proteſtants, as well as myſelf.” * 


“ J am glad to hear it. In what part of 


England were you born?” 


* 3 ; | N « In 


4 
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„„In the north, Sir, and was ſome years 
at a ſchool in Yorkſhire previous to my 
coming to France.“ 

Captain Bloomfield 6 he was very 
averſe to entering into any particulars, likelx 
to lead to a diſcovery of his family, who, 
he began to ſuppoſe, had met with ſome 
misfortunes this youth had-been forbid to 
mention ; therefore he rather admired, than 
condemned, the reſerve he maintained, 


vas determined to procure his releaſe, if either 
ot arguments or bribes had any effect upon 
er the wretches, miſnamed magiſtrates, upon 


ed whoſe pleaſure, he preſumed, it muſt de- 
of pend]; and to take him with him to London, 

from whence he might write to ſome. ac- 
nd quaintance, where he ſhould have it in 
to If his power to put him into a method of 
to getting his bread, without ſuffering him to 


rs, | inlift fora ſoldier, as he had intended. He 
therefore became anxious to. have his 
of | wounds dreſſed, and to procure. him ſome 


refreſhment, which he ſtood very much in 
need of, having only a few ſous in his pocket 
In when 
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when he left Douai, which he had: laid out 


in bread, the only ſuſtenance he had taken 
for the laſt four days, | 

To attend, however, either to the keatth, 
wants, or comforts of | the- priſoners, was 
far beneath theſe new champions for 


liberty; it was therefore near eleven in the 


forenoon before their priſan door was 
opened, and refreſhments offered to thoſe 


who had money to purchaſe them. The 


Captain was the firſt, ſerved, and readily 


procured ſome very tolerable bread and 
wine; and a ſmall quantity of brandy. He 


inſtantly offered ſome of the former to the 
young Edward, Who had already devoured 


the really | tempting rolls with his eyes 


before one was put into his bands; and 
the ſatisfact ion his benefactor felt, in 
having been thus able to relieve a country- 
man in ſuch diſtreſs, more than compen- 
ſated ſor the ſhort conſinement he had 
undergone, and the chagrin this unneceſſary 
delay of his j W had at frſt occaſioned 
4: 1; wc, gui 

Lan N | an 


officer upon duty, 
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Having allowed the youth to make a 
hearty meal,' the Captain turned to the 
who had entered the 
prifon with the people who had brought the 
provitions, and aſked him if he knew 
why he was thus confined hen he ſhould 
be taken before the magiſtrates, or whoever 
was appointed to ſee juſtice properly and 
impartially adminiſtered?“ 

The officer had nothing to do in the 
buſineſs; it was only his duty to ſuffer no 


one to eſcape. 


„ Then provide me with pen, ink, and 
paper, that 1 may vow: the Governor of 
your town in writing,” : 

That was contrary to the orders he had 
received. 

« At all events you may carry them a 
verbal meſſage, .I ſhould ſuppoſe ;. therefore, 
pleaſe to tell them I am in the naval: ſervice 


of Great Britain, whoſe Monarch is not 


- accuſtomed to permit any of his ſubjects to 

be wantonly inſulted in any country; and 

have been impriſoned by a riotous mob, 
, mercly 
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merely becauſe ] could not find a key to the IN it 
ſtep of my carriage, which thoſe wiſe en- ¶ pris 


forcers of your new laws choſe to dignify 
with the name of my port-feni/le ; therefore I ef 

pleaſe to tell whoever commands in Bou- and 

I, logne, that I expect to have a ſpeedy hearing * 

ec 


before the buſineſs becomes more ſerious, 
and bid them recolle& they act under-a the 
ſuperior Power, who will have to anſwer the 


for tlieir miſconduct, though I cannot ſay I bad 
as yet J have any right to complain of their I bou 
injuſtice: but ſhould they neglect my und 
appeal to their underſtandings, after you had] 
have ſtated my caſe to them, their negle& app 
may be attended with very ſerious conſe- 2 
drot 


quences even to the French nation.” 

This ſpirited harangue made ſome im- 109k 
preſſion upon the perſon to whom it was | wor 
addreſſed, and he promiſed to make the his 
Captain's ſituation known to the preſent rous 
rulers of the town without delay, adding, | mo! 
ee they were really ſo fully employed in 
endeavouring to quell and reſtrain the mob, 


5 


: 
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it was no very eaſy matter to procure a 

private audience with any of them.” 
Bloomfield gave him credit for the truth 

of his laſt aſſertion.— Having ate a roll, 


and drank a couple of glaſſes of wine him- 


ſelf, as ſoon as the people had left the room, 
he deſired Edward to kneel down at one of 
the windows, while he waſhed and cleaned 
the wound in his head with the brandy he 
had procured for that purpoſe; he then 
bound it up with his pocket handkerchief, 
underſtanding the bandage he had removed, 
had been torn from the youth's ſhirt, and 
applied by himſelf to ſtaunch the blood. 
Thus refreſhed in every reſpect, the 
drooping lad grew quite animated; his 
looks were far more expreſſive than his 
words; * he was now convinced,” he told 
his kind benefactor, « thanks to his gene- 
rous humanity, he ſhould lee England once 
more. 3 
* You were intended for. the Navy, I 
think you gave me to underſtand, had your 


late JON lived! * ſaid the Captain. 
| 66 Yes, 
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„ Yes, Sir, it has ever been my wiſh to 
ſerve my King and country in ſome way 
or other, and I was particularly partial to 
. your profeſſion: I have therefore been very 
anxious to obtain a little nautical fill. I 
once had hopes,” he continued, a faint 
Þbluſh-tinging his palhd cheeks, „of riſing 
in that line, but they have long ceaſed ;— 
however, if I could not get into the ſervice, 
as Lonce hoped, I may, by adding practice 
to theory, and being unremitting in my 


application, in time obtain the command of 


à fiſhing boat, you know, Sir. 

The Captain perceived he was rather more 
ambitious than he choſe to acknowledge, 
and ſecretly applauded his ſpirit, while he 
"aſked, * how, partial as he declared himſelf 
to be (o the ſea ſervice; he had ever Eng 
of bearing a muſket ?” Li 

e Tconſidered it as my laſt reſource, Sir; 
I have been told it is a difficult matter for 
y boys to be taken on board men of war 

without a recommendation, and J have loſt 
3 4 the 
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the only friend from whom I could have 
expected ſuch a favour,” 

In ſuch diſcourſe, and liſtening to the 
lamentations of their fellow-ſufferers, the 


day wore away, Towards evening another 
guard entered their priſon with more provi- 
ſions. The Captain queſtioned the com- 


manding Officer, who was not the one by 


whom he had ſent the meſſage to the magi- 


ſtrates, and had no doubt, from his reply, 
and the reſpectful treatment he received, 


that his adventure had been pretty well 


canvaſſed over in the town, among both 


high and low z—ſtill, as he did not under- 
ſtand any ſteps had been taken for his imme- 


diate liberation, he was obliged to have 


recourſe to patience, and, upon hearing the 


he loſt all hopes of being releaſed before 
morning He was therefore conſoling the 
young Edward, and conſulting with him 
how they muſt. arrange themſelves for th: 


night, when their priſon door was once 
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more thrown open, and three magiſtrates, 
in their municipal ſcarfs, and other 
inſignia, made their appearance. Each 


priſoner was in hopes they came to announce 
his releaſe ; till one of the ſhabby 27, for 
ſuch, notwithſtanding their badges of office, 
they literally were, demanded whether there 
was not an .Engliſh naval Officer among v 
man... - h 
Captain Bloomfield immediately Gepe 
forward.“ I am a ſubject of the King of h 
Great-Britain, gentlemen, and have faith- | c: 
fully ſerved my Royal Maſter theſe three- bi 
and- twenty years, who has far more than be 
recompenſed me for my ſeeble efforts to H 
maintain the glory of the Britiſh flag. I ell 
preſume you have heard for what crime 1 ci] 
have been impriſoned, in what, I have a «ti 
right to think, you have miſnamed the land | 
, of liberty.“ ; que 
« We are really at a loſs how to apolo- 4 
giae for the treatment you have undergone,” tim 


replied one of the three, ““. but the beſt had 
intentioned people are liable to make his 
mixkakes, acql 
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miſtakes, you know, Sir. The moment we 


heard your grievances properly ſtated, we 


haſtened to make every atonement in our 
power, by immediately ſetting you at li- 
berty. Suffer us to have the honour of con- 
ducting you to the Britiſh Hotel, where you 


will find your carriage and baggage, which 


has neither been touched nor examined.” 
The Captain was perfectly ſatisfied when 
he found he had rendered theſe newly 
created Republicans rather more humble ; 
but he had the cauſe of another, to plead 
before he could think of. leaving the priſon. 


His young countryman ſtood cloſe to his 


elbow; he therefore requeſted theſe Muni» 


cipal Officers would inform him of what 


crime this youth ſtood accuſed ? 
They really could not reſolve his 
queſtion,” _ 
The Captain proceeded to tell them what 


time he had been brought in, and how he 


had been frightened from Douai, where 
his parents, with whon he was intimately 


acquainted, had ſent him for his education; 


E 
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would ſurvive a much longer impriſonment, 
as the wound he had received, had never yet 
been examined by a ſurgeon ; and he 
- farther. hoped, if it was thought prudent 
for him to travel, he would be allowed to 
leave. France with him, as every thing that 


could be alledged againſt him, vas - his 


having, through fear, quitted Douai without 


a paſſport ;—they would therefore. greatly 


oblige him by granting his requeſt, in the 
firſt place, to allow him to take the youth 
to his inn, adding, he would be anſwerable 
for his appearance in; the morning, if re- 
quired,” | 
Since the young man's father. was a friend 
of Captain Bloomfield's, there tould be no 
doubt of the truth of every thing he had 
advanced in his defence. His quitting Douai 
ſo imprudently, was perfectly accounted 
for; as was his impriſonment, from his not 
having been able to ptocure a paſſport; 
therefore, though they were really: ſorry the 


young man had bcen ſo material a ſufferer, 
they 


and proteſted he did. not know whether he 
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they could not ſo much blame thoſe who 
had taken upon themſelves to confine him, 
as they had merely acted in obedience to 
the, laws; but he was now at liberty to 
accompany the Captain wherever he choſe, 
Edward, unable to ſpeak, could only 
forcibly preſs his benefactor's hand, as they 
left their dreary apartment, attended by 
theſe upright magiſtrates, who turned a deaf 
car to every ſolicitation even for a hear- 
ing from their countrymen; and whole 


fear of increaſing the anger of their 


ſuperiors in wickednels, as well as in power; 
had alone induced them to.liberate the bene 
volent Bloomſfeld, and the unfortunate 
youth he had ſo kindly taken under his. 
protection. 


2 
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CHAP. H. 


- 


4 Bron their arrival at the Britiſh Hote, 
Mis. R——, the landlady, gave her coun- 
trymen a hearty welcome, not forgetting to 
enumerate the pains ſhe and Robert (her 
partner in buſineſs) had taken to procure 

Captain Bloomfield's releaſe, vowing ven- 


geance upon the raſcally democrats who had 


taken him into cuſtody.— But this lad,” 


ſhe continued, * did not. eee you 


from Paris, Captain! 45 
No, my good lady, we met accidefl- 


tally; in priſon ; my knowledge of his family 
induced me to exert my eloquence to pro- 


cure his releaſe ; and your wiſe magiſtrates 


FR 


have 
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have promiſed. him a paſſport, to enable 
him to leave this now miſerable country 
when I do. You perceive he will have reaſon 
to remember the French Revolution] Can a 
ſurgeon be procured this evening?“ 

« Did you ever know a Frenchman. averſ: 
to getting money, Captain? You ſhalt have 
a Municipal Officer to dreſs the boy's head 
in five minutes ;—poor fellow! it was a 
JuckF thing for him you were ſeized ;— 


though mark me, my lad, if I had only 


known you had been in confinement, I 
would have got you cleared, or my name 
15 not R I am no flincher, nor do I 
fear telling thoſe paltry fellows my mind; 

fo I will od for one of them to look at 


your head without loſs of time, and then 


you ſhall have as good a ſupper as you 
ever fat down to, Captain, and an excellent 


Wd to make up for your uncomfortable. 


lodgings lat night,” leaving the room co 

give her orders. * 
The moment Edward was left alone with 

his king friend, he fell at his feet, exclaim- 


* 1 4 ing. 
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ing, „What would have become of me, 
Sir, but for your goodneſs ? I muſt have 


died 1n that priſon, for I have not a farthing 


of money left!“ 
« Never mind, my brave boy,“ replied 


| the Captain, railing him; Ty you ſhall ac- 


company me to England, where I will fur- 


- nil you with what money you want, to gO 


to any part of the kingdom.“ 

„Oh Sir! but I have no 5 
Ile could not proceed; tears Choked his 
utterance. 

« Then you hall accompany | me to 


London,”. haſtily cried the Captain, again 


taking his hand. Are you willing to put 


yourſelf entirely under my protection?“ 
Am willing ! Oh my kind benefactor, 


1 would. go with you to the world's end; if 
I could but convince you how ſenſihly I 
1 feel your goodneſs, 1 ſhould be compargy 
_ tively RapPY ; ; but indeed my heart 1s ready 

to burſt.” Another ſhower of tears fol- 


lowed the ſentence. * 


& Z——ds 15 


* 
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unman me; depend upon my future pro- 
tection, my grateful boy, for while I live, you. 
ſhall never want a friend.“ 


* 
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&« Z—_—ds1” cried the Captain, turning 
on one {ide for a few ſeconds, to conceal his 
emotion ; then catching hold of the alarmed. 
youth, % you young rogue, you quite 


Unable to ſpeak, Edward could only 
again fall at the Captain's feet, and claſp 
his kgges, while his uplifted eyes called 
down. bleſſings on. the head of his kind: 
protector, who haſtily raifing him, bade him 
compoſe himſelf, as Mrs. R—— was coming. 
He was. not miſtaken ; ſhe ſoon made her 
appearance, with a ſhort elderly. man, whom 
ſhe declared to be the beſt ſurgeon in. 
Boulogne, and at that. time in the Munici- 
pality. She then turned to him, ſaying, 
don't wonder you are ſo ſupine in 
rugiſhing thoſe daring raſcals; the blows. 
they diſtribute among friends or. foes, all; 
bring griſt to your mill.“ 


. 5 « Ant: 
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„ An't you afraid of ſpeaking your 


ſentiments ſo freely, ** Moo d aſked 


the Captain. , | 
« Not 1 truly ; they 8 take me as 


they find me. Well, doctor, have the 
democrats wrote my upon the lad's 


brains?“ 0 - 

«© Not ſo bad en Mrs. R——; the 
blow appears to have been given with a 
bludgeon, and I muſt own, with ſeeming 


heart and good-will; but that geneleman's 


application has been of infinite ſervice, and 
I truſt, by to-morrow, the youth will be 


much more free from pain, when I ſhould. 
. adviſe his hair to be combed. out, and his 
head to be waſhed thoroughly with brandy, 
Wich may be of infinite ſerviee- in caſe 
- of other bruiſes, for I think. I perceive there 
are ſome; but a good night's. reſt is the 


beſt medicine I can at preſent order himg? 


A good. ſupper firſt,” cried Mrs. 
R 
preſcription. Come drink a good large 
tumbler or two of wine; it will make you 


— Vill enable him to enjoy your 


ſleep 
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ſeep the better; and remember, Mr. Sur- 
geon, to be here in twelve hours at fer- 
theſt, to remove your dreſſings; you will 


be a better z of the ſtate of the wound 


by daylight.” 


The ſurgeon laughed, obſerving, he 


was alſo fond of encouraging trade; he 


therefore obliged her by drinking nearly a 


bottle of wine, and promiſed to be aqa 
to her orders in the morning. 
An excellent ſupper was ver y ſoon brought 


in; and as her guess muſt be very hungry, 
took upon herſelf to carve,” - 
amuſing the Captain, during their meal, 
with her predict ions concerning the Revo- 


Mrs. R 


lution; and would have harangued for half 
the .night upon the ſame ſubject, if the 


"Captain had not ſuggeſted that his young- 
friend ſtood in necd of repoſe. 


Mrs. R agreed they muſt both be 


in want of reſt; but it was not right to lay 
down too ſoon after eating ſuch a: heafty - 
ſupper, and a few glaſſes of wine were very 
Proper. She ordered a freſlwbottle, filled N 


WS. herſelf 


— 
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herſelf a bumper, and drank to the brave Tars 
of old England. When it was out, ſhe 
would ſhew them to their bed-room, for ſhe 


gloried in having her countrymen in her 


houſe. 
- The Captain was amuſed with the Ai 
liatity of the old woman. The bottle be- 


_ tween them was ſoon finiſhed, when, atcord- 


ing to promiſe, ſhe roſe, and led the way, 
ſaying, as ſhe aſcended the ſtairs, © Take 
my word for it, you have not met with 


ſuch beds in France as I ſhall put you into;” 
opening the door of a very good two-beded 


rgom, where the Captain faid every thing 


likely to flatter her vanity. They ſoon fell 
into a profound ſlumber, from which 
Edward did not wake till near nine. Per- 
I ceiving his benefactor was ſtill aſleep, he 

- roſe vety ſoftly; but had not finiſhed 
_ . drefling, when his friend put by his curtain, | 
= ON and aſked him bow he did. l 
F Fam hardly ſenſible any thing ails me, 

wy kind-'proteCtor ; if I could but forget 


x 
C 
r 
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in whoſe defence 1 received my wound, 1 


| ſhould be the SO of all human 


BW 


beings ! 

« You poſſeſs a very erateful heart, 
I am convinced, Edward,” he replied; 
but I muſt conſult our loquacious land- 
lady about procuring you a change of linen; 
though perhaps you can wear one of my 


* ſhirts till we reach England. You ſhall 
have my great coat while your own 


clothes are being bruſhed.” — , 
Edward, all acquieſcence, aſſiſted [his 
patron to dreſs, and never was any valet more 


aſſiduous to pleaſe. A hair- dreſſer was ſent 


for, who ſoon diſentangled one of the fineſt 
heads of hair the Captain thought he had 
ever ſeen. A proper quantity of brandy 


was uſed, according to the ſurgeon's orders, 
and Edward was then accommodated with 
one of his friend's ſhirts, who ſent to p 45:55 
' chaſe a hat and a pair of ſtockings ; and, 
having had his clothes well bruſhed,. he wass 


aſtoniſhed to find him not only altered for 
the better, for that he was prepared to 
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expect, but to diſcover he was one of the 


handſomeſt youths of his age he ever re- 


membered to have ſcen. 
Mrs. R 


ſavage wretches who had disfigured ſuch a 
countenance. - The ſurgeon promiſed him a 
ſpeedy cure, merely recommending the ule 
of lint and brandy, and was handſomely 


paid for both his trouble and advice. Mrs. 


R—— adviſed him, when he departed, t 

be more attentive in ſeeing proper 3 

was always paid to her generous country- 
men, who ought not to be inſulted by ſuch 

lawleſs mobs, nor impriſoned like their own 

people; though it was certainly the beſt 

of thoſe that were now ſuffering,” 


The Captain being particularly anxious to 
155 leave France, walked down to the port with 
Edward, reſolving to freight a veſſel, rather 


than remain another night at Boulogne, or 
g 0 on to Calais. A very civil man, the 
maſter of one of the packets then in the 


barbour, requeſted he would allow him to 


I © take 


- 


4 : 
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was of the ſame opinion, and 
repeated her vows of vengeance againſt the 
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he take him over, declaring he was almoſt 
e- as anxious to leave France as he could be; 
the wind was not very fair, but by engaging 
ad ſeveral boats to tow them out of the harbour, 
he he had little doubt of their making Dover in 
a very tolerable time. 
a * Then by all means let us fail as ſoon 
ile as the tide will permit,” replied Bloomfield ; 
ly a few- guineas more or leſs are no object - 
18. upon ſuch an occaſion; therefore order my 
to carriage to be put on board, and the baggage 
2& properly cleared out, brother ſailor, that 1 
y- MM may have no more debates with theſe free 
ch tagamuffins, who fancy liberty conſiſts in 
vn knocking. down or iffiprifoning any man 
elt WM they chance to <illike, o or to  fuppo® their "oe 
| | ſuperior.” oo ; Il 
to % Leave every thing to me, Sir” 1 he 5 
ith replied, 4 and before three we will ſet Fail - 2 
ger for the real land of freedom.“ 92 li | 
or | A properpaſiport for Edward had been feat | 
he to the hotel during their abſence, and after 5 
the taking refreſhment, which might have been ſ ; 
to ll denominated, a dinner, they ſtepped on 5 Hi 
ke board the packet, where Edward cadres” II 
| | Wd: | 
Ff. 
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to diſplay the little kill he had acquired in 


ing. 


* We are. now i ee the firſt and 
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navigation; and gave ſuch proofs, of his 
ſuperior genius, that, Captain Bloomfield 
reſolved to bring bim forward in that line, 
if the youth continued to deſerve his friend - 


ſhip and protection as much as he now 


ſeemed to do. 


TSF, DM, 


Flavin lept one et e over, they 
fet out for London on the following morn- 


difficulty in gueſſing what preyed upon his 
mind, and reſolved to relieve his anxiety, 
ſaying, ſoon after they had left Dartford, 


Edward appeared very thoughtful. 
during their journey. The Captain had no- 
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the fineſt city in the known N Were 
you ever in London, Edward?“ 

No, Sir ;” a figh followed the words. 
I am going to my brother's,” rejoined 
the Captain, who is in the mercantile 
liae. Do you think you ſhould like to be 
taken into his counting-houſe for a few 
years ? I am going upon a voyage of diſ- 
coveries in the courſe of a month or fix 
weeks, and do not expect to return to 


England in leſs than three years, and it 


may be four. Do you think 
« Oh pray, Sir,” interrupted Edward, 
catching hold ef his benefactor's hand, 
which he preſſed between His own, e take 
1 Oh pray 0 I will do any 

thing and every-thin Fou order me; let 
me be your cabin. bo) if I cannot be a 
ſailor- boy; don't, my dear and only 
friend, leave me behind; A, ſhan' t mind 
what I do, if I can but 
« Your with is granted, my dear Ed- 


ward,” interrupted the worthy Bloomfield, - 
rather agitated, yet very much pleaſed with 


the 


companion. 
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the real anxiety the youth diſplayed ; ;—you 
. ſhall accompany me; I can make you a 
failor if I can't do any thing elle for you.” 


© Thank you, Oh thank you, my dear 
Sir!“ forcibly raiſing the hand he held to 


his lips, and bedewing it with his tears :— 
„ only tell me where your (hip is, Sir ;—l 
can walk you know very well now, and 1 
ſhan't mind how far it is; and you may 
depend upon my ſtaying on board till you 
come, for I am fearful 1 ſhall be trouble 
ſome to you in London.“ : 

„ We will think of that, and what FEAR 
| to be done,” replied the Captain ; ; * at pre- 
ſent you. ſhall accompany me into Crutched 
Friars;“ whither they accordingly drove. 
Mr. Bloomfield, ſenior, and his family, 
were in the country, at a villa they had a 
few miles out of London. The. Captain 
wies nevertheleſs quite at home, and gave 
orders to haye a bed prepared for his young 
The following morning he 
went out as ſoon as he had breaktaſted, 
telling Edward it was uncertain what time 
FW | | he 
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he ſhould return; he had better therefore 
take a ſhort walk, and look about him, 
only to mind he did not loſe himſelf, or at 
all events, to remember the name of 
Crutched Friars; and if any queſtions were 


aſked him by the old houſekeeper during 
bis abſence, to ſay he came from Portſmouth, 


and was going home again in a few days. 


Edward concluded his benefactor's ſhip 
lay at that port, and anticipated, with both 
exultation and delight, the moment of his 


arrival on board a man of war, and the 


delightful voyage he was upon the eve f 


making ;—nor was he miſtaken 1n his firſt 


conjectures, for on the third morning, during 


breakfaſt, the "Captain told him he had 
ſucceeded in procuring him a birth on 


board his ſhip : he therefore meant to ſend 


him down to Portſmouth immediately; he 
ſhould give him a letter to the command- 
ing Officer on board, who would inſtruct 
him in his duty, and take him under his 


protection till he came down. In anſwer 
to the many queſtions which he would 
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undoubtedly be aſked, he might refer every 


body to him, if he was averſe to ſaying from 


what part of England he came; though to 
prevent their ſuppoſing he wiſhed to make 
any myſtery about the matter, he had better 

mention ſome village in Lorkſhire. They 


may perhaps do me the honour, he pro- 
ceeded, to ſuppoſe you my natural ſon; 
that, I dare ſay, you won't . much more 


- than I ſhajl.” 


Edward booked very winch confuſed. 

„ Oh Sir, what mult __ think of a 
__ FED 

„ will not. ENS any <div about the 
matter,” interrupted the Captain; “only 
mind to be punctual in doing your duty, 
and if you fhould, as we become more 
acquainted, think proper to reveal what you 
at preſent with ſhould remain ſecret, you 
may, if you continue equally : weſerving, 
command my ſecrecy and: my advice.” 

« You are much too good, my dear Sir; 


1 with could break ee a promiſe 1 
made 


* 


% 1 | 


excuſable. 
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3 to myſelf ſome time e ſince; ; but ſurely 
it would be very wrong.” 
It would, my good lad; ever let your 
word be your bond ; never break even a 
promiſe made to yourſelf, except ſome very 
important reaſon renders it neceſſary and 
But come, we muſt ſtep out, 
and try if. we cannot make you look more 
like a ſailor,” \ 
„„ Ah, Sir! but conſider how much 


money it will coſt; you muſt promiſe to 
take all I can earn, though even that will 


not, for many Jean amount to enough to 


repay you.” ; 


« Who knows how ſucceſsful you may 


I he?“ replied the Captain, ſmiling at his 
- earneſtnels ; 
you may gain plenty of prize- money.“ 


; „ ſhould there come à War, 

They then proceeded to a ſlop-ſhop, 
where he ſoon provided him with many 
neceſſaries· for ſo long a voyage, and where, 
to Edward's no ſmall ſurpriſe, and very 


great joy, he found he was entitled to wear - 
the naval uniform, 


being rominated - A 


Mid ibipomny; 


% 
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Bloomfield's ſhip. What they could not 
meet with ready made, that generous man 


in a few days, and gave orders accordingly. 
cout in the mail for Portſmouth, and the 


following morning went.on board the Ocean, 
where he met with a very hearty welcome 


neral. 
- F: "The officer to whom he had been parti- 
cularly recommended by Captain Bloom- 
HH field, was very kind to him; therefore, in a 
| ST days, he found himſelf perfectly at 
| home, and grew daily more delighted with 
his future proſpects. 
Within the month Captain Bloonrfield 
1 2 came on board, and every thing being nearly 
= ready, he propoſed ſailing in eight or ten 


bis cabin, and aſked him if he was perfectly 
reͤconciled to the idea of leaving England 


Micſhipman on board the Ocean, Captain 


told his protege? ſhould be ſent after him 


The ſame evening, therefore, Edward ſet 


from his meſſmates, and the crew in. ge· 


days at fartheſt. Edward was rejoiced to 
Mee his benefactor, who ſoon called him into 
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for ſo long a time, particularly as their 
voyage would very probably prove rather 
perilous : adding, It is not yet too late—l 
cad eaſily put another into your place; [ 


wiſh you therefore to reflect whether you 


have no friend or relation whom you would 
with to conſult before we fail.” 5 
He was proceeding, till he perceived 
Edward's colour forſake. his cheeks; and 
his animated countenance, which had ex- 
prefled ſo much joy not many moments 


before, when he had come on board, now 


as forcibly expreſſed his grief. The tears 
ſtood in his eyes; he Was trying to ſpeak, 
when Bloomfield caught his hand, ſaying— 

« I want no farther anſwer, my dear 
Edward ; I thought a month might have 
made ſome alteration in your ſentiments ; 


you ſhall fail with me, and I don't foreſee 


we ſhall part in haſte.” | 
« A thouſand thanks, my dear Sir, my 


more than father! You have ſa ved my life, 
fed, clothed, and made me a ſailor; who, 
beſides yourſelf, would have been ſo good 
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to ms I have been thinking of it all a 
great many times, indeed I have; and T truſt, 
while I live, you will never have reaſon to 
. repent, or reproach me with ingratitude. 
Should J ever forget the favours I have 


received at your hands, turn me out of 


59 


doors, to ſeek my bread as my 

He heſitated, and looked confuſed. The 
Captain confidered him with more atten- 
tion' than he was aware of, and was 


going to ſpeak, when Edward, falling on his 


knees before him, fi ghed deeply, and then en- 
treated his forgivegeſs: he could not be 
more explicit with 


to the overflowing of his orateful heart. 
The Captain ſat ruminating for ſome 
time upon the myſtery which ſeemed to 
bang over the youth, 
whether he ought to ſuffer him to leave 
England till he was better acquainted wich 
bis private hiſtoty ;—yet to force Bicn to an 
explanation, was very contrary tô his 03 Own, 


"4 and the principles he had *endeavonreta o 
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and then ran out of the cabin, to gie Way 
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zl rats Edivard's R it would theres | 
fore be doing violence to both their feel 


ings, and anſwer no very great purpoſe; 


he determined to ſuffer the lad to fol- M 
low the bent of his inclinations, as Thould 


he be, as he ſtrongly ſuſpected, the ſon of 
any man of conſequence, the father, ſup- 
poſing him living, could not blame him for 
having probably ſaved his child's life, and 


endeavoured to preſerve bim from ſtarving. | 


The profeſſion, he had adopted, „Was partic u- 
latly* honourable ; and ſhould: be, as he 
truſted! Ke would, diſtinguiſh himſelf | in it, 


his patents could 60k be aſhamed of the 5 


chvice” he VN niäde. 4 That a wiſh' tor ch. 


ceal We" lochfieſs Gf bis offeirt; kept him 
uh tut Capthin” cgold not r bee 
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to © in ; that profeſſion, | which was a 
farther proof his relations were. of ſome 
conſequence, or at all events in very good 

circumſtances. * Something had occurred 
to alienate their, or his affections: a mother, 
or father-in-law, perbaps, had driven him 
from home. He certainly had hinted ſome 
one had turned him out to ſeek his fortune 
at that tender age ; in which caſe he highly 
| commended the ſpirit he had diſplayed, and 
hoped he would, as he grew up, realize a 
ſufficient fortune to render bim indepen- 
dent of thoſe he had reaſon to W 


" Prepoſſeſſcd yy theſe 3 be met 
= Fd mand again, with a ſmile, and evet after 
Fx addreſſed, a and mentioned him as the child 

coſ his adoption; and at the expiration of 
nine days, with a fine breeze, and favourable 
weather, they ſet. fail for the South Seas, 
where they were to proſecute. thoſe difcd- 
veries firſt made by the able navigators who 
had preceded. 8 * 0 dd in this 


3 


turned the fame wa. 

Captain Bloqmfield bad never odeaforn 8. 
to repent having taken Edward under bis 
protection, who had been third Lieutenant 
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CHAP, IV. 

D URING the following three years and 
eight months, they viſited every iſland that 
had already been diſcovered, explored ſeveral 


parts of the north-weſt coaſt of America, laid 


in a large flock of furs, and, like many more 


who had preceded them, not being able to 


diſcover any nearer” road or trach back to 
Europe than the 3 bad come, rer 
Rad 30 


for the aft ten- months. As either wing 


to his having a bełter conſtitution, or being 8 
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more amenable to controul than many of 
his companions, he had never had an hour's 
illneſs from the time he came on board; 


while many of them had fallen. a ſacrifice 


more to their own imprudence, than to any 


bad effects ariſing from tbe various cli - 


mates they viſited. Bot Edward always 


paid particular tin bs Daptain Bloom- 


field's advice, and had, under hi auſpices, 


ſtudied botany with infinite perſeverance, 
as che thought it a purſuit rather adapted, 


and congenial to his profeſſion and as he 
was bleffed with 4 very-ready-comprehe nſion, 


and an excellent memory, he, perhaps, 
b profited more by the Captain's l inſtrucki On 
and example than any one on board. He 
was alſo improved vety: much in paint of 
figure, if not in complexion. Though 
he had had few . er .of ftudy- 
ing the more elegant agcomphihment: 

he was now maſter r lee acquire- 
ment, and was natutally.i ſo. graceful. even 
me Dieu de /a E hardly have 


5 | Improved. his manners. Had he been his 
„n 8 Fa Protector's 
4 1 * as 


Edward, who obſervell, that they ſhould 
not in that caſe be idle when they retarhed}. 
if his dear friend obtained a ſhip, and tha 
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protectors only ſon, he could not have heen 
more ſincerely attached. to him; for if. he 
laboured under the flighteſt igdifpoſition, 


Eduard became his nurſe, and never quitted 


him except when his duty required it, ſtudy- 
ing in every reſpect, and by every means, 
to make his benefactor all the amends in 
his powe@ for the ſerious ſervices be had 


rendered him: indeed he was now at an 


age to be ſenſible of the full wn of ſuck 2 
friend: | ES13913 - $2. 01 [9D 2! ) 

They met SIG few Eaglith Ad PTY 
ing their cruize, but earned at the Cape, 
that England had been, ſome time at war 


with France. Phe news rather rejoiced 


he would not permit himſelf to doubt. 
They had: arrived within twenty leagues 
ofthe Land's End, when a French veſſel 


bore don upon them, which: proved to be 
Aa Priwateer of twenty guns : the Ocean 
carried only ſixteen, and having been out ſo 


* long 


EY 
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long, was not in good repair, and failed 


very heavy. The Captain therefore remark- 


ed the could not run away, nor were they 
in a good fighting condition, for they 


were very ſhort of hands: however, they 


muſt try what they could do, as it would 
be hard to be made priſoners, after ſo 
long an abſence from their naſtve land; 

and as there was no alternative, the enemy 


gaining upon them very faſt, the Captain 


ordered the decks to be cleared for an 
engagement, and encouraged: his men to 


do their duty. Belaved as he had ever 
been by his crew, there needed but little 
exhortation to do their beſt for the honour 

of old England; and after upwards of tro 


hours* hard fighting, having carried away 


"their enemy's miaen- maſt, and otherwiſe 


damaged her hull and rigging, ſhe was 


N - Under the neceſſity of ſtriking her colours. 
We, 3 The firſt Lieutenant of the Ocean 
. was wounded in the action, and Edward 
81 Tecbived' tue ſplinter wounds of no 
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| FOG conſequence ; his r there- 


fore appointed him to take poſſeſſion of 
the prize, with as many hands as could be 
ſpared, which was not more than half the 


number he would have ſent on board her, 
had the Ocean been properly manned.. 


Edward's tranſports were unbounded 
upon being thus promoted, and he antici- 
pated his arrival at Portſmouth with heart- 
felt delight. But dame Fortune was not 


in one of her moſt favourable moods, as a 


briſk gale ſprung up almoſt immediately 
after he got on board. the. French veſſel, 


which ſeparated the two ſhips, and at day- 
break the prize, being abſolutely ungovera-· 


able in her. ſhattered ſtate, was ſoot 
retaken by a French frigate which chauced 7 


to come near them, and ſent into this H 


of Dieppe,. where Edward - and his men 2 
were immediately conveyed to priſon. © 


The following day Captain Bloomfield 
reached Portſmouth, where he was in hopes 


of finding his prize: he therefore expe- 


 Hienced a very ſevere diſappointment ;. and 
„ | as 
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as day afier day paſſed on without her F 
.coching. in, be began ſeriouſly to: dread | * 
| {knowing the crazy condition ſhe was in), di 
that ſhe had gone to the bottom, 3 to 

.. Edward and four of his Hilors, were pot * 
into the ſame ſmall room upon the ground- * 
floor, apartments being ſcarce, they were * 


informed. Their only proſpect was a dead 1 
wall, and two ſentinel; continually parading - 55 


before their one diſmal window. « White ha 

his companions, were lamenting their. hard at 
fate, Edward” 8 mind was ſolely "occupied. | in his 

fort or ming plans to effect Bis eſcape, though | 6d 
hes er meertained k but little hopes of ſucceeding, "x F- 

EL Es "was ſecured by. bars of iron, ſoo 

8 ae Vibin and without ; + yet Be | fy o ta 
. hog 48 other . of effecting their liberation, a as | ren 
55 their door was not only firmly” ſetured, but bef 


* 


= = guarded by a ſentinel on the ' outhide. > Fa cor 
: = da ay. they were permitted, to. "open. 5 ad 


191 


upper pan ne in, their window, to, admit.Q.the 
freſh Air. On, the ſecond of their mpriſon-- 
ment, "while the Tentibels were confined. to 
their boxes by a very. ke ieavy ſhower of rain, 


3 4 . a *E 
| dward 
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Edward: requeſted one of his companions, 


would allow, bim to mount upon! his thoul- 


ders, that be might reconnoitre, and be able 


to judge whether there was » poſſibility. of | 


bringing his ſcheme to bear. He was thus 
enabled to, reach de outer bars, one of 
which, owing to the decayed Nate of the 
window frame, he was able to, ſhake,. and 
ſagn found, by the aſſiſtance of a Knife he 
had in his pocket, which had a turn»ſcrew. 


- af one end, be, could, if time, was allowed 


him, remoye what. he had hitherto con- 
ſidered. as: tho greateſt | impediment. to, his, 
deſign. He therefore called a council as 
ſoom as, he had deſcended from his elevated 
ſtation, and. it. Was agreed they muſt. 


remoye an inner, as well as; an outer har, 


before they. could hope to ſucceccl. Edward. - 
conſidered. this as very prafticable—all they, 

had i, Sten Sint, was being, e e | 
We moment, he. eptered, upon. bale 
neſs. „The bars” were, fixed in. with lead * 


aud as the. ſtones. were not. very hard, he. 


4 | . made. 


C2 
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made greater progreſs than he had NEWS to 
hope; his knife proved ſo ftaunch,” that in 
eight · and forty hours he found lie ould 
force the bar he had been looſening, - 

At the moment the · French veſſel was 
Beatz down upon them, Edward, ſore- 
ſeeing they muſt be captured, had requeſted 
his companions. not to ſay that he conld 
ſpeak French, becauſe, ſuppoſing him'igno- 
rant of the language, whoever was appointed 
to guard them, would ſpeak their ſentiments 
with much more freedom, and might thus 
unintentionally afford them an ae - aqpear: 

| ol eſcaping from captivity. © 

Having thus far ſueceeded to his withes, 
4 difficulty aroſe which had not been fore- 
ſeen ; two of the failors were found, upon MF 
meaſuring, to be too corpulent to force F | 
themſelves through the opening Edward Sor 
had confrived to make, and the Knife was 
ſo worn, it appeared rather impracticable 
to attempt looſening a ſecond bar. "They 
therefore loſt all hopes, and anxiouſly en- 
dea voured to - ater Edward from — : 
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by his induſtry, alledging that ſhould he 
| ſucceed in getting away, thoſe who remain- 
ed behind would moſt probably be removed 


into a much worſe dungeon: beſides, it. 


would be impoſſible for- him to. paſs | the 


watch, if he did get out of priſon, allowing 


fome of them to ſleep upon duty ;— 

three out. of the four, therefore, abfolutely 
ſet their faces againſt making the attempt. 
After havi ing proceeded fo far, and with fuch. 


ſuccels, Edward was very much vexed ; but 


one, a gallant fellow, ſwore that he would 
be guided by his brave comgander; and 
follow him to the gates of hell, if he was 
inclined to venture there, repreſenting to 
the other three, that far fro being treated 


more harſtly, as they feared, they would, 
on the contrary, meet with more indul- 


gonce, when it was found they had preferred 
a. life of idleneſs in a. French priſon, to 


running ſome certain riſk. to obtain ems: 
ployment at home. 

They might do as er choſe, was 
his wade z * only.to remember. they had 


given 
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given them fair warning of alles, difliculties 
they would have to encounter. EGWafd 


had no money to bribe the ſeotinels, or he | 
knew he needed not have taken, balf the 
trauble to have enſured a fpeedy:andjcertain 


eſcape; for they had been ſtripped of all their, 
valuables the moment they landed: he 


: found, therefore; he muſt truſſ Bay: to is 


own courage and inventiog. : 1 
On the fifth morning, under ee. . 


heing ſtifled; for want of, air, he broke one 


of the lower panes in their window, and 
received a very ſevere reprimand, when the; 


T guard was changed, for what be had done, 


He excuſed himſelf by, ſigns, fignify1 ing why 


he had taken.ſuch a liberty s and ag, badi 


not appear matter of much 


to the officer upon duty, he gave po | imme- 
diate orders to have it replaced, Which 


enabled the priſoners to converſe, by gs, and 


now and then à French word, with the vali- 


ous ſentinels without, and attorded Edward 


an opportunity of learning their real ſenti- 


ments aeſpecting the priſoners, Wicheut 
"PS | 


* 
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being at all ſuſpected Ae, as well ascthe 
others,! took fnuff with. ſeyeral i ſueceeding 


ONES, : in token of triendibhip; for What 


Frenchman of any denomination is without 


his Muff · box? But Edward had a meaning 
in What he both, did andſadviſed, as he was 
by h means fond of ſnuff though he had 


for, ſome time garried a box, which: Was 


filled wich a poyder greatly | reſembling 
ralpach t bade, but. 
cured from a herb, which he had been 
taught the ue of, by, the..nativesin| one 
of the South Sea Hlands, As a. very fmall 
qvantityſ taken as ſnuff, had every effect of 


an Opiate, be chad; more than onde expes 


rienggd its, efficacygon board the Ocean; 


but lag never diſcloſed the ſecret, for fear, 
if it got into the hands of ſome of the 
crews it might. have been made an im- 
propen ſe n of z and, he, happened to be 


well, 4applied Wan this noſtr um at theſtime 
be 1935 1takeprn, The fall value f the 


box-whiqh.cogtaiged; isn rere was its 
only, ſecurity. a1 bas ind 23 dayoultr 


pes ring 


oft 


it was, in fact, prob 
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During: the courſe of this- day, he: on- 
1 wived to mix ſeveral of the pinches. he had | 
received from the ſentinels, with his own be 
powder, the better to diſguiſe its flavour, 
though it was far from unplealant. Late 
in the evening, juſt before the guards were 
changed, he was very free with his box ; 1 th 
and,. as ſoon as the others came on, he was 
ſtill more boumtiful. It was now. quite 
dark, and all. was ſoon profoundly ſilent; 
be therefore eaſily diſtinguiſhed the watch- 
word for the night, which he foreſaw mig 
be of infinite ſervice to him, if" they were 
fortunate. enough to paſs the firſt guard. 
Every thing had been prepared, as far. as 
circumſtances would admit; and having 
made - a. laſt: and unſucceſslul effort to 
iaduce thoſe who had determined to remain 
behind, to accompany them in theit flight, 7a 
Edward, having mounted the ſhoulders of tur 
the brave fellow, who was, Rke himſelf, - waz 
determined to. face any danger rather than not 
remain longer in priſon, ſorced himſelf by 
| —_—_ the A and reached the ground, cor 

3 255 N 55 without 941 
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without'diſturbing, the ſentinels, 00 Were 
fnoring pretty loudly in their reſpectire 
bones. 
The ſailor, who got out by the ſame- 
means, followed him very quietly; and they 
began to grope their way, taking what they 
thought to be the neareſt road to the 
entrance of the Caſtle, or citadel, in which 
they: were confined, hoping to contrive ſome. 
method to ſcale the walls, if they could no 
otherwiſe reach the ſtreet. But they had 
not gone far before Edward perceived, 1 
a glimmering light through a window: they 


were paſting, the guard-houſe, where he 


faw fix or ſeven ſoldiers ſtretched out upon 
ſtraw, and covered with blankets; their 
coats and hats were hanging upon pegs 


round the apartment. He pauſed for ſeve- 


ral ſeconds. All remaining quiet, he ven- 


tured to try the door, which readily gave 
way to his hand; he entered very cautiouſly, 


notwithſtariding his companion pulled him 
by the coat to prevent him, but ſoon diſ- 


covered what bad induced! him to run this, 
3&7 as 
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8 6 what, he wanted,y. Ed. 
ward extinguiſhed the light, and then. 
ſtole. ſoftly back again, with a coat, and, hat 
lor each, and 
himſelf in the. One, while. he 1. on the 
other ;. their OW Cl th i they, ft, at.! fome 
ens wn . 

a diſguiſe inſpired Eine! with by ugh 
Wener confidence, though they proceeded. 


8 with the lame caution, and in.total. ſilence, 
till they, reached a ſentinel, who called. out. 


for the watch- word, hich the young. 
Lieutenant inſanity, repeating, they were. 
ſuffered to proceed, and ſoon, arrived at the. 
great gates, which were cloſed for the night; 
and. they, were; told, when, , Edward had 
Again given. the. wach- Word, and ai they. 
were going out. upon ſecret buſineſs. for. the, 
' Commanding Qfficer, that they as 
to bim for thek 
Though in, lome. reſpects prepareds: they. 
were terribly. wars at their — 
ment 5, ar. retreated to reconngits 


TI - | "the 


deſired the, lailor to adorn | 


the 
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for 
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the priſon walls, which were exceedingly 
high, and were at laſt half inelined. to return 
for their clpthes, and then to their pri- 
ſon; as they foreſaw no means of eſcaping 
before their having left it would be diſ- 


covered; when they were rouſed by a 


riolent knocking at then gate which they 
no longer hoped eto paſs before they were 
exchanged. They therefore, in the firſt 
moment of alarm, tried to conceal them- 
ſelves: in a dark cdreer, and ſoon. heard a 


general buſtle in the yard, and in a ſhort - 


time ſaw the two ſoldiers whom tbey had 
deprived of their coats, burrying paſt them. 
They had before conſider ed theit eſeape 
as impracticable, and were now convinced 
they ſhould find it not leſs difficult to make 
they therefore made up their 
minds to expect a much more rigorous 
confinement would effectually preclude their 
making any farther attempts to elude the 
vigilance of their guards, when they obſerv- 
ed an officer; who was haſtening to the 
gates with a bunch of keys in his hand, and. 

8 > heard 
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heart the ſentinel call hs in -anfwer to mi 
queſtions, More priſoners. 

By the lights which ſoon e they 
1 the gates opened, and a guard enter 
with two well dreſſed men, whom they gave 
into the cuſtody of the officer upon duty. 
Dunng this ceremony, Edward caught hold 
. of his companion, whiſpered him to conceal 
his face as much as poſſible without ex- 
citing ſuſpicion, and to follow him cloſe, 
He did as he was deſired; they ſoon mixed 
with the crowd, when, owing ta theit 
diſguiſe, and the lights being withdrawn, 
they. flipped through the gates, and, to 
their Inlaite ) Joy, Ow * eee ine the 
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Ir may — 4 foppoled they wt but little 
time to conſider what they ought to do, as 
they had now no other chance of eſcaping, 
but in reaching the port undetected. 
Edward had ſome recollection of the way 
he had - ſo lately travelled very much 
zgainft l bis will, and was fortunate enough 
not to miſtake the road; but when they 
arrived upon the quay, they found the tide 
was out, therefore knew it would be ſome 
bours before any thing could be afloat in 
the harbour. They groped about from 
boat to boat for ſome time before they 
A 206-1 in which it was at all likely 


ck | they - 
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they could reach England but in leſs than 


an hour they heard a buſtle at a diſtance, 
which convinced them they had been 
miſſed, and that a general ſearch was taking 
place ; they were therefore only anxious to 
conceal themſelves, which they did in an 
open fi ſhing-· boat, among the large ſtones 
laid in the bottom for ballaſt, covering 
thewſelves over. with the ſails, &c. and 
thus eluded the vigilance of their purſu- 
ers, though every veſſel and boat in the 


Harbour was vilited, even to the one in 


which they were hid but, as probably no 


| great reward was offered to ſtimulate the 
| exertions "of © the (dtdiets, their ſearch Was 
more a matter of Bret than of utility 
+ ſo that Edward and his companion were 
* forturate” enough to get out to ſea, and 
: Even ſome way tom t the: ARE, before the 
were dtlcovered. n 

. It bad been very cif hut fight, vide witlt 
the fun roſe a ſmart breeze, which obliged 
ſeveral” ſmaller boats; that bad ventured 


9 5 in Futfuit of them, t to return into port 
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and they: ſoon Joſt fight. of. the F rench 
coalt ; but owing, to their. baying no com: | 
paſs, and the weather, being very hazy,, as 
well as teinpeſtuous, they did not reach 
Dover till the third evening. mak. perſon 
muſt haye undergone the ſame hard(hips 
and difficulties they had ſuffered, to have 
felt the. pleaſure. they, did, when, they ſet 
foot, upon Britiſh ground; for they did. not 
meet; with any veſlel while at ſea, which they 
could, get near enough to, hail, to procure 
any relief; and they had merely, When they 
left, France, a few, ſcraps. of breag and mgat 
in their pockeis, which they had lavgdethe 
cu preceding days out ef their: Ganty 
allowance they were ghepeforg, all but 
famiſhed When they arrived. of n 

* Heaven. be pate ried Edward 
15 he gaily ſtepped on ſhoge ; * W$, age NOW 
in the real land of Pete, thgugh, wüten 
a farthing in our. pockets. doeh Fo. | 


51s | 
: hey were very ſoon ſurro geg, az eyery | 
one was er to, Bt: 286 Ys, haves | 


ng 
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but having no proofs to product in ſupport 
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long been in fi ght, and ſuppoſed, from their 
| boat and dreſs, to be Frenchmen. 
No, no,” cried the exulting Edward, 
we have only | taken French leave of th: 
Monſieurs; e ee trueborn * 
ſailors,” 
He was ay me to bd 
his ſpeech, before they were told, not in the 
politeſt terms, their ſervices were wanted by 
a © orefiping, -who immediately feized them, 
and conveyed' them to priſon for the night, 
For fotne time Edward thought it was a 
{v6 when he found they were really in 
ddy, by way of inducing the tender · 
_ * Keare Ter who had laid violent bands upon 
wem, to "releaſe them, he thought it 
veceſſary to tell them 'who he really was, 
and that be bore his Majeſty's. commiſſion; 


verlus affertion, he was informed that * ſuch 
after thoughts never went down; they til 
had t wm ' Wubts ,whetber ho: was "BR 0 
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Eduard laughed at their abſurdity; and 


agreed to bear their | freſh misfortune with 
patience, ' underſtanding: they were to be 


morning. 
Owing to idol recent a 1 ttepe 
very ſoundly, till they were diſturbed by the 
noiſe. around them; and between nine and 
ten they were conducted by the 


gentlernan who ated upon ſuch occaſions, 


and to lit in judgment upon the outrages 
daily committed upon theit fellows 
creatures. His manner of addreſb was not 


few words as poſfible, he related how he 
had fallen into the hands of the enemy. 
and bow he bad finally ' made bis 


The penetrating genius of the pern hem 


* 


as they allowed them a tolerable meal, they 


taken * the Weg n in Fs 


who 
had taken them into cuſtody, before the 


and who was perfectly calculated to have 
the command of ſuth à band of ruffians, 


4 


what Edward, who was firſt. interrogated, = 
had been accuſtomed, to: however; in 26 


he addrefled, n him very _ = 


2 8 
. 
"IR" * 2 


ob his being Britiſh failor. 
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fghted/; he therefore obſerved, afficents were 


= never confined with common men 5—houw: | 


ever, he by no means blamed him for 
having attempted; and ſucceeded in obtain. 
ing his liberty; therefore, though he fav 
through his ſhallow ſcheme, in conſidera: 
tion of his zouth, and the hardſhips he 
muſt have ſundergone, be ſhould allow him 
to dlepart unmoleſted ; but his companion 
was immediately ordered on board: the 
tetdery, 25 U very! proper perſon to ſerve h 
Majeſty bis:Jooks; were a. ſufficiant: Proc 
S e | [2 
AnEdward chuld! not conceal a tear; too 
pigud./to ak any. ſayour for himſelf, yet 
be ebend ven. hard-. his companion, 
snd in retirn for his humanityf was called 
a j, With many more equally 
approbtiaus epithets, ànd was even threat: 
ed to b Alſo ſent on herd the tender. 
$8 biagidunet entestain the moſt "8 
Sine habts of G btaining my brave, cm- 
nanton s NbertzA ad, of putting ſome, check 
e ww m eee ee to 
n | 
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to that power you at preſent hold, Sir, I 
would ſhare his fate.” 

This ſpeech, and Edward's Ae 
looks, rather ſtaggeredethe great man, who 
ſaid, in a peeviſh tone,“ What, inſult me 
for doing my duty, Sir!“ 7 


] don't think you know what is your ; | 


duty, Sir; 1 am ſure you are not com- 
miſſioned to treat the brave defenders of 


your VOY with ſuch unneceſſary harſh- 


neſs,” 


The officer made no reply, only again 


n the ſailor into cuſtody, Edward 
therefore left the room with his friend, 
whom he ſwore to liberate if poſſible, 


declaring his intention of hurrying up to 


London, to ſtate his caſe. to their brave 
Captain, who he was certain would 
intereſt himſelf in his favour. 


Some of the ſpectators pitied the young 
man; for allowing what Edward had told 


the Regulating Officer was all a fiction, it 


was but natural he ſhould ſay or do any 
e to obtain his n 


VOL. I. E agreed 


They all 
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agree he had rather a French look; 


he 


was certainly very brown, and it was ſoon | 
buzzed'about, loud enough for Edward to 
hear, that his Worſhip thought them ſpies, : 
and had given this one his liberty on pur- 1 
poſe to diſcover where he was going, and 1 
what he meant to do, that he might act f 
accordingly. 1 
Edward gueſſed that the conſequential 
gentleman whom he had offended, certain of 85 
meeting with protection, was ready to ſay 0 
or do any thing likely to palliate his late 9 
injuſtice; and was reflecting how he ought * 


to act, when a collection was ſet on foot for , 
his relief, and he had very ſoon four ſhillings . 
2 TiN oh ; | Hi 
and ſeven- pence put into his hands to 
help him along. With this ſum, (truly 
grateful to thoſe who had thus. benevo- 
lently furniſhed him with the means to 
Proſecute his intended journey), he ſet out 
for London, and formed the reſolution 
of not ſtopping till he arrived there; but 

his ſtrength, after the fatigue and hardſhips 
a he hed: ſo * * was not n 
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to his impatience. He reached Canterbury 
between two and three o'clock ; ſtopped at 


a ſmall public-houſe, where he refreſhed 
himſelf with bread and cheeſe, and a pint 


of ale, and then ſet forward again with equal 


ſpeed ; entered Sittingbourn as the clock 
was ſtriking ſeven, where he again drank a 
pint of beer, and thought he could manage 
the next ten miles. to Rocheſter in good 
time, where he intended to take a few hours' 
He had reached the turnpike- 
houſe, which is about half a mile from the 
town, where, by the light of.a large lamp, 
he perceived two men in earneſt diſcouns | 
He had been told there was an upper abd 3 


a lower road branched off at this- ga 
and was adviſed to take the former; He 


therefore naturally enquired of theſe men 
whether lie was right, * They bappened to 


be going the upper road, and offered to 


bear him company. Edward of courſe 


made no objection, inforniing them he was 


quite a ſtranger, and ſecretly hoping theſe 
men would be able to procure him admit- 
E tance 
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rance into ſome decent public-houle, it 
being near ten o'clock, and he found himſelf 
much fatigued. 

They continued in converſation till they 
reached a very lonely part of the road, when 
one of them, uttering a tremendous oath, 
exclaimed, « You are a Frenchman !” 

** I acknowledge I am but very lately 
returned from France,” was the reply, 
“but I aſſure you I was both born and 


bred in England.” | 
._ « Flis dreſs gave the lic to his words,” 


be was informed, “ and whether he was 
French or Engliſh, it was not proper ſuch 
à ſuſpicious perſon as he ſeemed to be, ſhould 


be upon the road at that time of nigbt; 
the days _ long enough for every body 


but rogues,” i 
If you will but procure me 2 comfort - 


able night's lodging, ſaid Edward, « I 


-will treat you both at ſupper, and tell you 
who I really am.” 


„He was till ſpeaking, whit he” was 


| knocked down by the one behind him, who 
called 


12 0 


re 


ble 


{wi 


hin 


cei 


TIIE SAILOR BOY. 77 


called to his companion, « Go it, my lad, 
down with the French dog!” and effec- 
tually they did down with him, while they 
rifled his pockets, and then left him either 


to die where he was, or to proceed on his 


journey as well as he was able. He ſoon 
recovered his ſenſes, and after a few efforts, 


was able to riſe and crawl into the town, 


where he entered the firſt public-houſe he 
came to, and beſought the landlord to let 
him have a bed immediately; to which 


requeſt the drunken being replied,, © he 


was juſt going to bed himſelf, and he had 
no room in his houſe bad enough to 


receive ſuch a dirty beaſt as he appeared 
to bez” catching him by the arm, and 
_eaſily ſwinging him round, he exclaimed, 


„% What trick is all this? Why have you 


beſmeared your back and ſhoulders with 
blood? What end was that frolic to an- 


{wer d“ 
| Edward pulled off his large hat, 1 told 
him, if he looked, he might eaſily per- 


ceive from whence it iſſued. 


E 3 Without 


3 n . 
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Without doing as he deſired; the 


fellow caught hold of the hat, ſwearing, 
«© By G—d, I believe you are a Frenchman! 


Out of my houſe this moment, you. French 
raſcal, or I will ſoon thew you the neareſt way 


to the door | Why, your coat is alſo F rench; 


aye, aye, you have only met with your due. 
What, I ſuppoſe you have been impudent to 
ſome of my countrymen, and they have 
treated you as I ſhould have done in their 
places ; come, tramp directly!“ 
e Surely,” cried Edward, in a Chrife 


HG 
$54 * 
. * 


E tian country, allowing I am a Frenchman, 


| 2; Mall meet a more humane being than 


8 Bo = art;” and he was turning out of the 
WF ode, when the landlord again ne 


him by the arm. 


„What was that you 40 n a Chriſtiau 


country ? Jam ſure you have not. lived in 
one of late; I hardly know whether I ought 
not to have you taken up; I think 
you have very lately - made your eſcape 


from ſome priſon. Can you Fivear Fou are 


nota Frenchman t EY e 
„ 1 Safely,” 
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W Safely,” was the reply, and I could 
'S I allo ſwear you are a diſgrace to the country 
you have ſo juſt a right to extol, I with 


ch you a good night.” 

uy « Not ſo faſt, my impudent young blade; 

h;. ] have not gg whether I ſhall or ſhall | 
30 not let you go.“ 
to «« Detain me at your Peril! Only take | 
e care I do not one day make you repent 

eir your inſolence, as well as your inhumanity, 

to a fellow creature in diſtreſs; I may per- 

me haps teach you that ſuch houſes as your's 

in, are licenſed for the accommodation of 

an travellers. I will endeavour to find out a 

he Magiſtrate before I leave the town of 

ht Rocheſter, who ey enforce. that uſeful = 

"4D leſſon,” bd : 


an. . This ſpirited threat humbled the inſolent 

| | landlord, who was in too low circumſtances, 

and of too little conſequence to be upon a 

familiar footing with the acting Juſtice of 

2 the Peace. He therefore told Edward he had 
only been in joke; it was his way. when 

| wy 28 he had not offended, and ſwore 

8 E 4 if 
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if he had a bed, he ſhould be accom- 
modated ; but he would draw him a pint 
of ale, and then try if he could perſuade his 
boy to make ſhift. for, one night upon the 
ſettle in the tap- room. Go, you Sir, and 
fetch this gentleman a pint of the beſt old 
October, that we may drink together, and 
make it up; 1 n DEAE malice, but love 
dearly to be merry.” 
Stop, my lad,” cried Edward, « ] 
have no money to pay for any refreſhment, 
having been robbed of every fas thing I had 
in my pocket.“ 
What,“ ſaid the landlord, burſting: 
into laughter, „no money, and want a 


Wt bed ?P—Been robbed, ha !—and yet talk of 


taking me before a Juſtice ! A likely ſtory 


truly; 1 thought I ſhould catch you out at 


laſt, ſo now take my advice - leave my houſe 
quietly, and go with your fine Canterbury 


tale to the overlcer of the poor; he is the 


Proper perſon to relieve ſtrolling vagrants ; 
he will paſs you from this pariſh to the 


ext; a bed indeed at a decent houſe like 
5 mine! 
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' mine! pleaſe to ſeek a Twopenny lodging, 


and leave your large hat in pawn, till you 
get wherewithal of the ,pariſh officers in 
the morning to defray your expences.“ 

A young girl chanced to come in while 
he was thus diſplaying his 4umanity, to fetch 


a quart of ale; and having heard. the land- 


lord's laſt ſpeech, ſhe told Edward; as ſhe 


followed him out of the houſe, that Mr. 


Haunch, the overſeer, was at a public- 
houſe a little further on, and if he wanted 
him, ſhe would ſhew him the door. 

Edward thankfully accepted her offer, and 
followed her to a rather better look ing 
houſe than the one he had juſt quitted, 


where he very humbly enquired for Mr. 
Haunch, and was, in a few ſeconds, con- 


ducted into a ſmall parlour, where three 
gentlemen ſa 
bowl of ſtron 


to be waiting for one of them. 
From an overſeer of the poor Edwarf 
had no- doubt of receiving every relief his 


tuation required, as he preſumed none but 
* 5 $292 


onking their pipes over a. 
ch; a little boy appeatedt. 25 
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good and humane men were put into ſuch 


offices; but he ſoon found his miſtake. Y 
Mr. Haunch was a butcher by trade, and 


had certainly been intended by Nature for ta 
that calling, as no man was ever poſſeſſed of Fe 
a leſs ſhare it the milk of human kindneſs; tc 
he was very fat and bloated, and now 

IC 


appeared to ſwell with all the importance of | 
a narrow mind i in office. 

„Well, what is your buſineſs with me | 

at this time of the night! * was his firſt 0 


polite demand. to 
Edward told him he had left Dover on © 
foot that morning, with a ſufficient ſum of th 
money in his pocket to have paid his ex- H 
| ences all the way to London; but that he 858 
had unfortunately been knocked down and 7 
01 


robhed, coming into Rocheſter, by two ill. 
looking fellows with jos 0 on (for th: 
failors would not be guilty chan action), W 
and with whom he had walked from the and 


turnpike- gate, thinking they were what 2 
5 they appeared. He therefore merely requeſt- | Y 
W 


eld the loan of a few ſhillings, to enable him 
- Sn 2 to 


* 
— 


to procure a lodging for the night, and to 


received, obliged him, much againſt 


1 | „„ 
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purſue his journey in the morning ; adding, 
that the lateneſs of the hour, and exceſs of 
fatigue, in addition to the. blow 


to be thus troubleſome, 
Come from Dover tkis - morniglth 
robbed at the turnpike? 5 

No, Sir, [——" 


« It is all the ſame,” interrupted the 


coverſeer, © I believe you ſaid near the 


town's end ; now the matter is, you have 
got drunk, and: ſpent all your money, ſo 
think you can hum me out of more.“! 
He laughed at his own penetration.“ No, 
no, young fellow, old birds an't. to be 
caught with chaff; I am up to all theſe 
ſorts of rigs: I hear better lamentable ſtories 
than you have told, every day in the year. 
Who do you know at Dover ? Tell me that; 
and where you are going to in London. I 
am pretty well known every where, and know 
a pretty many in my turn; ſo take care 
what lies you. tell next, leſt I find you out. 

| c Lare a 


' 


1 = 
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I have no acquaintance in Dover, Sir; ſor y 

I only landed there laſt night, after making pock 

my eſcape from a French priſon.” 1 pariſ 
zew me your paſs ?““ Ee 
ve no ſuch thing,” he replied. exter 
1d you eſcape alone, or ſwim acrgls whicl 


the _ Or mow did you reach to 1 
Do Ne 


In hopes of being ye Edward bave 


entered into a ſhort detail reſpecting who As 
he was, and what had befallen him, which ou, 
made it very clear to Mr. Haunch that he near!) 


was ſome raſcally ſailor, who had made his diſtre 
+ eſcape from the preſſgang, and that he had if] li. 
met with his broken head at Dover inſtead obliga 
ol near Rocheſter, which he rightly deſerved upon 
dor refuſing to ſerve his King and country rctreat 
in time of need. Then making ſeveral M ęarly 
remarks upon his dreſs and ſuſpicious ap- J alread 
pearance, he concluded by putting his hand door, 
in his pocket, and pulling out two-pence. Wying 
There, he cried, © take that, and ſet Inight, 
3 off about your buſineſs; don't come to room 
de in the morning, for: 1 Gall do no more | 
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for you. I give you that out of my own 
pocket; I never put ſuch trifles down in the 
pariſh bens 15:7f 

Edward's hand half este when he 


extended it to receive the proffered: * 
gone 


which the donor perceiving, he was 

to return it into his pocket, q 
« None of your ſcornful looks, fellow ! you 
have not got it yet.“ 


As ſoon as he had taken it, wat ak 
you, Sir,” he exclaimed, with a heart 


nearly too full for utterance ; © abſolute 


diſtreſs forces me to accept your gift, but 


if] live to reach London, I will repay the 
obligat ion with intereſt.; turning his back 
upon the company, who ſaluted him as he 
retreated, with Inſolent fcoundrel'! beg- 
early raſcal! &c,”—But the little boy, 
already mentioned, followed him to. the 
door, and flipped a penny into his hand, 
laying,” „I wiſh I had ſome more good 


night, poor man!“ running back to the : 


room he had quitted. 


The 
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he innocence, feeling, and humanity of 
this child brought tears into Edward's 
eyes, who prayed that ſuch excellent prin, 
ciples might not be perverted by the inhu— 
iy of his parent, for he concluded, 
. reſemblance, that he was the over. 
ſagr's ſon; and as much at a loſs as cver 

where to go, he found himſelf once more 
in the Kireets of RENE | 
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CHAP. vI. 


TIE clock had ſtruck eleven, and moſt 
people were retired. What to. do Edward 
could not reſolve; - once he thought of 
returning to the alehouſe he had firſt entered; 
but was convinced he ſhould, after what 


had paſſed, be refuſed admittance, particu- 


larly as he had but three-pence in his 
pocket he therefore proceeded flowly, till 
he found himſelf at the foot of the bridge 


which he had been told he was to croſs; 


when, upon turning his eyes to the left, he 


perceived a ſign, and a large ſtable-yard. 


He pauſed for a moment, and at laſt 


no 
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lantern, To obtain permiſſion to ſtretch MW bowe! 


himſelf out in a ſtable or loft, under ſuch Ml robbe 


circumſtances, was now become the height the I 
of his ambition; he therefore ventured into Ml good 
the yard, and to the oftler, who was going which 
his laſt round, preferred his humble requeſt, ¶ ſuppe. 
adding, he had no money to pay for a bed ir 
lodging, having been robbed of all he Hand h. 
poſſeſſed but two hours before. he wa 

This man, the moſt humane he had wd ſoon c 


met with, liſtened with evident marks of com- Of 
paſſion to his ſhort ſtory, and readily granted accuſte 
kis requeſt. He next examined the wound Nueber 

at the back of his head, and ſwore that a horſe lortab] 
could not have kicked harder than the too m1 
robber had done; and this was ſuch a painfu] 
convincing proof of his veracity, he put ſome 
ſomething to it, which he ſaid would do him rally re 
a great deal of good, reminding him, at tbe ur 
the ſamertime, that it was very coftly, ment, | 
| Edwar begged him to get him 2 people 
little beer, that they might drink together, to tho! 
and gave him all the money he had, relating hey we 
benevol 


how he came by it. The honeſt oſtler, 
l however, Z 


yet | 
om- 
ited 
und 
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the 
h 4 

put 
him 
„ at 
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however, ſwore he would not be alſo a 
robber; that would help him forward in 
the morning, fetching him a jug , of very 
good ale, and fame bread 'and meat, upon 
which he deſired him to make a hearty: 
ſupper, while he made him a comfortable 
bed in the bay loft with ſome horſe rugs ; ; 
and having arranged every thing as well as 
he was able for his gueſt's reception, he 
ſoon conducted him to his apartment. 
Of late years Edward had 'not been 
accuſtomed to many luxuries ; but he had 
never found even a down bed more com- 
tortable than his preſent couch. He was 
too much fatigued, and his head was too 
painful, to allow hin to cloſe his eyes for. 
lome time; his ideas, therefore, natu- 
rally reverted to his recent misfortunes, and, ; 
the unkind, not to ſay inhuman treat- 
ment, he had experienced. He. thought the 


THE SAILOR 


people of the ſouth muſt be very different 
to thoſe of the north of England, where 


hey were renowned for their hoſpitality and 
benevolence ; elſe. he had been peculiarly 
1 = unfortunate | 
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unfortunate in the few appeals he had made 


to the humanity of the Kentiſh men; who! 


had ſo diſguſted him with his native country, 


that he was more than once tempted to 
with himſelf back again upon one of the 


uncivilized iſlands they had touched at in 
their voyage. $9.5 

- He was awoke in the morning, though 

not very early, by the people in the ſtables 

beneath where he ſlept, and found himſelf 

much refreſhed, though very ſtiff and 

unwell : he was beſides very thirſty, and his 


head was more painful than ever. He} 


however roſe, and went to a pump in the 
yard, where he waſhed the blood and dirt 
off his face and hands, and alſo took a hearty 
draught, which he thought would help him 
on his way. He was ſoon perceived by the 
oftler, who kindly enquired how he found 
himſelf, and blamed him for drinking water, 
„ which was bad in the ſhoes, but worſe 
in the guts,” he obſerved,. giving him 
a bumper of gin by way of correcting it; 
* then wiſhed him well, and after a h 


1 A | 
— N 
* 


ſhake 
let foi 

It u 
he rea 
any th 
little v 
had he 
vaialy 
that ev 
have C 
upon | 


pay for 
courage 
again. 


ock 0 
e able 
ny th 
eſting 


out aga 
but had 
Itrength 
ight m 
0 lit de 
18 eral | 


THE SAILOR BOY. 91 


hake of the hand, they parted, and E Award. 


ade 

ho Net forward on his journey. 

try, It was three o' clock in the afternoon when, 
to Mc reached Dartford, and he had not taken 


the Ny thing ſince he left Rocheſter, exceptiigy; 
little water at a brook by the road- ſide, nor 

had he then any inclination to eat. He had 
raialy hoped, when they firſt came in ſight, 
bles that every carriage which paſſed him, would 
\ſe}{ Have offered to convey him a few miles 
upon his journey ; but as be could not 
pay for riding, he could not muſter ſufficient 
courage to crave the charity of any one 
Wactin, He had re{dlyed to ſpend his whole 
ock of caſh in this town, hoping he ſhould 
e able to reach London before he-wanted 
ny thing more. He did ſo, and after 
elting himſelf for about two hours, ſet 
ut again quite refreſhed, as he thought; 
but had not proceeded half way, before his 
ſtrength began to fail him, and he was yet 
ight miles from town, when he was obliged 
0 lit down by the road- ſide to reſt himſelf. 


Several Carriages paſſed him as the evening 
| Cloſed 


— 
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go; and he was ſo abſolutely exhauſted and 
id faint, he only wiſhed to find ſome place 
where he could once more ' ſtretch his 


had neither ſtrength nor courage to ſeck 
QAadmittance even into the out-houſes of any 
of them. He therefore merely ſought ſome 
auiet corner, where he.might remain, unper. 


rather crawled than walked towards it, 
and ſoon diſcovered a ſtile which led into t How 


9 i 
. nl 
| | 4 * : 


cloſed in. His pallid looks were certainly Man ac) 
calculated to excite compaſſion, and mam the ft 
appeared to pity him, and catled to knoy Ma gent 


what had befallen him; but contented them: Wwhich 


with obſerving he had been very {MWwbat « 
fortunate, without endeavouring, in am from i 


reſpect, to alleviate his ſufferings. poplar 


The ſun was ſetting, when, to his infinite Hſtile, 
regret, he found he had ſtill ſeven miles ty ſhoule 
hedge 
the co 
uſt ſel 
heard | 
ing, cli 
who ſ. 
mome! 
who w. 
don't u 
| nevet 
we hay 
us.“ | 
cc I 
little f 


wearied limbs. Not a houſe was to be fee 
likely to afford a night's lodging to ſuch 
being as himſelf. Some very handſome 
villas were ſcattered at a diftance, but he 


ceived, till, morning; and feeing a thick 
well-cut quickfet hedge to the left, he 
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little farther with 
Ho foon it got dark! But go along—we 
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an adjoining field, apparently laid out in 
the ſtyle of a pleaſure-ground, as there was 
a gentle ſlope down to the hedge, above 
which ran poſts and chains, to prevent 
what cattle might be turned into the 
from injuring the hedge. Two fine Italia 
poplars both ſhaded and concealed the 
file, under one of which he thought he 
ſhould lie quite at his caſe, as that and the 
hedge would completely protect him from 
the cold, According to this plan, he had 
juſt ſettled himſelf for the night, when he 
heard footſteps near him, and, upon liſten- 
ing, diſtinguiſhed the voices of two females, 
who ſeemed haſtily approaching. The 


moment they reached the ſtile, the one 


who was firſt, cried, Thank Heaven, I 
don't mind now—we ſhall ſoon be at home; 
| never will ſtay out fo late again, without 
we have my father or ſome gentleman with 


© I wiſh we had let the ſervant come a 
us, was the reply. 


tall 
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ſhall be ſcolded for our imprudence I dan 8 
ay. „ 8 yy for bu 
'The firſt had got over, and was proceed. un 66 
ue. according to her companion's deſire, ſhe ( 
4 in ſtepping over the ſtile, caught mn 
hr of Edward, whoſe unexpected appear _ 

! ance in ſuch a place, and at ſuch a time d ner ag 
the night, might have ſtartled a mor: lum t 
courageous perſon than a girl of ſixteen peatec 


She gave a violent ſcream, fell over the no <a! 
Mile, and fainted cloſe to the object of he rec 
terror, who, ill as he was, ſtarted up to gire tale, 
her every aſſiſtance in his power, and tu receive 
aſſure her ſhe had nothing to fear. Upon clared 
hearing her ſcreams, her friend flew bach vas at 
Juſt in time to ſee Edward as he was riſing; irom h 
which alarmed her ſo dreadfully, the ran d of fo t 
as faſt as ſhe could, ſcreaming, © Murder! when 
murder!“ with all her might. advanc 

Good Heavens !” exclaimed the dif} The 
treſſed Eduard, ſurely there is no end] Edwar 
to my misfortunes ! raiſing the young lach a deep 
as well as he was able, and ſaying even #5 no 
thing he thought likely to calm her fears been t 
| ang an | thoug| 
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though he hardly knew whether it was ſafe 


dan 3 
for him to remain where he was, as he now 
na the riſk of being accuſed of murder, ſor 
ceed. | ve 
ſhe ſhewed no ſigns of life. 
leſire, 3 | 3 ll 
heel In this ſtate of truly anxious ſuſpeni{al 
— continued for ſeveral minutes, ſupport 
ber againſt the ſtile, when a deep ſigh led 


ne d 
more 
teen, 
> the 


peated his former affurances of her being in 
no danger, and told her, as ſhe appeared 


f hei to recover her ſenſes, his ſhort and ſimple 
gie tale, and concluded by hoping ſhe had not 
q received any injury from her fall. He de- 


clared he ſhould never forgive himſelf if ſhe 
was at all likely to be a material (ſufferer 
from his having ſought the friendly ſhelter 


Jpon 
back 
ſing; 
un Of 


der! 
advancing. 
ail There appeared ſo much ſincerity in boch 


ene 
was NOW as anxious to relieve, as ſhe had 


been to ſhun him. Her terror. having 
totaily 


ver 
fears, 
ought 


him to hope ſhe was recovering. He re- 


of ſo thick a hedge, and not having [poke 
when he heard her and her companitr 


Edward's words and looks, that they made 
lad; © deep impreſſion upon his auditreſs, who 
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totally ſubſided, ſhe was ſoon able to riſe 
and to expreſs her real coinmiſeration for 
the unfortunate youth before her, telling 
him. her friend's father's houſe was not 
chan a quarter of a mile diſtant, and 
Me the hoped he would be accom- 
modated with a lodging and every other 
neceſſary ; however, whether or not, ſhe 
requeſted his acceptance of her purſe, and 
wiſhed it was more amply-filled, putting 
it into his hand, while ſhe: ſhed tears of 
Tympathy at the recollection of the un- 
merited NE that had . e his 
Ware. 

Dusble to expreſs the various feeling; 
that oppreſſed him, Edward could on 
bedew the beautiful hand, that thus bounti- 
fully relieved him, at a moment when he 
had en begun to deſpair, with tears of 
cordia gratitude; nor could he let it go 
' without venturing to raiſe it to his. lips 
His agitation ſpoke far more forcibly in 
his favour than any words could have 
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| They were in this ſituation, when they 


heard ſeveral people advancing with great 


ſpeed. The other young lady had run all 
the way home, where ſhe had created a gene- 
ral alarm, by. declaring her friend 
been murdered ;' that ſhe had ſeen her da 
upon the ground, and her blood upon the 
villain's- clothes ;” proteſting ſhe had nar- 
rowly eſcaped ſharing her fate. 1. 


So terrible a ſtory made every one in 


the houſe arm themſelves with the firſt 


weapons they could lay hold of, and fly 
towards the ſtile where the murder had been 
committed, the young lady and her father 


heading the party; but the moment they 


caught ſight of her whom they expected to 
find a corpſe, converſing very familiarly 
with a young man, whoſe appearance cer- 
tainly might have warranted the ſuppoſition 
of his being a robber, the old gentleman 
hardly dared believe the evidence of his eyes, 
but called out, Who is there?” white 


his daughter, holding faſt by bis arm, ſcream-' 


ed out, Mercy upon me, Maria, i is it you? 
op Un. . 


_ VOL, 1. | "oF 
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M8 Undoubtedly,” ' was the reply. „This 
vnfortunate young man, being too ill 
to purſue his journey to London, laid 


' down to reſt himſelf under this hedge ; and 


Inas filly enough to take him either for a 


"ghoſt or a robber, 1 can hardly tell which.” 


„An unfortunate young man,” ſaid the 
father, as he ventured to approach; * why, 


Jane, what is all this? Have you been 


making fools of us-all by way of a. 9 goed 
Joke ?“ 5 
Upon my honour, Sir, I thought what 


I to!d you Was truth; I am fur 1 aw Maria 


dead, as I ſuppoſed.“ 


e certainly was childiſh nid; to 
- faint, Sir, and am really ſorry I bave fo 
unneceſſarily alarmed you for my ſafety. 
This young man, as you may perceive, has 
been wounded, and afterwards robbed him- 
ſelf, far from lit either to en or 
rab 98 


% The laſt part of your wk; may be 
true, child,” laid the old gentleman, but 
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it's all a fudge, take my word for it; ; ſome 
vagrant, 1 ſuppoſe, who wiſhes to excite your 
charity. I wonder how you could, for a. 
moment, be impoſed upon by ſuch ſtale 
ſtuff; I am truly happy you have eſcaped] 
ſo well: as for the fellow's lying in the 
ditch, why it was merely to flatter or 
frighten you out of a little money when he 
law the way you were going; ſo pray come 
along home, and let him go + -about his 
buſi neſs,” | | 

Ln Indeed, Maria, my father is in the 
right,” ſaid Jane, in French 3% J only 
wonder how' you could think of remaining | 
ſo long with ſuth a ſhabby wretch. -T am 
ſure, if he had not known our houſe was ſo 
near, you - might have repented; it was 
really, in my opinion, being very fool- 
hardy: feel in your pockets—there | is 00 
knowing what ſuch low wretches are capable 
of doing, and while you were inſenſible.” 

* What is all that there ?“ - cried the | 
father, who was no proficient in a. 5 


vl, if | g , ; 2 
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I was only ſaying ſomething, Sir, I did 
not wiſh every body ſhould underſtand.” 

Perhaps you were right in that, girl ;— 
but pray, young chap, where Were you 


robbed?” 


* On the other gde of e dit, 
rather later than this laſt night.” . 
74. Aye,;:1 thought it was not very lately, 


Where was you coming from, and where 
are you going ? Though [ ſuppoſe all roads 
are alike to you.“ 


Indeed you wrong me, Sir. © But five 
days ſince I broke out of a French priſon, 
and had, I can hardly call it, the good for- 


tune, conſidering the uſage I have met with 


ſince my landing, to arrive at Dover the 


a night before laſt ; and had I been able, 


meant to have reached London to- night.“ 
« Oh, then I ſuppoſe you have Lara to 
talk French Sibhariſt e WA 
Edward bowed. __ 8 
e Touch him up a bit, Jane; ; let us hen 


whether he has been among the Mounſeers. 
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e Tf thele ladies wiſh it, Sir, 1 will 
tranſlate, word for word, what your daughter 


ſaid to her friend, which muſt convince you 
| underſtand the. language in which ſhe 
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pole * 


% Well, that is not a reaſon why you 
hould be a better or a more honeſt man, 
ſo ſet ns about your buſineſs- I ſay once 
more,” 908 
« I wiſh I was able to hon your injunc- 
tions, Sir; I am really too ill to walk any 
farther ; you certainly can't object to my 
remaining under this hedge till daybreak, 

when 1 will endeavour to proceed on mF 
journey.” \ | 

« Only think,” obſerved Jane, in Italian, 
gain addreſſing her friend, * of the fellow 
underſtanding me; I dare ſay he has been 
ſome time in France; I have a great faney 
to aſk him.” | 

Edward inſtantly 0 in the 8 lan- 
guage, I only with, Ma' am, I could as eaſily 
convince you that neither you nor your 
hend had any thing to fear from my want 

3 35 of 
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of honeſty. I am not a common ſailor, pail 
and have not been more this time than five I in c 
days in France, when I fortunately made to 
my eſcape in this. diſguiſe z and had I met whit 
with any humane perſon when 1 landed at 'om: 
Dover, who would. have liſtened to my head 
fimple ſtory, I might ere this have been in ¶ into 
Lendon, where J flatter myſelf IT have teme 
triends, who would have repaid tenfold any ſhe | 
obligations conferred upon me at ſuch a how 
time. agalr 
As the old gentleman was as ignorant of help 
Italian as he was of French, he grew quite volen 
Peevich, and inſiſted upon the girls accom- have 
panying him home, telling one of the ſer· ¶ more 
vants to give the fellow fix-pence, which I ſeeme 
was plenty to carry him to London; and to reliev 
leave him to find the uſe of his limbs, 
which he would be bound he would be able 
to do as ſoon as their backs were turned. 
Edward rejected the proffered gift with 
Tome ſcorn, and had the ſatisfaction to per- 
ceive his compaſſionate young friend ap- 
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paſſed bim very cloſe when (he was obligi 
in conformity to the old gentleman's orders, 


to accompany him home, and ſaid, in a 


whiſper, „1 will endeavour to ſend you 
ſome aſſiſtance;F“ and, upon turning her 
head as ſhe drew near a gate which led 
into the pleaſure- grounds, ſhe perceived he 
remained ſtanding in the very ſpot where 
ſhe had left him: —indeed he hardly knew 
how to move, except to ſtretch himſelf out 
again upon the cold ground ; and could not 


help thinking the great man, whoſe bene- 


volence did not ſeem very extenſive, would 


have been better pleaſed had there been 


more truth in his daughter's report, as he 


ſeemed far. more inclined to puniſh than to- 


rcheve the wants of- his tellow-creatures.. 


, * 
- 7 \* 
1 , 
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| I HE gentleman in queſtion, who: was a 
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CHAP. VII. 


City Alderman, was by no means a bad 


character ; 


but inclined to be ſa very much 


upon his guard againſt impoſition, he fre- 
quently ſuffered a real object of charity to 
ſolicit in vain, for fear he ſhould beſtow his 
money upon thoſe he  confidered as unde- 


ſerving his bounty 


for he acknowledged, 


during bis walk back to the houſe, he 
approved of the young fellow's ſpirit, which 
Mas a ſtrong proof he was no common, 
- whining, canting beggar ; therefore, if he 
was at the ſtile an hour hence, he would 
ſend him to * n where he might be 
taken 
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taken care of, which would be only follow- 
ing the golden rule, and that was one of his 
maxims. 
He certainly looked very ill, as far as 
they were able to diſtinguiſh by the light,” 
the young ladies obſerved ; © and he muſt 
be a -young man of a reſpectable family 
they ſhould ſuppole, ſince he ſpoke both 
French and Italian far better than they did, 
who bad been years ſeudy1ng both under 
'as a excellent. maſters.” 1 46 
bad Alderman. Bulford's (for bach was the 
auch Nsentleman's name) intention of. letting him 
fre- (remain another hour expoſed to the night 
ty to Nur, and a very ſtrong dew, did not meet the 
w his approbation of the generous Maria, Wo ſent 
nde Nor her maid into her dreſſing- room the 
loed, moment ſhe reached the houſe, and told 
„ be ber, as ſhe valued her. friendſhip and 
thick Nprotection, to get one of the men- ſer s. 
mon, Nrants, in whom ſhe could confide, 00 
if he ecompany her, without loſs of time, to the 
ould tile; and if the poor young man was 


at be Hunab! c to walk without aſſiſtance, they muſt 
akenll ES | endeavour 


is 
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endeavour to ſupport him to the neareſt N even 
public-houſe, which, if ſhe recollected right, N aſiſt 
Was the Crown, where ſhe would fee he had to ri 
every thing of the beſt the larder and IM arm, 
cellar afforded ; and to affure the land- mad 
lady, who was a widow of. a very good ll balt 
character, and to whom ſhe had been par- MW whe! 
OY kind, "ne the would {ee her well I lady 
| pe. Py . diate 
The maid had no will but her miſtreſs's, of v 
of whoſe generoſity ſhe bad frequently re- MW bom 
ceived, convincing proofs ; therefore, after ¶ ſome 
affuring her that her orders ſhould be tor t 
- - ferretly obeyed, and punctually executed, P. 
ſhe haſtened down ſtairs, and calling the lady, 
coachman, who was her greateſt favourite and, 
among the men- ſervants, eaſily prevailed i was 
upon bim to attend her to the ſtile, where, M your 
as they bad been, taught to expect, they iſ went 
found poor Edward, who, to avoid the cold, I land 
had once more crept into his former birth, iſ one 
where he muſt have paſſed the night, not- wher 
withſtanding the ample ſupply of -caſh hel toge! 


had Feed. as he was — unable himſ 
| even : 
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eren to crawl any farther. | With their 
aſſiſtance, however, he was once more able 
to rite; and, ſupported by ;the coachman's 
arm, who aſſured him it was not far, he 
made ſhift to reach the Crown, about 
balf a mile diſtant from his reſting-place, 
where, in purſuance of Mrs. Harris's, the 
lady's maid's orders, a good bed was imme- 
diately prepared for him, and a large baſon 
of white-wine whey. She then returned 
home, and. was 'not only praiſed, but hand- 
ſomely rewarded, as well as the coachman, 
lor the zeal ſhe had difplayed., 

Particularly anxious to pleaſe ſo good a 
lady, ſhe roſe very early in the morning, 
and vent to the Crown, before her miſtreſs 
was ſtirring. No one had been into the 
young man's room when ſhe arrived; ſo ſhe- 
went and tapped at the door herſelf, the 
landlady following her up ſtairs. As no 
one anſwered, ſhe knocked ſtill harder, 
when, hearing the bed move, they entered. 
together, and enquired , how . he found 
himſelf. Edward aſſured them he had 
e . flept: 
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cc 


ſlept very comfortably, and was uch 
better. The maid, whom he inſtantly MW milt 
recollected, ſaid if ſhe had Known he had * o 
been aſleep, ſhe would not have diſturbed I ferv: 
him, but ſhe was impatient to enquire how If penc 
he was; requeſting he would lay till, N lady 
as ſhe could not ſtop a moment. The fee 
landlady bezged to know what he would but 
cChuſe for his breakfaſt. He ſaid he meant ¶ affed 
to riſe preſently, when he ſhould be obliged MW 2dr 
to her for a baton. of tea. That ſhe. pro- WW the v 
miſed him in a ſew minutes, but told him MM emo 
he muſt not think of riſing; yet, fatigued and ford, 
ill as he was the Preceding niglit. She would N Know 
wait upon him herſelf, and in bed he beart. 
mould remain for at leaſt two hours longer. pays 

She was very kind, Edward ſaid, and ium t 
ee to know the name of the lady H felt n 
who he was convinced had ſaved his life, N tuch : 
as: he really believed that paſſing the-night thoug 
where ſhe had found him, would have Ile mi 
been more than ſufficient to have killed if he 
bim, ill as he already . been.“ 
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« am not at liberty to reveal my 


miſtreſs's name, Sir,“ replied the maid, 


or would readily oblige you; but a 
ſervant's bread, you know, ſometimes de- 
pends upon their diſcretion ;-and my young 
lady is, to be ſure, the beſt miſtreſs, and the 
ſweeteſt tempered creature that ever exifled: 


but ſhe don't wiſh. any one to know how 


affected ſhe was by your ſtory, for 1 will 
allure you the tears ſtood in her eyes while 


lhe was giving me orders about getting you 


removed here. But you know, Mrs. Mun- 
ford, her friends might blame bes; for God 


knows, the Alderman 15 not very tender- 
but then, as he ſays, he certainly | 
pays every body their. own, and a ſwingi 082 


hearted ; 


ſum to the poor- rates; ; and ſo he thinks him 


ſelf main good, and it would ill become i : 


ſuch as me to ſay any thing to the contrary; 
though he is no kin to my miſtreſs, but ſtill 


he might make a mountain of a mole-hill,. 
if he was to hear how charitable the had 


been,” | 


Very 
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« Very true, Mrs. Harris, 


obſerved the 


landlady. God will reward your miſtreſs 
ſooner or later, for all ſhe has done for me 
and mine I am ſure I ain bound to pray 
for her on my bended knees, every day that 
goes over my head; and for you too, Mrs, 
Harris, for the matters of that, and 1 ſhould 
ſcorn to tattle about any thing that might 
cauſe her anger, when ſhe only deſerves 
praiſe. I am' ſure this young gentleman 
is too ſenſible of her goodneſs and gene- 
_ roſity; to ſay or do any thing likely to bring 

her into trouble; God in heaven will bleſs 


ber for all her good deeds to the diſtreſſed.” 


c You have done me no more than juſtice; 


Mrs. Muntord,” replied Edward; 


46 yet | 


ſhould wiſh to know where I could ; at ſome 


| > future period ſend——” 


Se. 


2 Bleſs you, Sir,” interrupted the maid, 
5 my miſtreſs is very rich; and as for the 
trifle ne will have to pay Mrs. Munford 
upon your account, why it is like 4 drop 
of water in the ſea, and I am ſure ſhe would 


be highly offended if you was ever to think 
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of returning it; - why, ſhe could ſpare a 
hundred pounds eaſier than I could as many - 
pence, and would, for the matters of that, at 


any time, to do a charitable action. Her 
father allows her plenty of money, and her 


mother always keeps a hoard for her to go 


to; ah! many a brave pound does ſhe give 


away in the courſe of a year, for ſhe is not 


like the old Alderman,” going about to 


| enquire firſt whether it be a truly deſerving 


object. She an't fond of ſuch cautious 
charity but, as I was ſaying, Sir, if you 
ever ſhould chance to ſee; her again, IV 


not adviſe you to ſeem to know her; you 


might juſt take off your hat to- her, «< or fo, 
to convince her you remember 
neſs towards you; but as for 
neither likes nor deſires them, I haye often 

heard her . LP 
From the maid's diſcourſe; Edward was 
convinced her miſtreſs had. not mentioned. 
having given him her purſe ;. 
choſe to be. as diſcreet, merely ſaying, 
- 6 "HE 


he therefore 
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1 Then it was not your young Lady who * 


vou to enquire after me: this morning 5 
No, Sir, I came of my own. accord; 
ſne is not up yet, but I knew ſhe would be 
anxious to hear how you was, fo I ran over 
before her bell rung but I muſt hurry 
back again; if ſhe has any meſſage, or ny 
thing elle to ſend. you, I will come again.” 


I muſt entreat you- would preſent my. 


beſt reſpects to your generous Lady, and 


allure her no one can more gratefully feel. 
3 0 — uber the obligations ſhe has laid 


18 5 From what you have faid, [ 
Treg hope, even at any future- time, to 
| renew my thanks i in perſon; as I am reſol- 


of my diſcretion.” 

| Frepeat your very words to her, 

bring you her anſwer, if pol- 
8 waht of of e off before 

twelve 0 clock at foonelt * 

5 F 6 Certainly not, my good Mrs. Harris, 

49d 1 requeſt N will believe I hall 
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endeavour, ere long, to convince you that 
you have not obliged an ungrateful perſon.” 
« I took you for a gentleman born the firſt 
moment, Sir, and you are determined to 
convince me I was not miſtaken in my con- 
jectures ;” haſtening home, where ſhe was 
informed her miſtreſs's bell had rung twice. 
Indeed, Maria had not ſlept very well, as 
ſhe was angry with herſelf for having acted 
with ſuch privacy reſpecting the youth ſhe 
had bee o anxious to relieve, who might, 
perhaps, come to the houſe to return her 
his thanks, which e be an 
unpleaſant. | * 
The appearance of ai who imme 
diately informed her where ſhe had been, 
and the cautions ſhe had given Mes. Mun- 
ford and the young ſtranger, greatly re- 
leved her mind. Harris then repeated, as 
icarly as ſhe could remember, Edward's 
ꝛeſſage, declaring her ſolemn belief of his 


being a real gentleman, as both his words 


and looks beſpoke him of no. mean origin 3. 
i Se and 


11 
* 
. * 


enough to purſue his journey. 
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and as for his ſkin, his face excepted, it was 
as white as the Prince of Wales's, and no 
1 diſparage ment to his Royal ren nei 


ther, ſhe was convinced. 
Mlanria ſmiled at her maid's hebel 
declaring ſhe was very happy he was wel 


Faris 
ſhould pay him another viſit, and enforce 
her former cautions; for ſhe ſhould be very 
averſe' to having it known ſhe bad ſent him 


| to the Crown, as it might appear & afiront 
to "Alderman Bulford, 
would have done the ſame thing, if he had 
not been offended by having been ſo unneceſ- 


who, no doubt, 


ſarily alarmed for her atety ; ; for he actually 


reſo 


an impoſtor. 


had ſens to the ſtile at the time he had 
„and had concluded, from not 
he him there, he was, as he ſuſpected, 
'This, however, was of no 


find 


| confequence to the young man; but it was 


an additional reaſon for its being kept 2 


| | Tere that he had been removed 55 het 
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As ſoon as breakfaſt was Over, therefore, 
Harris was diſpatched to deſire Edward 
would neither directly nor indirectly take 
any meaſures to diſcover who her miſtreſs 
was, for the reaſons before related. 

Mrs. Munford, who had not ſallfired her: 
patient (having very ſkilfully .dretled the 
wound in his head) to riſe, choſe to be pre- 
ſent during their interview, and proteſted 
ſhe would be as ſecret as the grave. | 

Edwasd renewed his former promiſes and 
thanks, and as ſoon as Mrs. Harris was 
gone, roſe; and his coat having been 
thoroughly cleaned, made himſelf tolerably 
decent. He then thought of ſetting off, 
but-the landlady proteſted he ſhould not 
alk z ſeveral ſtages would paſs the door in 
the: cobrſe of the day, and he had much 
better think of having ſome dinner beſore 
he ſtarted. ; 

Edward was greatly inclined - to b 
the good old woman as much as poſſible, 
therefore agreed to her propoſal; and his 
8 when he found the ſtrengel of 

| | his 
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his purſe, added conſiderably. to the civitity 
of the never inhoſpitable Mrs. Munford. 
The firſtſtage was unfortunately full within- 


fide; but as he was very anxious to be in 


London, Edward mounted the roof, and 

had not proceeded more than a quarter of a 
mile, before. he perceived Maria and her 
maid walking upon the foot-path adjoining 
the road. He had but a very imperfect 
view. of her the. night before ; he was con- 
vinced ſhe was very handſome, andꝭ had ſhe 
been particularly plain, he would“ have 
diſcovered beauties 
he would ſcarcely have noticed in the 
fineſt face and form, whoſe owner was not 
- bleſſed with an equal ſhare of feeling: but, 


prejudice apart, Maria was a moſt lovely 
Girl. 


| kindly ſmiled in -return for his compliment, 
| gracefully waving her hand as he receded 
from her ſight.— May every bleſſing 


; attend be * creature! he mentally 


% WG : ſhall probably never mect 
h again; 8 
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in her countenance 


20 He ventured to take off his hat, and 
never felt more flattered than when ſhe 
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again; yet to hear of thy felicity, methinks, 
would greatly increaſe my own ; but never, 


by any imprudent enquiries, will I expole 


thee to the anger of thoſe, whoſe own 
ſelfichneſs might miſconſtrue- thy innocent 
behaviour, and reprove thee for having, at 


the riſk of their diſpleaſure, done ſo eHen- 


tial a ſervice to a poor fellow like myſelf.” 


He trained his eyes to catch a laſt glimpſe of 
her elegant ſorm; and when it was no 


longer viſible, he drew forth the very ſmart 


purſe he owed to her benevolence, which . 
he had but ſlightly examined at Mrs, 


Munford's, It was pale blue ſpotted with 


flver, and upon a pair of gold enamelled ; 
lliders was, croyes que je vous aime.— e This 


is ſurely the gift of ſome favoured mortal !” 
thought he; “ ſhe was perhaps not aware 


what ſhe was about, when ſhe fo generouſly 
beſtowed it upon ſuch a miſerable looking 
object as myſelf. Well, I will preſerve it - 


with the greateſt care, in hopes, at ſome 


future Feed chance may introduce * to 
© wh a | "IE" | U 5 2 its 


— 


118 THE SAILOR BOY. 


its former owner, when I ſhould ith; to 
convince her how highly I prize her gift.” 
It {till contained ſeven guineas and ſome 
 filver—more money than Edward had ever 
yet been in poſſeſſion 'of at, one time; he 
was therefore almoſt ſorry he had accepted 
ſuch a ſum, as the ſeventh part of it would 
have been more than he ſhould have ex- 
pended, or wanted :—he, however, returned 

| it into his pocket, and entered into conver- 
fation with the coachman, who came from Epv 
Chatham, and told him a very daring rob- 
bery had been committed only the night 
before, by two footpads diſguiſed like 
ſaꝛilors, in the neighbourhood of Rocheſter; 


was 4 [ 
going it 
at the f 
which v 


the raſcals had, however, very fortunately Ne 
been taken, and, from bis deſcription of Enelan 
them, Edward had no doubt but they were Nowy! 
the very villains who had ſo baſcly plunder- populo: 
ed him of his ſmall ſtock of caſn; and could {ices his 


not help rejoicing they were ſo ſoon likely to eſt Eng 
meet with their deſerts, while he was more Wn ſuch 
convinced ſuch wretches are puniſhed even heir ab 
in this world, to deter others from follow-J 3 


ing lo baneful an example. 


* 


* * C * 1 


* 


CHAP, VIII 


EDWARD wing) told the coxchman he 


Was a ranger to London, and that he was 


going into Crutched Friars, he fet him down 
at the foot of London Bridge; directing him 
which way to take. 


Now has my beloved benefactor reached 


England i in ſafety?” he wondered, as he 


lowly proceeded through ſome of the moſt 
populous ſtreets in this great metropolis? or 


loes his brother live where he did when we 


eft England ? Moſt probably, for merchants 
n {ſuch an extenſive line feidom ct ange 


Foeir abode while | in ee : 


' Moſt 
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he approached the well-known door, upon 
- which, to his infinite joy, he read the name 


| 8 that face before, pale as it now is: — 


© his very words! 2 


120 n SAILOR BOY. 


Moſt of thoſe whom he met or paſſed, « . 


either made ſome remark upon his appear me ſo 
ance, or turned their heads to take a ſecond Mrs. 


ſurvey of him; for though his coat wa very E 
very clean, and did not fit him badly, into rec 


"ſcanty cut, and the martial cock of his lar 1 
- hat, fo plainly evinced they were both good C 


his {ki 
and a 
at hom 
family 
by wha 
of Bloomfield. He gave one gentſe tap Hor the 
it was very ſpeedily opened by an el deins afr: 
——_ whoſe face was quite familiar tl Edw 
him; and before he could enquire whetherairs, : 
Capftain Bloomfield was in gn: ſheWnquiric 
_ exclimed— _ a his t1 

« Why mercy upon met: ſurely 1 hac t the c 
et in a 
be Cap 
deen wi 
dward 
altened 
vor, 


3 that he excited general furprik 
and curioſity, and was therefore very glad 
when, having perfectly recollected the hou', 


but no, it cannot be him; the Captain faid 
but this bleſſed morning, his dear ſon mull 
have gone to the hottath: -ab, thoſe wen 


was - 


£ 3 | : | . 0 And 
58 *4 1 
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6c And does my dear benefactor honour 
me ſo far as to ſtyle me his ſon, my good 
Mrs. Collins? for Isafſure you I am that 
very Edward Forteſcue you were ſo kind as 
to recollect. Where is my beſt friend? 
% Thank God thank God! Why, the 
good Captain will be ready to jump out of 
his ſkin for joy ; welcome 'back, a thouſand 
ind a thouſand times | The Captain is not 
it home, no more indeed are any of the 
family but do you come in, and tell me 
by. what Providence you have been ſaved ; 
fr the hip I ſuppoſe ſunk, as the Captain 
nas afraid ſhe would?“ 
Edward was following the old lady down 
fairs, and haſtily anfwering her numerous 
nquiries, that he might put a few queſtions 
n his turn, when there was another knock 
t the. door, which forced her to return, and 
is : tt in a ſailor who came alſo to enquire for 
be Captain, As he was one of thoſe who had 
Ken with him during his laſt voyage, 
dward inſtantly re collected the voice, and 
altened back into the hall, where he was, 
„ 1 after 
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after a momentary ſtart of ſurpriſe ming'ed 
with joy, moſt cordially greeted by his old 

ſhipmate, | who began geagerly to enquire 
where he had been ſince they parted com- 
pany, and what had become of the crazy 
| hulk he had taken charge of; which being 
no better than thoſe ſhe firft belonged to, 
he ſuppoſed bad foundered ſomewhere ncar 
home, for he ſaw plain enough by his rig- 
ging, that he had been in an enemy's port: 
however, it mattered not a chew of- tobacco, 
ſince he had returned 1 in time to go out with 
them again.” „ 
Where are you going out then ſo 

ſoon S. aſked Edward, „and with whom?” 
The brave Captain Bloomfield ; and 
you may be ſure we ſhall, every man that 
came home with him, again accompany 

ſuch a commander; for you muſt know, a 

fooliſh fellow took it into his head to die the 


more 
requeſ 
refuſe 
Edo 
of the 
wantec 
ſtorm, 
and wh 


ſerving his King and country, for his ſhip 
was almoſt ready to put to ſea: howeve!, 
: 8 8 _ you know the old ſaying, 
; : p 66 't 


morrow. 
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« 'tis an il wind that blows nobody good; 
ſhe was immediately offered to our brave 
Captain, and he accepted the command, and 
we, not having beeh paid off, were turned 
orer to the Prince of Wales; ſo, thank God, 
we ſhall ſoon have another round with the 
Mounfeers, and you, I am ſure, will come 


along, though that d 


d French meagre 


ſoup don't ſeem to fit well upon your 


ſtomach. 


I don't like neither to fee your 


upper works out of repair; but never mind— 
old England ſoon ſets us all to rights. I 
can ſee you are heart-whole, and that's the 
main chance.—'The Captain told me this 
morning I muſt ſet out for Portſmouth to- 


Now I only want to ſpend one 
more day in London; do, my dear friend, 


requeſt the favour for me I know he won t 


refuſe any thing you aſk of him?“ 


Edward ſcarcely comprehended great part 
of the honeſt Tar” s clear narrative, and 
wanted to hear how they weathered the 
ſtorm, when they arrived at Portſmouth, 
and where the Prince of Wales was bound: 


* 


* * al ] : 
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anſwered. 


« Our old bark 8 it ſtoutly, ane we 
arrived ſafe in port the ſecond morning 
after we parted from you. 
going out in, is bound for the Weſt- Indies 
for three years, and ſo I aſk Jou * 
will you go with us?“ 


A 


all which queſtions were n6 ſooner put, than 


The ſhip we are 


« To be ſure I will !? was the * 


Then that is hearty, by G—d ! and 
no pray, my brave maſter, ſatisfy me a 
little bit in my turn; for I began to think, 
nay, we were all partly ſure, you had been 
hauled off to Davy Jones's locker.“ 
Edward gave him a brief account of every 
thing that had befallen him, and the old 
woman was every now and then ſcreaming 
with horror. and ſurpriſe, when a young 
man, the door being on the jar, haſtily 


entered the hall, and was running up ſtairs, 


uhen he caught fight of Edward, whom he 
ſlackened his pace to ſurveys with a, ſort 


of ironical fmile, which made: him preſume 


15 


* 


his _ was * ridiculous; nor 
| | could 


than 


| we 
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dies 
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could he forbear ſmiling i in his turn, while 
the old woman called out— 

« Where now, Maſter William? you are 
always in ſuch a hurry. Do you know who : 
this young gentleman is? No, ſay ; for 1 
remember you were at ſchool when he was 
here.laſt,” 

« Then it muſt be Mr. Forteſoue,” 
fried William, baſtily ſtepping back, and 
putting but his hand, etc vy Am I 
miſtaken, or not?? 

Oh you are right for once in your le, 
you wild-brained thing! * cried the od 


woman; ** you know it don't often OP 


as I always ſay,” | 
Edward took the bed hand, 1 
William ſaid, I knew it could be no one 
elſe ; I read the name in your looks, dame 
Collins. Have you ſeen my uncle, Mr, 
Forteſcue ?”? 65 a Gig 
1 pleafors I bave yet in tore, Sir. 


] am ſure it will be reciprocal when- 


ever you meet; and only laſt night we were 


. of you for an hour, or more, when 


Ls i 1 my 
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my uncle ſaid he would give a thouſand 
Pounds to any one who would affure him 
you were ſtill in the land of the living. 1 
think I muſt go in ſearch of him, on pur- 
poſe to claim the reward. Why, dame 
Collins, that ſum would laſt me about ſx 
months to daſh it away in ſtyle.” 
It would not laſt you as many weeks,” 
replied the old woman ; * therefore I hope 
your uncle will fave his money till you knoy 
| how to make a better uſe of it; but pray, 
may I know where you might. be Feng in 

ſuch haſte?? 8 

I am not going any where now :—but 
do pray, Mr. Forteſcue, come into the 


parlour ; do you, dame Collins, take the 


ſervant- under your protection. Have you 

dined, Sir? W dat have you you" in the 
Houſe 7“ | 

Fou told me you ; rag not dine at 
Homme, Sir, leaſe to remember.” | 
Very true, 1 certainly was ' engaged 
? ou ſhall TY me where 25 amn going, 

: Mr. Forteſcue.“ 


rr ng ey Ee. ——_— — ——— 
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Had I no other reaſon than my dreſs, | 
Mr. Bloomficld, I muſt have begged leave 


to decline your kind propoſal.” 


« That ſhall not keep you at home, I | 
am determined,” he replied, ang up 


ſtairs haſtily. 


There never was ſuch a wild youth,” 
faid the old woman; * but he is ſo droll, 
and ſo good tempered, he would make a 
body laugh if they were dying, ſometimes, 


[ verily believe. 


Ah! every body loves him 


both in town and country ; he is our gene- 
ral favourite, with all his youthful follies; 
for never was there ſuch a boy for pleaſure, 
though he would fit up all night, rather 
than leave any thing undone ; and I can ſay 
that for him, his father would truſt him 
ſooner than any clerk in his counting-houſe, 
where he has been ſince ſeven this morn. ', 


Ing :;—but mum!“ 


At that moment the object of her pane- : 


wparel. 


"hy 


8 


gyric returned with an arm full of wearlig 


«+, Heres 
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% Here, my good friend, chuſe among 


my wardrobe; ſuit N and I will be and 
your valet.“ hurr) 
Edward now, with wack; pleased his il W 
health, and the ſtill open wound in his head, ters, 
The old houſekeeper wondered he had no elle; 
remarked how unfit Mr. F orteſcue looked could 
to join any of his riotous parties. the C 
« am very ſorry ; he certainly does not abt 
look well, but I was in hopes it was chief ſoon | 
2 to fatigue and hunger; ſo why don't tated 
you ſee about getting us ſonie dinner? for I really 
ſhan't leave my uncle's beſt friend at home ed e 
alone.“ I frigatt 
Nor could head drovail- upon him to bear t 
fulfil his engagement. 7 tearne 
„ Nay no, dame Collins will be able to Lqwa 
give us ſomething or other very ſoon, if ſhe tude 
- buſtles ; though this is really a poor houſe benefa 
to come to juſt now. My father and In! 
mother are at Brighton, and my ſiſter is at his Ki 
Greenwich with a friend; add to which, | telling 
feldom dine at home, any more than my lady, 


« Well 
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_ © Well, well, only have a little patience, 
and I will do my beſt for you, gentlemen,” 
hurrying away for that purpole. | 

William had long, from his uncle's let 


nong 
Il be 


. ters, and ſtill more favourable report, 
N eſteemed his adopted ſon, and knew he 
hed could not pay his court more effectually to 
the Captain, than by treating his beloved 
we deve with every mark of politeneſs. As 
jel ſoon as-they were alone, he therefore expa- 
160; tiated upon his uncle's anxiety, who was 
for! really quite low-ſpirited, and almoſt repent- 
Wo ed having accepted the command of the 
frigate he was going out in, as he could not 
1 bear the idea of leaving England before he 
__ Warned ſome tidings of his much-regrettad I 
le t Edward ; whoſe heart overflowed with gra-. 
f ſhe titude while liſtening to theſe proofs of his | 
joule benefactor's attachment towards him. F 
ark In his tura he related his adventures ta 
is at his Kind hoſt, concluding his narrative bx 
ch, telling him that the bounty of an unknown 
1 m lady, whom he had very unintentionally - 


: * which had induced him, * way 
„ 3 " 
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of relieving her terror, to enter into 1 
few details, had enabled him to procure 4 
night's lodging, and to purſue his journey 
upon the roof of a ſtage-coach, which, to a 

perſon fatigued as he had been. was real 


luxury.“ 0 - 

William was ſo intereſted in his recital, 
that he had forgot he was hungry. , though he 
was not ſorry when the old houſekceper 
came running in to let them know dinner 
was ſerved in the eating parlour ;—thither 
they were adjourning, when they heard a 


carriage drive up to the door, upon the 


roof of which fat the ſailor who had 
immediately RAGE anne into dene 
Friars.“ 

* My uncle I am fore!” cried William, 


running to the ſtreet door. 


The moment it was opened, Here we 
are 1” bawled out the ſailor, with an air of 
triumph; ; © the Captain is in the hold!“ 
who ſcarcely ſuffered the ſtep to be let 
down, before he jumped out, and caught 


: * In his arms. Indeed, no ſon could 


have 
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have been deater to him; he even ſhed 
tears of joy, not unmixed with regret, when 
he gazed upon his pallid countenance. 

The ſailor followed them into the houſe, 
and as ſoon as he found an opportunity to 
ſpeak, ſaid, There, Maſter Edward, I am 
the lad for expedition you find, when I 
carry good news; and I have obtained double 
my with by way of a recompence, and a 
King's picture in the bargain, to lait the day, 
ſo I have not much time do you ſee to ſpare 
juſt now. I ran all the way to the Admi- 
ralty, where I thought. I ſhould find the 
Captain; but I was obliged to mount aloft 
coming back, to make that fellow at the 
helm bear a hand; fo when he did not flog, 
] kicked: him behind to jog his — 
being very handy to him.“ | 

Edward thanked him very cordially ; nad 
the Captain deſired him not to exceed 
two days more in town, promiſing 10 
reward him ſtill farther when he came on 
board. ber” G 4215 20.2 
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He then accompanied the young men 
into the eating parlour, where a comfort. 
able, though not a ſumptuous, dinner await- 
ed them, After which, and hearing Ed- 
ward's adventures, the Captain inſiſted upon 


his going to bed, and ſent for a ſurgeon to 


examine his wound, -who affured him a 
few days' quiet reſt would complete his 


cure. Dame Collins was therefore appointed 


his nurſe, as the Captain was very anxious 
to have him totally recovered before he 
went to ſea again, rightly zudging how much 
he would regret being left behind. 

The . brave Captain was truly affected 


with what his beloved pupil had under- 
gone, and ſhuddered at what might have 


been the conſequence. He beſtowed great 


applauſe upon the intrepidity which had 


induced him to attempt making his eſcape, 
and promiſed to get the companion of his 


flight put on board the Prince, only wiſhing 


he had either leiſure or power to puniſh 


the unfeeling wretches who had ſo nearly 
| Deen 


bee 
mar 
the 
relie 
wha 
give 
futu 

E 


read! 


regin 


|, migh 


aſſiſt 
in de 


nen 
Irt« 
at- 
d- 
oon 
to 
1 4 

his 


ted 


ous 
he 


ich 


THE SAILOR BOY. _—_ 


been the cauſe of his death by their inhu- 
manity; while he called down bleſſings upon 
the friendly female who had ſo opportunely 
relieved his neceſſities. He then told him 
what money was due to him, offering to 
give every neceſſary order reſpecting his 
future equipment. 
Edward had no will of his own; therefore 
readily promiſed to ſubmit to a proper 


regimen, and. a ſhort continement, that he 
might, with renewed health and ſpirits, 


aſſiſt in repaying what he conſidered + bunſelt 
In debt to the Moun ours. 
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CHAP. ix. 


During the enſuing week, Edward 
mended daily, and by way of completing 
his cure, the Captain, who was very buſy 
in ſettling his own affairs, previous to his 
again leaving England, adviſed his nephey 
to take him down into the country ' every 
niglit, as ſleeping in ſo pure an air would be keep 
of infinite ſervice to him. He would the 
accompany them when his buſineſs allowed good 
him ſufficient leiſure. * thou: 

'Mr. Bloomfield had a very elegant villa - 
about ſeven miles from London, in one of break 
the numerous villages adjoining Epping 
Foreſt; but was now at Brighthelmſtone with 
HD . Sn his 
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his Lady, for the benefit of ſea-bathing, and 
where the Captain had ſpent a few days 
upon his firſt arrival, as he would not hear 
of his brother's returning to town a moment 
ſooner than he had at firſt intended, upon 
his account, knowing both houſes were 
equally open for his reception. 

William readily promiſed to oblige his 


uncle; though Edward, fearful he ſhould. 
be a reſtraint upon this gay young Cit, would 


willingly have excuſed him; but he aſſured 
him he was particularly fond of variety, and 
as he had both horſes and a gig at his 
command, he ſhould enjoy theſe jaunts in 
ſuch excellent company. 

« Why, the ride will do one good, and 
keep the other out of miſchief,”” obſerved 


the Captain, © therefore it will anſwer two 
good purpoles.” —And-it was agreed they 
ſhould leave town the following even- 


ing, which was Saturday, and return to 


breakfaſt on the Monday. The Captain 


ay already engaged to dine with ſome 
friends, 
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friends, or he would haye been of the 

party. "2166 F 
His protege had, however, nearly recover- 
ed his natural colour, and was amply pro- 
vided, thanks to his munificence, with 
every ſort of wearing apparel : he had alſo 
given ordets reſpecting his uniform, but 
told him he muſt be contented to appear 
like a landſman for a few days, as his tailor 
could not get his blue coat ready ſooner ; 
and about five o'clock the next day, after 
what William called an early, and Edward 
thought a late dinner, they ſet out for 
Weſton in a very ſmart gig. It was too 
late when they arrived for the latter to 
diſcover any of the ſurrounding beauties ; 
he therefore, after an excellent night, roſe 
very early to reconnoitre, but found Wil- 
liam had preceded him into the gardens. 
The morning was delightful, but he declined 
ſhewing his friend“ the lions till after 
breakfaſt. Church was only in tbe after- 
NOON 3 therefore they ſhould have plenty of 
Thy time 
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time to dreſs, and ſee all the folks in 
the village before dinner. 

As Edward's clothes were of William's 
ordering, they were far more faſhionable 
than any he had ever yet worn, and he had 
therefore ſeldom looked better; though, in 
his own mind, he gave a decided preference 
to his uniform: — a cockade was the only 
badge of his profeſſion he now diſplayed, 
which William thought ſuch an addition to 


his hat, that he was reſolved to go into the 
Militia, that he might 90 a ſimilar 


privilege. 


Being both adorned ſoon after breakfaſt— | 


« Now for our ramble,” ſaid he; © this is 


about the time that our neighbours begin 


to ſhew themſelves at their doors and win- 


dows ; and I will treat you, as far as I am 


able, with the birth, parentage, and edu- 
cation of all the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
people in our village. A ſtranger is ſure to 
bring all the old creatures out of their 
| neſts,” | 


« I think 


N 
— 4 
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6 I think I ſhould have been far more | 


likely to excite their curioſity, had I come 
down in my Republican uniform, which, you 
remember, excited your mirth before you 
knew me.” 

Why, I mult agree it was a Biking 
dreſs,” replied William, but it would not 
amuſe in this village, where dreſs and 
. faſhion are the chief ſtudy. Being with nie, 
you muſt make up your mind to be ſet 
down for a City buck of the firſt claſs. 1 
only wiſh I was as tall as you are, though 


I hope I have not done growing. I think, 


however, they will give me credit for my 
Humility, as I certainly do not appear to 
my uſual advantage in your company; and 
I know they do not think me very deficient 
in vanity, NM 
generous to me than I deſerve, and is not 
a little blamed for encouraging my propen- 
ſity to diſſipation, as they term my love of 
pleaſure, by theſe mean grovelling miſers; 
he would never forgive me though, he has 
r told me, if I were to run in 

debt. 


My father is perhaps more 
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debt. So when I am very ſhort of caſh, I 
do penance in the country for a month or 
fix weeks ;—therefore, my dear friend, 


there is an advantage in having a country 


houſe, or I might be at ſuch times at a 


lols, Of late ] have been rather more 


economical, and have not ſpent more 


than a couple of days here all the ſum- 


mer, or, more properly, ſince my father 
and mother have been at ſuch a diſtance. 
But once more come along ;—you ſeem very 
lazily inclined this morning ; or are you 
afraid of turning the head of every pretty 
girl we may meet?“ 

I am afraid love is not much worſhip- 
ped among theſe votaries of Plutus,” Wen 
Edward, as they ſallied forth. 


Mr. Bloomfield's houſe was ſituated 
upon an extenſive green, and commanded a = 


moſt delightful proſpect. The gardens 


were kept in excellent order, and laid out 


with infinite taſte ; it was therefore deno- 
minated the great houſe, and its owner was 


conſidered 
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conſidered be far the moſt: opulent man in 
the neighbourhood. 

Edward was delighted with both the houſe 
and gardens, and declared he ihould not 
think it any hardſhip, were he to be told 
he ſhould ſpend the remainder” of his days 
> re. : 


% Then your Aiſpoſition does not beat 


much reſemblance to mine,” replied Wil- 
Jam; „ the firſt winter I was doomed to 


vegetate here, would be the laſt of my 


exiſtence ; even my father diſlikes it in the 
dreary ſeaſon, for we have ſuch a ſet of 
neighbours, they are abſolute torments, 
though they pay me a vaſt deal of court ;— 

not becauſe they either eſteem or even like 
me, for believe me I am not their dupe; 
the reſpe& I meet with may ſafely be placed 
to the ſcore of my father's gold ;—beſides, 
he is allowed to keep a remarkably good 
table; and though they all blame what 


they conſider as being very extravagant, they 


are all particularly anxious to partake of the 
_-_ things of this world, therefore they 
condemn 
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condemn what they ſo greatly enjoy. This 
is a queſtion I have more than once put to 


them, but they are very flow at taking ſuch 


hints. Perhaps I am indebted to my 


father's riches. for their forbearance, or to 
the hopes, that thoſe who have maiden 
daughters, nieces, or couſins, entertain of 


becoming nearer related to me. But which 


way ſhall we go, to the right or left? We 


are ſurrounded you perceive by boxes, 
which our neighbours GY with the name 
of villas. 


« I act at preſent Under your orders, 


therefore muſt requeſt you will lead the 


3” 


way. | | 
« Then wheel to the left,” replied Wil- 
lam, . „for behold my predictions are veri- 
hed; we have drawn all the good ſouls 
either to their doors or windows, and they 
are now dying with curioſity to diſcover who 
you are; fo come along, that you may take 
a nearer ſurvey of the good folks.“ 

Their progreſs was arreſted as they were 


pling! the het houſe: from Mr. Bloom- 
_—_— 
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field's, by an elderly lady, who opening 
a ſaſh, 
polite enquiries, which he anſwered as 
laconically as his innate politeneſs would 
allow. She hoped Mr. and Mrs. Bloom- 
field found benefit from fea-bathing ; his 
ſiſter enjoyed her health at Greenwich, &c. 
At laſt the young men were ſuffered to 
proceed; and when out of hearing, William 
obſerved, © That is the moſt reſpectable 
woman in the neighbourhood z rather too 
. preciſe and formal, but, upon the whole, ſhe 
is a very good character, and makes a re- 


ſpectable figure upon a very moderate 


income. She is the only friend my mother 
has here; but ſeldom or ever dines or ups 
from home, not chuſing to incur obligations 
ſhe cannot with propriety return. Two 


| maid-ſervants compriſe her houſehold ; and 
* though ſhe ſeldom goes out, and has ſtil 


more rarely company at home, ſhe is gene- 
rally eſteemed even by thoſe who take the 
 hberty of denominating her 3 eco- 
| e — * 9. 
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They were paſſing the garden of an 
adjoining villa, when William's diſcourſe was 
interrupted by a voice from within the 


paling, calling out“ Come along, Dicky, 


we ſhall be late in town.” 


Having advanced a few ſteps, they caught 


ſight of the ſpeaker, an elderly, ſhort, ill- 


favoured figure, who was hobbling, rather 


than walking, by the help of a ſtick, to- 
wards a parlour window, calling out, Peggy, 
where are you? What will you have for 
dinner, beſides what I have ordered for the 
ſervants? You are not fond of boiled 
beef -I am going out, you know; but 
there is the calf's heart I brought home 
yeſterday, or the ſheep's kidneys which I 
could not eat laſt night; though they are 
very good, cook ſays, and I have ſeen 
them.“ e : 

They did not hear the reply. . | * 

«© Now what think you of that gentle · 
man, Edward, who you find wants to 


arrange the whole of his Sunday's dinner 


at home before he goes out? 
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« I think he ſeems to live better himſelf 
than he appears to cater for the family; for I 


5 preſume it is the butler addreſſing the houſe- 


keeper.” | | 
8 You never 1 was mote miſtaken ; he is 
really the maſter of that handſome houſe, 
and that is his coach which is now driving 
round. Dicky, whom you beard him 


ſummons, is his coachman. The gentleman 

himſelf is by trade a ceoper, to which he 
was bound by the pariſh of St. Martin's-le- 
Grand. Peggy, whom you ſuppoſed to be 
the houſekeeper, is his fourth wife, and it 
is confidently aſſerted he is worth a plumb, 


and more. That really decent equipage 
is generally denominated his market cart, as 


he brings all his provifigns from London, 
where he buys every thing at the beſt hand; 
for he never truſts a ſervant to lay out a 


farthing, if he can help it, and many a one 


has he diſ miſſed for giving away a draught of 


[> ſmall beer, or a dry cruſt, Three days in 
= the week he dines in town, and if not at a. 


club, at a e ; and on thoſe days he 
never 
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never allows any thing to be qreſſed at 
home, except a kidney or a ſheep's heart are 
broiled ; but this being Sunday, he has 
ſtretched a point you find, for he ſeldom 
dines out on this day. Nie has been Known 
ſome few times, by way of a great regale, to 
allow Peggy a pound of tripe, or ſauſages, 
but not to chuſe; fact upon my honour | 
which is ſtill more extraordinary, you will 
think, when J aſſure you, from unduubted 
authority, Peggy brought him ſeven hundred 
a year, not three years ago, marrying be- 
cauſe ſhe could not afford to keep her 


carriage, ſhe alledged, upon ſo ſmall an 
income; and yet ſhe is not allowed to ride in 


her huſband's five times in the courſe of a 


year. The ſervants are even ſtinted in 


every article they eat or drink. His pota- 


toes he buys by the ſack, and has them 


weighed out regularly :—in ſhort, I ſhould 


never have done, were I to repeat the 
hundredth part of what I have heard of 


that old raſcal. He is, and ever has been, 
my averſion ; ſurely dame Nature never 
vie „„ H . intended 
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intended he ſhould have rode in his own 
carriage to have ſtood behind the counter 


of a indir ſhop, ought to have been 


the height of his ambition, and the ſummit 


of his preferment.“ 


« He would have. been an old villaia | in 


any line; was the reply. 


They had now reached another houſe, 


from whence ſallied a luſty matreh and her 
two daughters, who had many enquiries to 


make after Mr. Mrs. and Miſs Bloomfield's 


health, before they ſuffered the friends to 
purſue their walk; when William told his 
companion ſhe was a Clergyman's widow, 
who had lately entered the pale of Metho- 
diſm, was in conſequence grown extremely 
godly, and had morning and evening 
prayers, which ſhe wiſhed to make public 


for the benefit of her devout - neighbours. 


6x Unfortunately,” he proceeded, * I called 


upon her'one morning reſpecting a note ſhe 

had entruſted to my father's care, when her 

whole family were at their morning devotion; 

and, according to her invariable rule, was 
| admitted 
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Paimitted into the parlour, where ſhe was 
of holding forth for the benefit of her daugh- _ : 


n Br and houſehold, as well as ſome'few of 

5 her dependant neighbours, whoſe ſouls ſhe 
Bhd taken into her charge. Unwilling to 

n 


Jaiturb them, and having received a moſt 
gracious {mile from the preacher, ] behaved 
?, Yuith the greateſt decency till ſhe began 


de hymn, with which ſhe concluded 

? fer morning oriſons, when an old grey 

5 parrot joined {0 ridiculouſly in the chorus, 

2  Pinitating all his miſtreſs's movements, that 
is Ilvas obliged to ſtop my mouth with my 
„ landkerchief. What my looks expreſſed, T 


4 hop not; but certain it is, the whole 
/ on burſt out into a moſt immode- | 
S Inte fit of laughter, in which I joined moſt 


© Pprartily ;—even the two young ladies were 

* I nnable to ſuppreſs their mirth, and the 4 
Ford appeared the moſt diverted of the | 

„ urty. It fell to my ſhare to make excuſes =. 

I br erery one; and as I never had heard the 5% 


5 prot fing hymns before, though he did it aas 
gularly as his miſtreſs hitherto, to her no 2M 
So 1 0 | {mall 


— 
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ſmall edification, 


quentiy fince, when king of the ok 
fanatic and her parrot.” 
When they reached the next villa, the 
perceive), . notwithſtanding - it was the 
Sabbath, an elderly tall thin man arranging 
a variety of flower-pots before his door 


indeed he was ſo buſily employed, he dil 


not even notice the young men as the] 


paſſed. 


That man 1s, or more properly was, a 


architect, ſaid William; * he: made bf för f. 


fortune, in a great meaſure, by marriage, 


and ſoon kicked the filly body that endbled 


him to decline trade, out of doors, and then 


generouſſy allowed her twenty pounds 1 
year, averring it was more than enough for 
any old woman to have at her command, 


His cook, or, as ſhe ſtyles herſelf, his houſe 
Abou 


keeper, has ſince ſup plied her place. 


fix months ago the wife died, when Mr 


+ An requeſted m to make her an hone 
| wn 
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te z. Oman, probably too arduous a taſk for 
5 dc 


1e bar 
ry fe. 


him to undertake, as he peremptorily de- 
clined complying with her withes. She 
threatened to expole him, to leave his 


'| houſe, to make him aſhamed of himſelf, &c. 
The old fellow valued not what ſhe could ſay 


or do—he was above the world, and if ſhe 
did not with to be Lick out of doors, ſhe 
would hold her impudent tongue. Silence 
then enſucd, and the conteſt -was given up; 


and, like moſt lovers' quarrels, they have 


been better friends ever ſince ; but about 
three weeks ago, he was ſeized with a para- 
lytic ſtroke, and was in ſuch 1 imminent danger 


every moment would have been his laſt; 
Madam Jane 


was all but raving; for her dear maſter had 


not made his will, though he had promiſed 


to do it a hundred times. What was to 
become of her? appealing to every {oul who 
entcred the houſe, if ſhe had deſerved ſuch 
Moſt people conſoled her by 
agreeing her's was a very bard caſe ; while 

H 7 others 
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others bade her remember the deceaſed wiſe, 


8 v hom ſhe had aſſiſted to drive from he 


home, declaring this was only a juſt judg. 
ment; and in the climax of her grief and 
lamentations, the heir at law, a very lo 
fellow, merely a journeyman carpenter, 
made his appearance, and ordered her in- 
ſtantly to deliver up all the keys in he 
poſſeſſion, and then to pack up her rag, 
and take herſelf off; adding, he alſo meant 
to hang the yard dog which was laying by 
her, and by way of another very humane 
recreation, declared his reſolution to wring 
off the head of an old favourite parrot ty 
next morning faſting. 


« Mrs. Line was ſupported in not te. 
ſigning her truſt while life remained, and. 
the diſpute was warmly carried on on both 
tides for ſome time, when, behold, in the 


midſt of this violent debate, the old man 


opened his eyes, and recovered his ſpeech; 
and being ſoon informed, as you will be- 


lieve, of the cauſe of the diſpute below, 


which he had heard, without being able to 


enquire 
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enquire what it meant, he inſtantly gave 
orders to have the fellow kicked out of the 


pouſe, and forbade ever again to ſet foot 


within his walls: and the impudent raſcal 
really was ſerved as he deſired, by Mrs. 


Jane's friends. The firſt thing the old man 


did, after recovering his reaſon, was to make 
a will wholly in Mrs. Jane's favour, to the 
utter excluſion of his nephew.” 

« He was very properly puniſhed, 2 
But pray who ſecludes 


high walls, which 


to the habitation ?” 
© Theſe walls encloſe the houſe of one 
of the. greateſt originals in the village, 


| and one of its moſt opulent inhabitants. 
He was formerly a very good kind of 


a tradeſman ; dealt in ſnuff and tobacco, 
and reſided in Newgate Street.; but about 


eren years ago, owing to the death of a 
rich relation, he became maſter of that 


villa, and a very large ſum of money in the 
His predeceſſor having particularly 
H 4 | recom- 
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recommended his houſlipeger to his care, 

out of pure gratitude he has continued her 
in her poſt ; though it is now confidently 
affirmed he is grown even fonder of her 


than ever her late maſter was; and I am 


| ſure you will give him credit for his taſte 
and diſcerament, when I inform you ſhe is 


twenty years his ſenior. Fle is not more 
than forty, and one of the completeſt fools 


that ever exiſted. She, however, rules his 
houſehold with the moſt deſpotic ſway, 


eſtranges him from all his family and former 
connections, and has induced him to ſur- 


round bis manſion by theſe high walls, that 
they may not be ſubje&ted to the inconve- 


nience of being overlooked! by their low 


neighbours, for fuch ſhe indiſcriminately 
ſtyles the inhabitants of Wetton,; though 
even Strafford, the cooper, is a Prince, when 


com pared to himſelf,” 


William would have entered into N 
further details reſpecting this gentleman, 
if they had not been accoſted by four ladies, 
a mother and three daughters, who had all a 


ſmile 
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ſmile and a welcome for Mr. Bloomfield ; 
wondered he was not at Brighton with his 
father and mother; declared his ſiſter was 
becoine quite a truant ; and had the young 
men been ſo inclined, would have walked 
forward with them :—but William did not 
chuſe to profit by their condeſcenſion; he 
therefore ſoon made his parting bow, ſaying 
to- Edward - 

„That is rather an unfortunate family. 


There are two brothers beſides thoſe 


three girls, who are, as you perceive, all 
marriageable; but having no fortunes, are 


very likely to hang ſome time longer on 
hand. They. loſt their father about four 


years ago. He was a ſolicitor of great 
eminence, and, like many more people, 


lived in a much greater ſtyle than his 
income, which was chiefly derived from the 
profits of his buſineſs, would ſupport : and 
bis children are paying the penalty of his 
folly, criminality, or imprudence, whichever 


you pleaſe to term his conduct, and would, 


| Wt doubt, meet with much more commiſe- 
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ration than has, or ever will fall to their 
ſhare, had they borne their proſperity 


«* more meekly.” But when Fortune appeared 
to ſmile upon them, they were haughty and 


overbearing, The mother was then called 


Madam Seldon, and would not have croſſed 
this green on foot when drefled, even had 


her beſt friend been at the point of death; 


and actually, in addition to a very handſome 
coach, kept a ſedan purely for her own 
ule, 
port the appearance of gentlewomen, and 
their whole ſuite conſiſts of one maid ; nay, 


ſo much are they humbled, that Jam vain 


enough to believe I might now, without 
expoſing myſelf to their ridicule, aſpire to 
the hand of one of the Miſſes.” | 


Edward hoped he meant to put them to 
the trial. 


& No, faith! the pitls, though handſome, | 


were nevet to my taſte, But here reſides our 


Clergymaß, or more properly our Rector's 


Curate, an Iriſhman, who is, honeſtly ſpeak- 


ing, a diſgrace both to his country and 
- cloth, 


At preſent, they with difficulty ſup- 
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Pay 


cloth, and cuts a prodigious figure upon 


fixty pounds a year ;—this will not much 


ſurpriſe you when I inform you he has 
never paid a tradeſman's bill ſince he took 


up his abode in this village, which he did 
about eighteen months ago. When any of 
his ſervants aſk for money, he kicks them 


out of doors, as a flight puniſhment for 


their inſolence; and when they have nothing, 


in their larder, which has frequently hap- 
'pened of late, as neither butcher nor baker 


are inclined to give them any farther credit, 


they actually force themſelves into. ſome of 
their neighbours houſes, and half jeſt, half 
earneſt, invite themſelves to dinner. This. 
has really been practiſed frequently; but of 


late they have adopted a newer method when 


thus preſſed; they uſually divide, fo cannot 


bear to dine alone, My father has long both 


ſhunned and diſliked them]; yet even we are 
frequently plagued with their company,, 
when-it is impoſſible to give them a denial, 
that is, when we have other gueſts. Juſt. 
before my father went to Brighton, they 

H. 6 n 
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dropped in one nnn when he happened 
to have a few ſelect friends from town, 


among whom was a jeweller of the firſt 
eminence, a relation of my mother's, with 
whom the Divine ſoon ſcraped acquaintance, 
and in the courſe of the week happening to 


be in London, and by mere accident paſſing 
very near his ſhop, he could not do leſs than 
ſtep in to enquire after his health; and was 
ſo ſtruck with ſeveral things in his line, ſo 

much ſuperior to any thing of the kind he | 
had ever ſeen before, that he gave various 
| orders, and was very preſſing to have them 


executed, Not doubting either his pro- 


bity or ability to ſatisfy his demands, plate 


and trinkets, to the amount of near ſixty 


pounds, were ſpeedily ſent down to the 


Rev. Mr. Reynolds, which never have, nor 
never will be paid for. The parſon wil 


therefore molt probably be, arreſted, if he 
does not quickly ſhift his quarters. | 
And thus have I led you round our 


green, and given, as I promiſed, the hist. 
: __ 
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of all our moſt diitinguiſhed neighbour 
as they have been handed down to me.” 
And a very curious ſet they are, I muſt 


acknowledge,“ replied Edward. 


« You are perfectly right; though, ex- 


cept Reynolds, there are no abſolute bad 


characters amongſt them: —it is only the 


world as it goes, ſome better, and ſome 
| worſe. 


Mrs. Beaver is a very reſpectable 
member of ſociety. Old Strafford, if he 
does no good, does little harm; there are 
people who like to hire ſervants from his 
houſe. The lady who owns the devout 


parrot, is {uppoled to be actuated by good 


intentions. Of the architect I can ſay but 
little; though, like his neareſt neighbour, he 


pas hurt no. one but himſelf, And the 


lawycr's family are, notwithſtanding their 


paſt conduct, more to be pitied than blamed. 


For Reynolds I offer no excuſe. The ſnuff- 
man, as I always call him, makes great 
ſavings, which may enable his ſucceſſor to 
do what he has not a heart to perform, 


4 Such, however, 1 is the general run of ſociety. 


in 


> 
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in the genteeleſt villages near the metro- 


polis, with here and there a few exceptions, 


« The good folks, with whoſe hiſtories l 
have endeavoured to amuſe you, have all, 
more or leſs, great pretenſions to morality, 
One and all, they regularly attend divine 
worſhip, though ſome of them, I am con- 
vinced, go to Church merely for the expreſs 
purpoſe of criticizing the congregation: 


however, it has a good appearance, as my 
father obſerves, and even hypocriſy is of leſs 
dangerous 9 to ſociety than avowed 


profligacy.”” 

Before Eduard could reply, a young man 
in a clerical dreſs came out of a very ſmall- 
houſe cloſe to them, but which did not face 
the green, 


lateneſs of the hour, ſoon hurried away. 
„That is the deceaſed lawyer's eldeſt 
ſon,” ſaid William, „ and was bred to the 


ſame profeſſion : however, upon the demiſe. | 
DE : 0M 


He appeared .rather confuſed 
when he paid William the uſual compli- 
ments, adding, © he did not know he was 
in the country ;”” and under pretence of the 
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of his father, he thought proper to ſtudy 


for the Church; and perhaps you will hardly 
credit me when I declare, the hovel he 
juſt emerged from, is where he practiſes 


oratory, under the tuition of the village 
ſhoemaker, or more properly cobbler, who 


is clerk of the pariſh, and ſets himſelf up 


for a very learned man. A groom of my 
father's, a droll miſchievous fellow, has 


ſeveral times watched him into the houſe, 
and declares he has ſeen him exalted upon 
an old bench in one corner of the ſtall, 
through a hole he purpoſely made in the 


window ſhutter, and holding forth as from 


the pulpit ; the cobbler, meanwhile, directing 
him when to exalt, and when to lower his 


yoice; how to move his arms, when to 


- raiſe and lower his eyes, with various other 
inſtructions too numerous to repeat. The 
man compared the cobbler to the ſoldier 


placed at a diftance, for a guide to young 


recruits when learning their exerciſe,” 
Edward laughed very heartily, and faid, 
He thought no one could be admitted to 
6: : take 


— 
A — m ,,... ed Ee a ] —⁰ͥUũ i TEST 2 
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take orders, 
the Univerſities.” 


« Such, I believe, is the law, or the rule, 
I hardly know which,” replied William ; 


„ but even laws or rules may he evaded, or. 


rendered ſubſervient to the will or conve- 
nience of thoſe they are meant to direct. 
The aſpiring genius in queſtion, is what is 
vulgarly called a * Term Trotter ;” that is, 


not having a ſufficient income to ſupport 


himſelf at College, he purſues his ſtudies at 
home, and- only ſhews his face now and 
then among the Heads of the Univerſity, 
who are very little intereſted, I ſuppoſe, 
either in his advancement or proceedings.“ 

„Why, conſidering he has ſo able a 
private tutor,” abſerved Edward, © I think 
It very probable, notwithſlanding the many 
diſadvantages he labours under, he may 
attain a mitre before he dies.“ 

Their morning's walk afforded them an 
apple fund for converſation the whole after- 

noon, and juſt before they ſat down to 
{upper, 


who had not received a proper 
education, and ſpent ſome time at one of 
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ſupper, Captain Bloomfield joined them; 


and as he thought quiet, and change of air, 
much more likely to accelerate the com- 
plete recovery of his protege, than his 
returning every morning to London with 
William, he contrived to find him employ- 


ment at Weſton, where he was in conſe- 


quence left the following morning, young 

| Bloomfield promifing to retum thither in 

the evening, as even his love for pleaſure 

gave way to the increaſing eſteem he-felt for 

his newly acquired friend, independent of 

the ſatisfaction he had in obliging his uncle. 
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CHAP: Xx. 
4 


ON the Wedneſday evening the Captaid 
accompanied his nephew to Weſton, to in- 
form Edward it was neceſſary he ſhould 
preſent him at the Admiralty the following 
morning ; they 1n conſequence returned to 
London together. 
ready; and his benefactor, who had provided 
him with a ſtock of linen, and every other 


el cetera, defired him to adorn himſc]f as ſoon 


as they reached Crutched Friars, The drels 
he was ordered to aſſume, informed him 
upon what errand he was going to the 
Admiralty; as his generous patron, who was 
: anxious to promote his intereſt than 
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to forward his own, bad obtained him a 


Lieutenancy. 
Tears of gratitude ſtood in his eyes when 


he joined the delighted Captain, who paily 


wiſhed him joy, proteſting his recent promo—- 


tion was the mere reward of his talents and 


merit, as his journal, memorandum-book, 


and other manuſcripts having been left on 


board the Ocean when he toS poſſeſſion of 


the prize, they had been, with his own, 


delivered into the hands of the Lords of the 


Admiralty ; therefore he might reſt aſſured 
he owed his preſent rank far more to that 
circumſtance, than to his influence, as it 
was even'contrary to the eſtabliſhed rule to 
give any man an Officer's commiſſion, who 
had not ſerved his Majeſty at leaſt ſix ' 
years. 5 : 
Edward, highly flattered, and very much 
elated, was more anxious than ever to prove 
himſelf worthy of the exception which had 
been made in ba favour ; and would have 


ſet out for Portſinouth that very evening, 


as he underſtood the Lords of the Admiralty 
z | were 
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were very anxious for the failing of the 
Prince of Wales; but both the Captain and 
William refuſed to part with him ſo ſoon, 


the former vowing he ſhould firſt ſee a little 


of London if his health would permit, and 
accordingly took him to every public place 
of diverſion then open. | 

Such a life of diſſipation wa*, however, 


little ſuited go the taſte of Forteſcue, 


though he was very gratctul for William's 
unremitting endeavours to amuſe him; but 

was by no means {orry when the Captain 
informed him he wiſhed him to precede 
him on board. Could his generous. young 
friend have left home during 
abſence, he Would have accompanied him 


down to Portſmouth ; but this ſatisfaction 
being denied him, he took a molt affection- 
ate leave of Edvard, fincerely. wiſhing he 


had alſo been a ſailor, as he greatly regretted 
their neceſſary ſeparation, alledging that 
three years, the ſluppoſed tate of his friend's 


abſence, 8 an age to look forward to. 


A hundred changes might take place during 
ſuck 


his father's / 


le 
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ſuch a lapſe of time his uncle and friend 
were now going for; and if not on a more 


dangerous voyage, upon much more dan- 


gerous ſervice, and into a worſe climate, 
lad he been to accompany them, theſe 
fears would never have occurred to him, 
he aſſured Fortelcue, when he bade him a 
final adieu at the inn where the Portſ- 
mouth mail ſtarted from, after making him 


Promile to write to him whenever oppor- 
tunity offered. 


The Captain ſoon followed: his pupil, 
taking Brighton in his way; and every 
thing being ready, they Jailed with a fleet 
of merchantmen for the Weſt Indies, which 


they reached without meeting with any 


incident worth recording; but ſeveral ſea- 


men, and one of the Lieutenants fell a 


ſacrifice to the yellow fever ſoon after their 
arrival. The Captain, therefore, had it in 


his power, to again promote his young 


friend, who continned to deſerve every mark 


ol his favour, 


We 
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We ſhall not enter into a detailed ac- 
count of their adventures in the Welt- 
Indies, as nothing occurred during three 
years and a half that they remained upon 
that ſtation, worthy of notice. | 

Early the following Spring, Captain 
Bloomſield was appointed to convoy a {mall 
homeward-bound fleet to Englapd. He 
had been ſeveral times engaged with the 
enemy during his cruiſes from one ifland 
to another; his ſhip was therefore rather out 
of repair, and he was allo very ſhort of 


bands. Every precaution was however 


taken to enſure their ſafe return, and none 
had been more indefatigable in their duty 
than Edward, who had been third Lieute- 


nant from nearly the time of their arrival 


at Jamaica. He had alſo greatly diſtin- 

guiſhed* himſelf in every engagement in 
which they had participated, and was a 
general favourite among the officers and 
crew, the ſecond Lieutenant excepted, who 
being of a jealous, ſtubborn diſpoſition, 
was as generally diſliked, 
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Captain had not ſcrupled to ſay be had no 


very high opinion of his courage, and the 
crew knew. he was a tyrant in his heart, 


though his awe of the Captain was a great 


check to his natural malevolence, 
They had been at ſea about ſeven weeks, 
when the Captain, who had hitherto en— 


joyed a moſt excellent ſtate of health, owing. 
to his regular way of life, was ſeized with a 


violent fever, and was pronounced, 'at the 
end of five days, to be in imminent danger ; 
when, to add to their misfortune, a heavy 


gale of wind ſprang up, and diſperſed the 


merchantmen under their protection. 


Hitherto Edward had been his beloved 


friend's head nurſe, ſeldom quitting his 
cabin, and ſpending every night by his 


bed-fide ; but when his own life, and thoſe 
of ſo many more were in danger, he was 
fain to lend his aſſiſtance to ſave the ſhip. 
At the expiration of four-and-twenty hours, 


the ſtorm abated ;, but they had totally loſt. 
light of the fleet under their convoy, and 
the frigate being in a ſhattered condition 


before, 
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before, had ſuffered great damage both in 


| her yards and rigging. But the firſt Lieu. 


tenant no. ſooner thought her out of 
danger, than he told Eduard to re. 
ſume his ſtation near their beloved Cay. 
tain, as he would give orders reſpeCting the 
neceſſary repairs. The ſecond Lieutenant, 
who was ever anxious to diſplay the power 
he poflefled, murmured at the favour he 
thought thus conferred upon Edward, who 


he hanted ought to remain upon deck while 
he went below, as being the moſt fati2ue( 


of late, beſides entitled by his ſuperior rank 
to this. mark of preference. His inſinun. 


tions were, however, of no avail, and Edward 


returned to his friend, whom he had fre- 


| quently viſited during the ſtorm ; but he 


had now the inexpreſſible forrow to find 
him ih a ſtate of delirium, owing, as the 
ſurgeon ſaid, to the violent motion of the 
veſſel, which had greatly increaſed the fever. 


Ihe late dread of going to the bottom 


was trifling, - compared to what Edward 


nov felt for his reſpected friend and patron, 


who 
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who did not even recognize his well-known 
voice. Edward therefore loſt all hopes of 
his recovery, as lie continued in the ſame 
ſtate during the two ſuccceding days. 

The damage the ſhip had ſuſtained, had 
been repaired as well as circumſtances would 
admit; and the now commanding Officer 
aſſured the crew they ſhould reach home in 
laſcty, notwithſtanding their late misfortune. 
Having lain to for that purpoſe, they were 
fortunate enough to collect the ſcattered mer- 
chantmen together, with whom they once 
more ſet ſail for the Downs; and on the third 
morning after the ſtorm, they were within a 
day's fale of the Land's End, when three of 
the enemy's ſhips appeared 1n the ofling. 
It was therefore thought prudent to imme- 
diately diſperſe the convoy, and to make 
the beſt preparations in their power to act 
upon the defenſive. 

The Captain' s.delirium had ſubſided, but 
a ſtate of apparent inſenſibility, with which 


it had been ſucceeded, had not raiſed the 


e bl ſurgeon's 
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ſurgeon's hopes, who thought him in 
greater danger than ever. 

To have been aſſiſted even by his 
advice, would have been a great conlo- 
lation, the firſt. Lieutenant - obſerved; 
though he was himſelf conſidered as a 
very experienced Officer, and was much 
beloved and reſj;eted by the crew, who all 
ſwore to ſtand by him to the laſt drop of 
their blood; —< Why, the enemy gains very 
faſt upon us, my brave fellows,” he cried ; 
and to attempt to run in our ſhattered ſtate, 
would be truly abſurd; we muſt therefore 


do the belt we can to maintain the honour 


of the Britiſh flag.“ 

They could now plainly FF POR two 
French frigates, and a corvette, which was 
detached to give chace to the merchantmen. 
The firſt of the former carried four-and- 
forty guns, the other thirty-fix. Notwith- 


ſtanding the bravery with which the Britiſh 
- Prepared for the engagement, and tried to 
ſave their convoy, the enemy ſoon per- 


| ceived they were not in a lighting condition, 
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and had much rather, had it been practi- 
cable, have avoided, than come to action: 
they were therefore convinced they would 
become an eaſy prize, The ſmalleſt frigate 
was the faſteſt ſailer, and gained con- 
fiderably upon the Prince of Wales, 
uch whoſe crew were making every exertion to 
) all defend themſelves with true Britiſh {kill 
) of and courage. Her commanding Officer 
Very manceuvred with infinite dexterity, and 
ed; Ml grow the veſfel which was foremolt in the 
ate, ¶ chace, to as great a diſtance as poſſible from 
tore WM her companion, before he came to action, 
our Wl which was at laſt rendered unavoidable, and 

a very ſevere engagement took place, which 
two vas maintained with infinite ſpirit and 
Was bravery on both ſides for more than half an 
zen. I hour, when the Britiſh had the good fortune 


nd- to carry away the enemy's mizen-maſt, 
Ith- having previouſly done conſiderable injury 
tin to her rigging: and had ſhe been alone, 
to they would have now hoped to have made 
ber- her flrike her colours; but her conſort 
the being within half a league, the Commander 


3 thought 


| 
| 
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thought it would be moſt prudent to ſcize 


this opportunity to endeavour to make their 


eſcape. He therefore gave orders in conſe— 
quence to the failing-maſter, who vainh 
endeavoured to ſecond his wiſhes, as the 
other vetlel continued to gain upon them, 
notwith{landing they had every fail ſet at ll 
likely to effect the deſired end. They ba! 
luftered a great deal in the ſhort con- 


| teſt; but every thing was repaired as well 


as-poſſible during their run, for a ſccond 


engagement, which they ſoon foreſaw n:ult 
be the conſequence: and much ſooner than 


they wiſhed, their fears were verified, as 
very fine new frigate, mounting forty-four 
guns, dropped along-fide of them, and poured 
her whole broadſide into their ſhattered 


veſſel. They were not backward, however, 
in returning the ſalute; but the enemy“ 


ſecond diſcharge proved fatal to the fill 
Lieutenant, their commanding Otlicer, 
A greater misfortune could not ſcarcely 
have befallen them, as he was at once brave, 


cool, and experienced, A fort of gloomy 


ſilence 
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lence prevailed ſor ſome ſeconds, as the 
buz flew to every part of the ſhip, and which 
was only broke by the lamentations of the 
Officers and crew—the higheſt eulogium that 
could be paid to the merits of the deceaſed, 
Their grief was, however, ſoon checked by 


tie ſecond Licutenait, upon whom the 


command had now devolved ; who, advan- 
cing with afſumed dignity, and more ſelf— 
importance, after eycing the ſhip from head 
to (tern, and taking a glance at the enemy, 
rery calmiy ordered the colours to be ſtruck, 
as he was not inclined to ſacrifice the lives 
of his men fo wantonly as his predeceſſor 
would have done. 

So unexpected a command occaſioned a 
ſecond momentary filence, and all eyes were 
upon Forteſcue, whole 


ſurprile could only be equalled by his indig— 
Indeavouring to ſuppreſs his re- 
leutment, he warmly exclaimed, © Tou are 
certainly not in earneſt, Lieutenant? The 
brave friend, whoſe loſs we have ſuch reaion 
to deplore, would not have ſuffered the 
+3 | glory 
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glory of the Britiſh flag to be thus wanton!y 
tarniſhed. Thank God, we are not ins that 
deplorable ſtate !” 

* What, Sir, do you murmur * he 
replied. Do you ſuppoſe Jam ignorant 
of the ſituation of our ſhip? But as I alone 
ſhall be anſwerable for my own conduct, 
deſire you would only attend to your own 
duty; it is madnels to contend with fuch a 
ſuperior force, fo obey my orders, ſailors ! 
I I command you to ſtrike the colours!“ 
Edward, rendered furious, looked around 
him, his eyes flaſhing fire, « What, my 
brave fellows He pauſed. Not a 
man attempted to obey the commander, 

Edward's countenarice began to brighten 
as he looked round him, and waved his 
ſword, in the air. The next moment a 
general ſhout of Old England for ever!“ 
affailed his ears. His joy juſt then knew 
no bounds.— Put him in irons, my brave 
fellows!” he exclaimed, The death of 


our late commander has certainly given him 
© on . power 
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power over us, but we will never obey the 
orders of a coward, Away with him!“ 


The thunderſtruck Lieutenant was inſtant- 


ly ſeized, and- given into charge to the 


Maſter at Arms, Forteſcue declaring he 
would abide by the conſequence of what he 
had done, if the crew would but ſecond 
him. A general and moſt hearty ſhout 
proclaimed their willingneſs, and ſeveral 
ſolemn proteſtations followed, to affure 
him of their determination to ſtand by him 
to the laſt drop of their blood : others went 
farther, by declaring it had been their inten- 
tion to fling the traitor overboard, if he 
had not been ordered into coiifinement. 
« You are the lads !“ cried a very brave 
youth, though only a Midihipman, but a 
great friend of Lieutenant Forteſcue's ;— 
three cheers more to our new commander, 
and then to our duty, for we are loſing time; 
we will ſhew the enemy what we can do 
when we let about it in earneſt.“ 
The youth had not finiſhed what he 
wanted. to ſay, before his firſt requeſt was 
1 4 complied 
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complied with, and every man flew to hi 
quarters. No engagement was ever renew: 
ed with more hearty goodwill, Edward 
gave his orders with as much calmneſs and 
intrepidity as his beloved Captain, whom he 
tried to copy, could have done, and whoſe 


repreſentative he now conhidered himſelf, 


The thought inſpired him with almoſt more 
than mortal courage: indeed he was re. 
ſolved either to conquer or die, ſenſible, 
after what he had taken upon hinnſelf to do, 
in direct oppoſition to the commanding 
Officer, bis hopes of future promotion ſoleh 
reſted upon his ſucceſs. He had fought 
the frigate for an hour and forty minutes, 
when a ſailor from below ran upon deck, 
ſwcaring the ſhip was ſinking ! 

It can't be,” cried Edward; * did 
you ever hear of a Prince of Wales going 
to the bottom?“ 


« ] do not remember I eyer did, Sir,“ 


was the reply; “but I fear this one will {et 
the example.” 
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A ſecond meſſenger ſoon came to confirm 
the report of th iC {ir{l, 

« Never mind a little water in the hole 
fd Edward; but confident of the dan- 
ger, he immediately called all hands upon 
deck. Being in the midſt of his crew, My 
brave fellows,“ ſaid he, * you have fought 
moſt manfully, but I am ſorry to ſay, not 
with that ſucceſs 1 vainly hoped, though 
our enemy has fuffered very conliderably. 
We have no time for deliberation ; the ſhip 
is very leaky, and the water gains upon us, 
faſt. J have alrcady taſted the ſweets of a 
French priſon, and do not ſcruple to fay, I 
had much rather go to the bottom than. 
ever reviſit one. We have yet one chance 
left, and which I know can be put into- 
practice; deſperate diſeaſes, it is ſaid, 
require deſperate remedies : and ſuppo- 
ſing tne Prince of Wales was private pro- 
perty, we ſhould be expected to make good 
her loſs ; how much more particular then 
ought we to be in our preſent predicament ! 
I ſee no means of making up the lots the 

| 1 3 nation 
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nation frems likely to ſuſtain, except by 


ordering the ſailing-maſter to lay us cloſe 


along-fide the enemy, whom we muſt 
inſtantly board. You ſee it can be done in 
two. minutes, and if you are inclined to 
follow me, and will do your beſt, I wil 
enſure you ſucceſs ; for though we are but 
a handful of men, comparatively ſpeaking, 
we ought to remember we are all Engliſh, 


Silence, you know, gives conſent ; only 


recollect we have no alternative but to get 
poſſeſſion of that fine frigate, to ſtrike our 
colours, or ſoon go down with them flying, 
A moment is ſufficient to decide ;—T choſe 
to conſult yau—you know my opinion,” 
le pauſed; not a word was uttered, but 
in a moment every man prepared himſelf 
for what they were to undertake. 

The enemy were awate of this conference, 
but had attributed it to a very different 
motive from the real one; for while they ſeem- 
ed to flacken their efforts, expecting every 
moment to ſee the Prince's colours lowered, 
ke was guietiy dropping along · ſide of them: 

8 . indecg 
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indeed it was ſo ſuddenly done, and ſo un- 
expected, that Edward leaped on board the 
Frenchman, encouraging his brave follow- 
ers, with very little oppoſition in the firſt 
moment, ſo much were they taken by ſur- 
priſe ; but the conteſt, owing to their ſupe- 
rior numbers, ſoon became bloody and deſ- 
perate The young Lieutenant kept calling 
upon his men. —“ Remember, my lads,” 
cried he, “for whom, and for what we are 
fighting— tlie beſt of Kings, our country, 
and our own liberty! Death is preferable to 
returning home in diſgrace | Do not let us 
afford ſuch a triumph to the man we have 
put in irons ! Death or wo {hall be my 
motto!“ 

6 And mine, and mine !” he heard re- 
peated around him, while they bore down. 
every thing before them ; the brave Tars, 
with ſuch a. leader, appeared invincible, : 

Edward at laſt came to cloſe. quarters, 
with the French commander, who fell by 


his hand, and in eight minutes the enemy: 


called for quarter. Forteſcue had, the 


16 ſupreme: . 
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ſupreme pleaſure of ſtriking the French 

colours with. his own hands ; but had no 

ſooner ſeen his daring enterpriſe crowned 

with ſucceſs, than his dear benefactor darted 

_ acroſs his mind, as he heard his men calling 
out, © She is going!“ He inſtantly jumped 

on board the ſinking ſhip, ran into the 

cabin, . caught the Captain in his arms, 

and ran upon deck with him, having mercly 

wrapped him in a blanket, almoſt uncon— 
- ſcious of the burthen he ſuſtained. His 
men aliiſted him in getting the invalid on 
board the prize; while others, trembling to 
think of the danger he had thus voluntarily 
incurred, threw ropes round him, for fear 
the Prince ſhould go down while he re- 
mained upon her deck. He was therefore 
ſoon once more on board his prize, and 
then enquired whether all the crew, but 
particularly the ſecond Lieutenant, were ſafe, 
The latter alone had been, forgotten. 
Then I will fave his life, or periſh in the 
attempt,” replied the undaunted Edward; 
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but the ſailors, one and all, putting the- 
ſelves-1n his way, ſwore he ſhould not expole 
himſelf any more tor ſuch a cowardly raſcal ; 
not that they wiſhed him to be drowned, 
though it might fave him from a leſs ſhame- 
ful death. However, two of them readily 
undertook to relcaſe him, if poſtible. One 
of them ſucceeded in the attempt, but had 
not returned half a minute, before the Priuce 
of Wales gradually diſappeared from their 
foht, ot, | 
Edward had run below. to ſee that every 
poſſible care was taken of his belt friend, 
but came again upon deck when he heard 
the news. | | | 
« Ah, Sir, but juſt in time!“ cried one 


of his ſailors, who had brought the fuiſt_ | 


news of their danger; © told you how it 
would be; but we have eicaped old Davy 
this once.“ be 

Never mind, my brave fellows,” ex- 


claimed their commander; * who can regret 


ſuch a ſhattered bark when we look here? 
The Prince of Wales has left her name 
| behind 


„ 
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behind her, for we will make bold to new. 


chriſten the Mutius Scavola, leaving it to 


the Lords of the Admiralty to reverſe, or 
affirm our decree :—1o, for the preient, this 


is the Prince of Wales, Boatſwain, and may 


old Eng land never be in poſleſtion of a 
worſe ſhip, which you, my lads, through 
your bravery and good conduct, have put 
in the place of the one we have loſt. By 


and by we will have a jovial chriſtening; 


for we have not only eſcaped a watery death, 
but alio a French priſon.“ 
The crew, {carcely leſs inſpirited than the 
young hero, gave him three loud and long 
cheers; then ſaid, they muſt ſee if the 
Mounſeers had got any good liquors on 


board ; fighting was dry work ; beſides, they 


were anxious to drink his health, and to the 

recovery of their noble Captain,” 
The ſituation of that beſt of men, who 

ſtill remained inſenſible, alone damped the 


ſpirits of Forteſcue ; but they had ſcarcely 


been a quarter of an hour in poſſeſſion of the 


Mutius Scævola, during which time every 


Oe 
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one had been too buſy to think of keeping 
any look-out, before they perceived the 
other frigate, having ſet up a jury-maſt, was 
crowding fail to come to the aſſiſtance of 
her conloit. . 

Edward was providing, as well as he was 
able, ſor the comfort and convenience of his 
friend, when this freſh piece of intelligence 
was brought him. He inſtantly went upon 
deck, and perceiving what their intentions 
were, ſaid, „1 think ſhe could not have 
come in better time to increaſe our wreath 


of glory; at leaſt I never was in better 


ſpirits to give her a ſimilar drubbing to that 
we have beſtowed upon her companion ; 
and I hope ſhe 1s ſo friendly, that rather 
than part, ſhe will attend us to Portſ- | 


mouth.” 


« That's hearty by G—dr cri a 


ſailor, ſtanding near; « I will do my beſt; 


] think I have done haif a dozen of them 


already, and it is a long time to ſunſet.” 
Edward ſmiled, and deſired to know how 


many hands they could muſter, 


« Just 
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« Juſt about half enough for our preſent 
number of guns,” replied the young Mid- 


ſhipman before mentioned; *« and that is 


quite ſufficient, when they are worked by 


Engliſhmen, to make the inſolent fellows 
ſoon lower their colours. I am only afraid 
they will ſhear off!“ | 

% Bravely ſaid, my young friend,” replied 
Edward; © but fee immediately that all the 
priſoners are well ſecured below, and enquire 
what men are under the ſurgeon's hands, and 
who are yet fit for duty; for no one, I am 
convinced, who can move, or be of the leaſt 


ſervice, will wiſh to loſe the honour of 


27 


ſharing our glory. 
The Lieutenant who had actually been 


put in irons, but who had been liberated to 
facilitate his getting on board the Mails 


Scevola, ſaid, rather humbly, “ he was very 


willing to do the duty even of a failor in 
He found he had 


time of ſuch nced, 
been greatly deceived reſpecting the 
Rrength of their late ſhip, but ſtill he 

thought 
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thought they owed their ſucceis more to 
raſhneſs, than real courage.“ | 

« It is very immaterial to me, Sir,“ re- 
plied Edward, * what you think of my 
conduct; facts, when you come upon your 
trial, will ſpeak for themſelves 3 you would 
have ſurrendered—T have gained a ſhip for 
his Majeſty in the room of the one we hay 
loſt, and I think we have given proofs that 
the Prince of Wales was not in that deplo- 
rable ſtate you feemed to think her ;—you 
are therefore at liberty to take an active 
part, or not, in the approaching engage- 
ment, provided you chule to conform ta 
my orders; for I ſhall not reſign my com- 
mand till my brave Captain recovers, or we 
reach Port ſmouth.“ - 

« Mighty well, Sir; the time may come 
when you may repent having made uſe of 
ſuch language.” 
The young Midſhipman, mentioned more 
than once betore, and who had diſtinguiſhed 


himſelf ſo as to receive the moſt particular 


thanks of F orteſcue when the conteſt ended, 
O erheard 
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overheard the ſhort diſpute, Actuated by 
the love he bore the one, and the contempt 
in which he he'd the other, he W ſtepped 
forward, ſaying 

„% Pray, Sir, allow me to take this 
troubleſome gentleman away once more. 
We ſhall have no luck while he is upon 
deck ; I know he only hopes to ſhare our 
glory ; remember, Sir, what an effe& one 
ſcabby ſheep has been known to have upon 
the whole flock: . In the cockpit he will be 
ſafe, and may be of uſe. I have already a 
ſecret dread we ſhan' t be equally ſuc- 
ceſsful.” 8 

« Inſolent puppy !” cried the enraged 
coward, making a ſtep towards him. 
9 prove of your advice, my young 
friend,” ſaid Edward; © take him below; 


for, as you ſay, if Fortune ſhould prove un- 


favourable, 1 ſhall be, hke you, tempted to 
place her fickleneſs to his account; ſo een 
put him among the French priſoners.“ 

„ An excellent birth!“ cried the un- 
dauated youth; * come along, Sir! 
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« Very well, young gentleman z only 
remember who. it is you are ſo anxious to 
lay your hands upon.“ 

« Be thankful I do not lay ſomething 
harder upon you,“ he replied. But there 
is no time for debate;” when he fairly 
drazged him away, ſaying, © Reſerve all 


your eloquence for the day of trial.“ 


The enemy, who were now within ran- 
dom ſhot, ſoon perceived who were maſters 
of the Mutins Scevola ; and convinced the 
muſt be very badly manned, thought only 
of reſcuing her out of the hands of the 
conquerors. 

Edward was not quite ſo well prepared 
for their reception as he would have wiſhed ; 
he therefore made fail to gain time, which 
oreatly encouraged the French, who fup- 


poled the actions they had ſuſtained with 
both frigates, and the boarding at laft, muſt 


have coſt them a great number of men, 
admitting none had gone down in their 
former ſhip. Their own veſſel was remark = 


ably well manned and * 
| While 
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While Forteſcue was giving the nece(ſiry 
orders, one of the crew came to inform him 
they had, in ſecuring their priſoners, found 
fifteen countrymen crammed into a d——{4 
hole below, who all ſwore they longed to 
repay the Frenchmen's politeneis, for they 
were not fo preſſed for room, to have made 
it neceſſary to ſtifle them.“ 
I rejoice at what you tell we,“ faid 
Edward. * Foor fellows ! we were in great 


| need of ſuch a reinforcement, and I am not 


quite ſo tenacious of glory as our Fifth 
Henry, who did not even wiſh for another 
man on St. Chiſpin's . to ſhare his 
honours.” 

The liberated priſoners ſoon appeared 
upon deck, and proved to be the crew of a 


Britiſh merchantwan which the frigate had 
captured only the day before. They imme: 


diately went to work with great cheerful- 
nels, proteſting nothing would afford them 


ſo much pleaſure. as to be able to give the 


Mounſcers a good drubbing. Tbey related 
their anxiety, hopes, and {ears during the 
engagement, 
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engagement, and the pleaſure they felt when 


8 ſome of the broadſides made them fancy 

py ſhe could not ſtand many more. JI; 
; 1 Having taken all the precautions circum- = x f 
5 ſtances would admit, the enemy were allowed 
8 to come along- ſide. To be thus ſought in 

1 a manner with their own weapons, enraged 

the Frenchmen almoſt_to madnels, which 

1 only ſerved to render their ſucceſs more 

| doubtful ; while Forteſcue and his com- 

; panions diiplayed the fame cool heroic intre- 

N pidity, which had hitherto rendered them 

: victorious. 

s « hope we ſhall have a Gio chriſten- 

| ing,” exclaimed the young Midſhipman, 

who was as active as ever, upon ſceing the 

: Jjury-maſt of the enemy, which, in their haſte 

„do come to the aſſiſtance of their conſort, 


they had not properly ſecured, rendered 
nei 5 
It was now at Forteſcue's option either to 
5 fight or run away. He ſoon decided to do 
the former; and being moſt ably, willingly, 
and even ſkilfully ſeconded, he had the 
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good fortune, at the expiration of two 
hours and ten minutes, to ſee them ſtrikes 
their colours.“ This was ſuch a triumph, 
that the crew were almoſt as mad with joy 
as the enemy had been a little while before 
with rage. They danced about the decks, 
they hugged each other, they cheered their 
commander; in ſhort, committed the 
greateſt extravagances for ſeveral minutes, 
and ſeemed to think themſelves invincible; 
while Edward was rather embarraſſed what 
to do with his prize, being ſo ſhort of men, 
and they all very much fatigued, beſides 
having loſt ſome, and many others being 


wounded. However, ſomething muſt be 


decided upon, and it would not be pru- 
dent that the enemy ſhould know their real 


:diftreffed ſit uation. He therefore, in the 


firſt place, gave orders: to have plenty of 


: the beſt liquor that could be found on 


board, diſtributed among his brave crew. 


He then walked among them, took every 
individual by the hand, and affured them 
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he would - repreſent their bravery in the 
ſtrongeſt terms to the Lords of the A. mi- 
ralty; they might therefore depend upon 
their gallant conduct being amply rewarded, 
not to mention the prize- money to which 


they were entitled, He then repreſented 


to them that the ſhort number of hands 
oniged him to impoſe a very had duty 
upon them for a ſhort tima. They an- 
ſwered, fhat they neither wanted fleep 
nor reſt—1n ſhort, were ready to un- 
deitake any thing in the height of their 


joy; while ſome of them ſwore their 


commander might reft aſſured they ſhould 
not get .groggy with what Frenchmen 
were obliged to live upon; 1t was only 


wonderful the poor fellows ſtood 1t as 


they had done. 


Edward then nearly dividing his crew, 


ſent thoſe men he could molt depend upon, 
on board the prize—the reſt he had 
under his own eyes ; and it was with no 
ſmall degree of ſatisfaction he reflected, 
that he was within a very ſew days {ail of 
Bo | England, 
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England, and only hoped to reach a Britiſh 


port. without meeting with any more of 


the enemy's ſhips ; though their reſpectable 
Appearance would deter any ſmall craft 
from approaching them, and it would be 
truly mortifying to loſe laurels ſo bravely 
won. | 
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cHap. xi. 


Having made his firſt e egen 


while the frigates were laying to, to repair 
their rigging, &c. Edward ſaw that every 
care was taken of the ſick and wounded, 
particularly of his beloved Captain, for the 
recovery of whoſe reaſon he was now doubly 
anxious; conſcious, were he to have the 
misfortune- to loſe him, which he prayed 
Heaven to avert, the amiable man would 
have a ſatisfaction, even in his laſt mo- 
ments, upon hearing that the Britiſh flag 
had been victorious. Having done all that 
was neceflary, ſuch as giving every requiſite 
order reſpecting © what repair Was « firſt to 
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be made; and having ſtrictly examined the 


ſecurity of the priſoners, whoſe number 
rendered ſuch precautions doubly needful, 


about midnight, worn out with fatigue, he 
thought he would lay down, and try to com- 
poſe himſelf for a few hours; therefore had a 
mattreſs placed near the Captain's bed for that 
purpoſe, upon which he ſtretched himſelf. 
But notwithſtanding the fatigue he had 
undergone, he had a conſtant dread upon his 
mind that his ſmall number of hands, being 
all equally fatigued, might be overcome 
for want of reſt ; while plots and contri- 
vances were undoubtedly forming among 
ſuch a number of enemies, already clamo. 
rous, and demanding more air, which the 


young Lieutenant dared not grant them :— 


indeed, ſame little puniſhment was their 
due, he tcld. them, deſiring them to 
remember how they had treated his 
countrymen, when their captives, without 


the ſame reaſun. By day he promiſed to 
allow them more indulgence, and to take 
the air by turns. Full of the moſt alarming 
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feats, he at laſt forgot himſelf, but frequently 


again when he found all was ſafe. 

The ſurgeon, ſcarcely leſs fatigued than 
bimſelf, being alſo accuſtomed to ſpend his 
nights near the Captain," fat nodding very 
comfortably in a large French chair, not 
participating in Edward's reaſonable fears, 
who was molt agreeably ſurpriſed, ſoon after 
daybreak, upon opening his eyes, to hear 


ng himſelf called by the well-known voice of 
ne his beloved benefactor. Starting upon his 
r1- legs, for he had lain down in his clothes, he 
ns Wl flew to his bed-fide. | 
0s « Where am I, Edward?“ caquiredthe. 


be WW Captain; *© ſurely I am awake! I have 
— ) been looking about me for ſome time ;—I 
cir know my head has been ſtrangely deranged, 
12 


to but I am certainly now in my ſenſes ! 
1s + Yes, Heavens be praiſed, my beſt and 


ut deareſt friend!“ replied the agitated Forteſ- 


to cue, ſeizing his hand. How welcome was 
ce the ſound of your voice! Compoſe yourſelf, 


ng my dear Sir, and 1 truſt you will ſoon. 


's, | = K 2 recover 


ſtarted up, and as often laid himſelf down 
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recover to enjoy our good fortune ; this is 


the EE moment I have known theſe 


ten days,” 
« Good God | have I been ill ſo long ? 
But I am no ſtranger to the affection you 


bear me, my beloved Edward; I have been 


watching your uneaſy ſlumbers, and trying 
to recollect myſelf; ] hope 1 ſhall recover 
for your ſake. I think I am rather better; 
I ſeem as 1f I had awoke from an odd kind 
of dream. You don't look well, I think; 
Four conſtant attendance upon me has hurt 
your own health. But pray ſatisfy my 


anxious curioſity; ; methinks I have heard 


nothing but the roaring of ' cannon ever 


| ſince I have been ill. I ſuppoſe it was 
merely the effect of a confuſed brain; yet 
when I look round me, I am at a loſs ; till 


I could not bear the idea of waking you. 
But what has happened ? Your frequent 


ſtarts in your fleep alarmed me, I fear we 
are priſoners, yet I ſee you armed. But 


ſurely my eyes deceive me very ſtrangely, 
if this is the Prince of Wales,” 
I . « Theſe 
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« Theſe are truly proofs of returning 
reaſon, my beloved benefactor; this is not 
the Prince of Wales; ; it is nevertheleſs your 
ſhip.“ 

Tears of joy chaſed each ethos: down his 
cheeks, while he ſmilingly continued, © You 
alone now command here, though we are not 
on board the frigate in which we left England: 
but I truſt you will find this a (till finer 
veſſel ; ſhe carries forty-four guns, and we 
have been 1n poſſeſſion of her ſince yeſter- 
day.“ 


« I can't at all comprehend you, my 


dear fellow. In the name of Heaven, what 
has happened in the ten days you fay I have 


been ill? I can't reſt till J am fully ſatis · 


hed,” 


Edward therefore briefly recounted every 


thing that had occurred during the pre- 
ceding day, hoping, he told him, he had 
not done wrong, fituated as he was, in 


ordering a ſuperior Officer into irons, parti- 


cularly when ſupported by the whole _— 8 
few. | 
RJ — Wrong! 
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>; Wrong my beloved boy, you haye 
acted nobly, and as I ſhould have wiſhed a fon 
of mine to have done. What have my 
ſufferings been to the pleaſure I now feel!” 
wiping his eyes while he gazed upon the 
noble youth. 
held, he fervently exclaimed, What would 
I at this moment give if you were indeed 
my ſon! You have made me too happy, 
indeed Edward you have, I foreſaw you 
would do me honour, and you have more 
than realized my moſt ſanguine expectations. 
Poor Arbuthnot ! Well, he died à glorious 
death! He was a brave, generous fellow, 
and 1t would have been better we had all 
ſhared his fate, than have ſtruck our colours, 
Come to my arms, my dear fellow! your 
intelligence has done me more good than 
any medicines our ſurgeon could have 
ordered me. You will now return to Eng- 
land Commodore, my brave F orteſcue ; for 
I would not, if J was able, rob you of any 
of the honours you have ſo gloriouſſy won; 
fo continue to give your orders without 

conf ulting 


Then preſſing the hand he 
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| conſulting me, as I am certain I ſhall approve 


of every thing you think right. As for that 


daſtardly Graham, he ſhall be brought to 


a court-martial the moment we reach 
Portſmouth ; and the leaſt he has to expect, 
is to be calhiered, and rendered incapable 
of ſerving his King or country, which Na- 
ture has done already, a cowardly ſcoundrel ! 


while you, to make uſe of our enemy's 


phraſe to their warriors, © have deferved 
well of your country.” | 

The ſurgeon awoke while the Captain 
was - thus expreſſing his joy, and declared 
his ſatisfaction to find him ſo much better 


than he had dared to have expected, con- 
ſidering the noiſe, hurry, and confuſion of 


the day before; and having felt his pulſe, he 
declared he began to entertain great hopes 


he would do very well, adviſing him to take a 


compoſi og draught which he went to prepare, 
while Edward aſcended the deck in excellent 


ſpirits, having offered up a moſt fervent 
| thankſgiving to the throne of Mercy for 


k 4 2 > 
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| his late brilliant victory, and the reſtora- 


tion of his beloved friend's ſenſes, 

The French Officers were of courſe upon 
their parole, and did ample juſtice to the 
bravery, ſkill, and politenefs of the youth, 
to whom they had ſurrendered their ſwords, 
declaring, that fince they were to be 
taken, they rejoiced at having fallen into the 
hands of a hero; while the ſurgeon was 
warmly expatiating to the Captain upon 
the conduct and undaunted reſolution his 
now idolized el#ve had diſplayed ; not for- 
getting his having, at the moſl igaminent 


riſk of his own life, braught him on board- 


in his arms, nor how carefully he had 

watched over him every nioment he could 
ſpare from his profeſſional duty. 

IT be generous Bloomfield frequently ſhed 
tears of joy, and only hoped he ſhould live 

to ſee ſuch merit and — rewarded as 

they deſerved. 


About noon, both hips having "520 put 


into as good order as the ſhortneſs of the 


time, and the want of hands would allow, 
Edward 
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Fdward made the ſignal for ſailing. They 
ſaw no more of the veſſels under their 
convoy, but had the ſatisfaction to find all 
but one ſafe in port when they reached 
Plymouth, where the Captain thooght it 
moſt prudent to take the prizes. 


The joy their arrival occaſioned, may be 


more eaſily conceived than deſcribed ; as 


the manner of their having been taken, and 
the age of, the conqueror, gave additional 


luſtre to the victory. 


Captain Bloomfield had rapidly mended 
from the moment he recovered his reaſon, 


and was able to rife, though not to travel, 
when they arrived in port. He therefore 


immediately went on ſhore with the young 


hero, and landed amidſt the loudeſt accla- 
mations of thoufands of ſpectators. Edward 
immediately ſet out for London in a poſt- 
chaiſe and four, to deliver as long a letter 
is the Captain's weak ſtate would permit 


him to write to the Secretary of the 
Admiralty, who was referred to the bearer 


for further particulars, whoſe conduct he 
K 5 uad 


L * 
* 4 4 — r — S . 
mug x + SA 
B — — 4 4 * 


— — — — —— — 
e "x aa Macs. E ˙ PE net ee eras -_ 


— + 
4 
2 Ih 1 * * py * 


202 THE SAILOR BOY. 


had not failed to repreſent as it cleſerved, 


to the perſon he addreſſed. 


Without ſtopping, except to take a litt 


neceſſary refreſhment, and change horſes, 


Edward purſued his journey, and arrived in 
London about noon on Eaſter Monday, 
which fell particularly late. He had never 


once thought about the day till he reached 


Whitehall, and was introduced to the 


- Secretary, who told him that, by mer 


accident, it being ſo great- a holiday, ſom: 


of the Lords were aſſembled upon particular 


buſineſs ; to whom he immediately led tie 
young ſailor, informing them he was the 
bearer of the letter he preſented for their 


| _ 


e he received, 


Moſt fincere and flattering were the con. 
after they had 
read the letter, and he had told his ſtory, 
which he did in a very few words, and with 
infinite modeſty, obſerving, the victory 


++ he had obtained was greatly owing to the 


ec.exertions of his men, who ſeemed to ve 


with each other to deſerve praiſe. 
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« None of your brave fcllows, then, ſhall 
go unrewarded,” replied one of the Noble- 
men preſent ; “ and your preferment, Mr. 
Forteſcue, ſhall be our firſt care, as I am 


convinced you will continue to deſerve the 
reputation you have ſo early obtained. You 


ated perfectly right reſpecting Lieutena it 


Graham, for whole trial we ſhall ſend down 
immediate orders : for, anxious as we are to 


reward merit, we are not leis ſo to puniſh 


cowardice and diſaffection. 

Edward was now permitted to retire, 
having received orders to attend the Board 
the following morning, who loſt no time in 
diſſeminating ſuch news, which 
was even thought worthy an extraordinary 
Gazette. 
down to Crutched Friars, to deliver a few 
lines from his benefa&tor to his brother, 
intended to tranquillize the merchant's 


glorious 


mind, and to recommend his young friend 


more than ever to his notice and protection. 
Conſcious his unexpected return Without 
the e might greatly alarm Mr. Bloom- 

"= © field, 
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field, he was half inclined to ſend a note 
from a neighbouring coffee-houſe to bis 
friend Wilham ; but upon ſecond thoughts, 
he determined to proceed into the Friars, 
Aſervant, whom he did not know, opened the 
door—rather a fortunate circumſtance, he 
conſidered. He enquired for Mr. William 
Bloomfield, and was informed he was at 
home, but was dreſſing for the annugl 
dinner at the Manſion-Houſe. Edward 
knew there was no need of ceremony; 
therefore told the ſervant to lead the way 
to his young maſter's room, to whom he 
ſhould announce himſelf, 

The moment William heard the well 
known voice, he ſtarted from his ſeat (he 
was having his hair dreſſed), and caught 
Forteſcue in his arms, whom he completely 
covered with powder, declaring he was over- 
joyed to fee bim, and anxiouſly enquired 
after his uncle. 

« He is, thank Heaven! recovering very 
faſt from a dangerous fit of illneſs, he te- 
Pied, « and has given 1 me a letter for your 

5 | father ) 
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father; but when J learned at the Admiralty 


that this was Eaſter Monday, I was more 
than half inclined to have poſtponed my 
viſit till to-morrow ; only I was fearful, as I 
am fortunately the herald of moſt Joytul 
tidings, you might learn my arrival in 
London from ſome indifferent perſon, which 


' would alarm you more than hearing the 


truth at once, as J ſolemnly aſſure you, 
your uncle is abſolutely out of danger. 
You muſt now determine whether you had 
better deliver his letter to your father 
immediately, or keep it in your poſſeſſion 
till to-morrow; for, even favourable as my 


account is, to what I once dreaded it would 
have been, it may prevent his entering into 


the ſpirit of the feaſt with as much glee 
as he would otherwiſe have done.“ 
« Upon my honour, my dear cautious 


friend, I am at a loſs how to act; for my 


father has been in great hopes that my uncle 
would have returned in time to have accom- 
panied- him to the Manſion Houle, where 


ö 
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he muſt attend himſelf; for, whether you 


know 1t or not, he is one of the Sheriffs.“ 

« Then 1 really think you had better 
not let him have the letter before to-mor- 
row morning ; and ſhould he learn the 
ſucceſs of our arms during the day, I truſt 
our reaſon for wiſhing to keep him in igno- 
rance for a ſhort time, will plead our 
excuſe. I vill dine at ſome tavern 
in the neighbourhood of the Maniion- 
Houſe, where you can fend for me, ſhould 
he wiſh to hear the particulars of his bro- 
ther's illneſs, or any thing elſe concerning 
him, he may be anxious to learn.“ 

It ſhall be as you ſay, my dear Ed- 
ward; but now pray enter into a few 
details reſpecting the joyful tidings you 
have brought to the Admiralty.” - 
Foorteſcue complied with his requeſt, and 


William wondered he had-ever conſented to 


be immured in a counting-houſe, inſtead of 
entering the ſea ſervice, proteſting his 
friend had only realized the expectations he 
had formed; for 1 was convinced, he 
con- 


con 
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continued, “what man dared do, you would 
do. I .only wiſh you had -returned to 
England a month ſooner, as I have ever 
hoped to have one hero in the family; and 
I am ſure my notions would have met the 
approbation of my uncle.” 

« For Heaven's ſake, what are you talk= 
ing about ?” gaily interrupted Edward. 

« Why, I was talking reaſon, which I 
don't do often; though this is not the firſt 
time the ſame idea has come acroſs me, I 
have a filter, you know, though you 
never ſaw her; and a very handſome laſs 
ſhe is, my dear friend, take that upon the 


word of her brother. She has been tor- 


mented with a ſucceſſion of lovers, or 
admirers, for theſe laſt three years, though 
ſhe is not yet twenty. But hitherto ſhe 
has not been addreſſed by any man whom ſhe 
has thought proper to diſtinguiſh from the 


common herd; or any one that my wile 


father, who, between ourſelves, is rather 
particular, would have approved of for a 
ſon-in-law, © But a very ſmart City fop, or 

1 buck, - 
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buck, or whatever. you pleaſe, has lately 
increaſed the number of her ſwains, with 
the Sheriff's fult conſent and approbation, 
though not with mine, believe me; for l 
do not like the man, who is to be at the 


ball this evening, becauſe, being an excel. 
lent dancer, he hopes to make more im- 


preſſion upon her heart by his graceful 


capers, than he has hitherto been able to 


do by his fine ſpeeches. Tis the verieſt 


little dapper beau you ever * beheld, not 


being near ſo tall as your humble ſervant, 
who has not an inch to ſpare. But this 
young gentleman is reputed to. be immenſely 
rich, and very good tempered—two great 


recommendations in the eyes of my father: 


but what ſome people call good temper, 
others wil deem weakneſs in a man, 
Now I have always underſtood that” a 
clever lively girl prefers what you, as a 


ſailor, would call a fellow with ſome ſpunk : 


for even theſe milk ſops are ſometimes 


tyrants; and if a woman myſt ſubmit, why, 
in their place, I would never give up but to 
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2 man of real courage; and after all, I am 


firmly of opinion they make the beſt 


huſbands.“ 
. l not competent to argue 


theſe points,” replied Edward, with a ſmile ; 
« riches are generally conſidered as a very 
eflential article by all provident fathers, 
and certainly good temper is equally eſſen- 
tial to enſure felicity in the married ſtate ; 
therefore, as her lover is amply provided 
with both theſe requiſites, I truſt- your 
ſiſter will be as happy as I am convinced 
ſhe deſerves, ſhould ihe accept the gentle- 
man you deſcribe,” | 
% Which I ſincerely hope ſhe never will,” 
replied William. © I have frequently heard 
her launch forth in praiſe of heroes, and 
admire the exploits of brave, particularly 
handſome men; for in an ordinary ill- 
favoured being, it ſeems in their nature to 
be courageous. Indeed I have frequently 
been amuſed with her arguments when ſhe - 


has been in theſe ſtrains ; and I don't fail 
5 now EE 
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now and then to give her a hint how much 
I diſlike her preſent admirer, who has lit: 


elle but money to recommend him: 


whereas, you appear to be exactly the 
man ſhe has ſo often deſcribed.” 

„ Have you been lately {ſtudying the 
art of flattery ?” interrupted the laughing 
Edward. 

No, upon my foul, I was ſpeaking my 
thoughts; and your having mentioned your 
late glorious achievement, revived the idea, 
You are much flouter and taller than when 
we parted : indeed, in your place, I ſhouid 


not wiſh to be half an -inch Weber; but 
perhaps you have done growing.“ 


I ] rather ſuppoſe I have,” replied 


Edward, „ for J am between two and three- 
and-twenty.” 


“ Ah, then you have come to a ſtand; 
and it is time you did, for you are * feet 


I dare ſay, already.“ 


«© Not by an inch,” 1 Panteſcus 


laughing {till more; and I am ſure you 
looked that inch taller when 1 entered the 
room. 
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room. Do pray look at your head, and 


make haſte and dreſs, or you will be too 
late. I dare ſay there ace ſome ladies taking . 


a vaſt deal of pains to appear amiable in 


your eyes to-day.” 
Very poſſibly,” ſighed William; - * but 


my heart is deeply engaged, though the 


dear girl who has ſtolen it, is not conſcious 
of the robbery. ſhe has committed; nor dare 
I ſue for her's in return, till I am better | 
acquainted with her family and fortune. 
My father will require chapter and verſe 


upon thoſe articles whenever I mention the 


word matrimony, though I know he longs 


to ſee me ſhackled ;—indeed he has ever 


been an advocate for early marriage, and 
often reminds me that I am three-and- 
twenty, which I ſhouid poſitively like to be 
till the day of my death ; and I would not 
icruple ſacrificing ten years of my life to 
enſure ſuch a bleſſing,” 

«© What a pity you cannot purchaſe the 
elixir of life Vou could diſpenſe with the 
philoſopher's ſtone ; but then you muſt be 

able 
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able to communicate your ſecret to the 
lady of your choice; perhaps you would 
not chuſe ſhe ſhould ever exceed eighteen!” 
Why, that is old enough for a woman; 

but then ſhe muſt he a model of prudence, 
which I could not bear.” 

« I wiſh you would bear to finiſh dreſſ. 
ing,” interrupted Edward; 
object of your adoration 1 is to be either at 
the dinner or ball.“ 


« am afraid not. 
be there. 


I only wiſh you could 
I could eafily procure you a 


ticket, if it was not neceſſary to keep my 


father in ignorance of your arrival.” 


9 You are very kind 3 but even admit- 


ting we had no reaſons for keeping our 
meeting a ſecret, I had much rather be 
excuſed making. niy appearance at the 
ball. But as 1 fear you will not finiſh your 
toilet while I remain in your room, I ſhall 
take my leave of you for the preſent, as 1 
have ſeveral places to call at in the City. 
I ſhall dine, and probably ſpend the evening 
at the - Coftee-houſe, where, ſhould 
you 
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you have any thing to y to me, you will 
find me from five o'clock.” | 

« But why not dine where you are? I 
will take care you ſhall not ſtarve. Old 
dame Collins 1s alive, and will do her beſt, 
[ will be bound.“ 

« You are very obliging; but ſituated as 
lam at preſent, I had rather be excuſed. 
Fam happy to hear my old friend, the houſe- 
keeper, 1s well, I will pay you an early 
viſit to-morrow, if I neither ſee nor hear from 
you this evening.” 


« How ceremonious you are grown! 


However, depend upon this, the moment 


my father hears you are in town, he will 
inſiſt upon your taking up your abode in 
Crutched Friars. Hark ! that is him juſt 
drove from the door. 


have ſeen what a daſh he cuts; though he 
is by no means fond of ſhew, yet he is 
anxious to do honour to his exa/ted ſitua- 
tion: ftill he would have thought it vanity 
to have had his ſtate carriage come to the 
door a moment before he was ready to ſtep 

| | 2 0 into 
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My mother and ſiſter, I ſuppoſe, 
are gone with him ; for you muſt know he 
allows me to ſport a chariot of my own; ſo 
I am not tied to their time, or I ſhould 
have been ſummoned long ſince. However, 
my dear friend, fince you do not chule to 
become an inmate of this houſe unknown to 
my father, depend upon either ſeeing or 
hearing from me before ten o clock this 


evening.“ 
Thus the friends parted : Edward took 


the opportunity to . deliver ſome other 


letters, and William proceeded to the 
Manſion-Houle. 
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CHAP, XII. 


Fame was meanwhile buſily employed 


in circulating the heroic deeds of the young 


Naval hero. A letter had been diſpatched, 
giving an account of his brilliant achieve- 
ments, and the glorious victory he had 
obtained, by the Admiralty Board, to the 
Lord Mayor, which was put into his 
Lordſhip's hands juſt after the ladies had 
left the dinner tables. He read it aloud to 
the company, requeſting: they would join 
him in a bumper glaſs to the health of 
Lieutenant Forteſeue, the worthy pupil of 
that celebrated circumnavigator, Captain 
John Bloomfield, | 
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The Sheriff's aſtoniſhment may be cafily 
conceived, as he underſtood, from the letter 
' he had heatd read, his brother lay dan- 
gerouſly ill at the time young Forteſcue 
fought his veſſel, Exceſſively alarmed, he 
haſtily enquired who had brought the news 
of this important victory to the Admiralty? 

„The hero himſelf,” he was imme: 
diately informed. 
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« What then could have prevented him 


from coming into Crutched Friars? What 
time had the news been brought to town ?” 

His curioſity being gratified, the Sheriff 
concluded Forteſcue had been at his houſe 
aſter he left home, and determined to ſend 
immediately to enquire; but while the 
room was ringing with three times three, in 
| honour of Edward, to his increaſing wonder, 
the young hero made his appearance with 
his friend William, who led him towards 
bis father, explaining why they had agreed, 
and wiſhed to have kept his arrival in town a 
ſecret till the next day. Then kürning to the 
a Mayor, he introduced his friend as the 
Lieutenant 
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cally Nieutenant Forteſcue, to whom Great- 
letter MBritain was fo greatly indebted. - 
 dan- The young man's behaviour was highly 


applauded; but to repeat the compli- 
ments which now aſſailed him from all 
des} would appear tedious : ſuffice it to 
ſay, never was modeſt merit more honoured, 
His health was again drank with additions, 
and with the ſame plaudits, nor was his brave 


eſcue 
J, he 
neus 
alty? 
nme 


him ¶ Captain forgotten; and every gentleman 
Nhat preſent, who could get near enough, would 
n?” ſhake hands with ſo brave a defender of 
heriff their country's cauſe. At laſt he was 
z0uſe IM requeſted to take his ſeat next the Sheriff, 
ſend MM who, convinced his brother was out of all dan- 


the ger, was, like him, rejoiced that his adopted 
e, in Mon had proved himſelf worthy of his former 
ider, MI kindneſs ; for the Sheriff had none of that 
with mean jealouſy ſo prevalent among mankind : 
ards ME be was therefore ſincere in his congratula- 
ed, tions; and the compliments being over, the 
wn a bottles went briſſely round. In a ſhort 
) the time, owing to ſo flattering a reception, 
5 the WW Edward was quite at his eaſe, and was not 
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ſorry he had, in a great meaſure, been 
obliged to join this jovial loyal ſet, ſome of 
whom were very reluctant to adjourn into 
the ball- room. 

Edward would have retired, but both the 
Lord Mayor and Sheriff Bloomfield over. 
ruled every objection he made, ſaying the City 
ladies would be highly offended if he did 
not allo them to congratulate him upon 
his late exploits. His uniform might not 
be quite fo ſmart as if he had remained 
inactive at home; but it was the more 
likely, for that very reaſon, to procure hi.n 
a favourable reception from his fa r country- 


-women, who knew how to appreciate and 


eſteem ſuch zeal, loyalty, and bravery as he 
had diſplayed in the ſervice of his country; 
and he was therefore in a manner obli-ed to 
attend the gentlemen who were inclined to 
dance, into the Egyptian Hall, where he 


was firſt preſented to the Lady Mayoreſs, 


then to ſeveral other ladies in rotation, 
and finally to Mrs: and Miſs Bloomfield, 


whom he had never before ſeen ; when, to 
his 


his inf 
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is infinite aſtoniſhmgnt, and no ſmall plea- 
fure, he recognized in the latter the female 
damaritan who had ſaved him from periſhing 
under Alderman Bulford's hedge ! — the 
bovely Maria, whole purſe he had ever 
conſide red as a ſacred relic, and whoſe fea- 
tures were too deeply engraven upon his 
mind, ever to eſcape his memorv. Nor was 
Maria's more treacherous ; not vithſtanding 
the amazing alteration he had underzone, | 
ſhe recognized the youth ſhe had ſo 
charitably reſcued from perhaps certain 
death, and whom ſhe had often wiſhed 
chance would again throw in her way. 

Her evident confuſion, and heightened 


be colour, did not eſcape the notice of her 
aner, who ſaid, „I thought you bad never 
e een my daughter before, Len but 
to | begin to fancy I was miſtaken.“ 

he « | was not conſcious I had ever had 
ls, that honour, Sir, till you introduced me to 
Jn, Miſs Bloomfield, whom I very uninten- 
a tionally frightened ſome years ago,” repeat- 


Ing every thing that had occurred from the 
LS moment ; 
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moment of his firſt beholding her getticg 


over Alderman Bulford's ſtile, to their being 


Joined by that gentleman and his daughter, 
adding, Thus you find, Sir, this young 
lady's benevolence enabled me to procure 
a night's lodging, and ſome wholeſome 
food; I may therefore ſafely aſſert, ſhe was 
the preſerver of my life; and I need not 
add how rejoiced I am to recognize my 
kind benefactreſs in the niece of my honour- 
ed patron!” 

This explanation perfectly ſatisfied Mr, 
and Mrs. Bloomfield ; but Maria's agitation 
rather increaſed than diminiſhed, though 
ſhe did all in her power to appear uncon- 
cerned, declaring the Lieutenant had as 
great a right to place her preſent. to the 
ſcore of her fear as her benevolence, as ſhe 
ſcarcely knew what ſhe was about at the 
time -he mentioned; but was very happy 
that chance bad put it into her power to do 
him any ſervice.“ 

Juſt then who ſhould advance but 


Alderman Bulford and his daughter ! 
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« So, Miſs Bloomfield, ſaid the 1 
« you look quite charming to- night;“ 
Sbter WW while his daughter enquired, in an audible 
young WW whiſper, © What charming man is that 
"Ocure Bl you were {ſpeaking to, Maria?“ 
eſome « The vile wretch whom you thought 
e was had murdered me a little time fince ! It is 
| no a fact upon my honour!” ſhe continued, 
of trying to appear gay, aad rather enjoying 
nour- her leſs feeling friend's mortification. 
While this explanation was taking place 


Citing 


being 


Mr. between the two young ladies, the Alder- 
ation man was queſtioning the Sheriff, who nearly 
ouzh WM repeated what Edward had told. £ 
icon. N s!” exclaimed Bulford, 
das »ho was nearly tipſy, I remember ſome- 
the thing of a ſtrange fright I had about your 
ſhe (WH daughter; aye, I offered the young fellow 
the fix-pence, which he refuſed to take.” 
1ppy „ Nevertheleſs, Sir, your kindneſs has 
0 do ever been remembered, ſaid Edward, look- 


Ing him full in the face while ſpeaking. 
but 1 
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The Alderman had juſt ſenſe enough t 
look confuſed, and his daughter uſed her 
fan with ſome violence, the room being ſo 

warm. But Miſs Bloomfield's admirer ap. 
pearing, which was rather apropos, to claim 
her hand, and lead her away to join the 
dancers, whether it was owing to her late 
ſurpriſe or confuſion, or to any other cauſe, 
certain it is, Maria never danced ſo ill, or 
leſs to her on. ſatisfaction, 

Edward remained a ſpectator, abſolutely 
refuſing to join the feſtive ſet: but Maria 
frequently caught his eyes upon her, which 
perhaps confuſed, and put her out. 

Between two and three the Sheriff's family 
returned home, accompanied by Forteſcue, 
as neither Mr. or Mrs. Bloomfield would 
hear of his taking up his abode any where 
but in Crutched Friars, where he was put 
in poſleſſion of an excellent apartment, 
which he was deſired to conſider as his own 
while he remained in London, 

Neither Maria nor our hero ſlept much, 
though each endeavoured to baniſh the 
other 
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other from their mind ;—yet they were not 


in love; but there was a ſomething pleaſing 


in the recollection of their firſk meeting, 
Edward's heart bounded. with gratitude 
towards the lovely girl; and Maria was 
flattered at her own diſcernment. The 
young man had not only proved himſelf lar 
above the common rank at the time ſhe 
had relieved his neceſſities, but had turned 
out truly a hero; and the had ever declared 
her partiality in favour of ſuch men. Sae 
ſighed when ſhe reflected that ſhe was in a 


great meaſure engaged to another; and 


was well aſſured, if that had not been the 


- caſe, her father would never conſent to her” 


dilpoſing of her hand in favour of a favor 
of fortune, Edward had heard enough 
of the Sheriff's diſpoſition, to convince him 


that martial decds alone would not ſecure his 


favour, and as yet he was not inclined to 
elucidate the myſtery that hung over his 
birtll and future expectations; beſides, 


theſe were not times for failors to think of 


love affairs. Yct Maria was a moſt lovely 


1 girl 354 
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girl; and he had been told by her brothe; 
that the beauties of her mind were more 
than equal to thoſe of her perſon, Such 
qualities united, were ſeldom to be met 
with now-a-days; and ſuch a companion 
for life, he thought, would greatly contribute 
to the felicity of ca ſenſible, feeling man, 
She ſeemed totally free from pride and 
affectation, from what he had obſerved, aud 
what he had been told; he therefore agreed 
within himſelf, he felt a preference for her 
on that account, for he could not be in 
love with a woman he had ſcarcely ſeen:— 
beſides, that paſſion never exiſted without 
hope, and he had only reaſon to defpair, 
He therelore ſoon reſolved to think no more 
of Maria Bloomfield, or any of her ſex. 
Glory, it had been faid, ought to be 4 


ſoldier's prevalent paſſion! Then why not a 


ſallor's? And what man was more enarnour- 


ech of her than himſelf ?—He had certainly 
often wiſhed to ſee the fair female Samaritan 
again, and his curioſity had been very unex- 


<4 * ſhe was a Bloomfield, 
| theretore 


there 
aſton 
there 
bene! 
and 

reſol 
on he 
man, 
minc 
the) 
the 
perio 
Grea 
of he 


ſavec 


Such 
of in 


He 


brav 
the 


heart 
famil 
Edw 


they 
nore 
duch 
met 
mon 
bute 
nan. 

and 
and 
reed 
her 
e in 


THE SAILOR BOY. 225 


therefore he was, upon reflection, the leſs 
aſtoniſned at her benevolence ! He would 
therefore reſpect the niece of his beloved 
benefactor, and his own guardian angel; 
and forgot himſelf in the very act of 
reſolving to forget the lovely Maria: who, 
on her ſide, thought ſhe had never ſeen a 
man, in every reſpect, ſo exactly to her 
mind. How little had ſhe expected to ſee 
the youth ſhe had ſo charitably relieved, in 
the brave Forteſcue; who, in ſo ſhort a 
period, was ranked among the heroes of 
Great-Britain, and was the beloved protege 
of her dear uncle, whoſe life he had certainly 


ſaved at the imminent hazard of his own! 


Such was the phraſe her uncle made u'e 
of in his ſhort letter, which ſhe had read. 
He certainly was as humane. as he was 


brave. The more ſhe refle&ted, the more 
the feared to ſcrutinize the ſtate of her 


heart; and roſe at a late hour to Join the 
family at breakfaſt, where ſhe again met 
Edward Forteſcue, who paid her his com- 
pliments as to an old acquaintance. Never 

4 was 
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was ſhe leſs at her eaſe, yet happy, ſome- 
| how, in his company; but to add to her 
embarraſſment, juſt as he was riſing to take 
his leave, having appointed to” be at the 
Admiralty at one o'clock (Mrs, Bloomfield 
having left the room, after reminding him 
that five o'clock was their dinner hour), who 
ſhould appear but her Liliputian admirer, 
who was a nephew of Alderman Bulford's, 


and a man of the firſt requeſt on the eaſtern 


ſide of Temple Bar. | 
The Sheriff had not attended at breakfaſt, 
being buſy in his counting-houle ; and 
William had retired the moment he finiſhed 
meal. b 
Mr. Downing looked rather ſurpriſed 
upon finding the lady of his choice 
tete- dete with this handſome celebrated 
young Officer; and fancied he perceived he 
was not a very. welcome viſiter. He cer- 
tainly haſtened Edward's departure. 
Lou will. not forget your dinner en- 
gagement, Mr, Forteſcue?“ aid Maria, as 
he was leaving the room. 
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Seldom more flattered, he aſſured her 
he was not ſo much his own enemy; 
and could not help thinking, as he ſaunter— 


cd towards Whitehall, it was a thouſand 


pities ſo fine a gul ſhould fall to the 
ſhare of ſuch , an apology for a man; 
thouzh without entertaining (we will not 
ſay the* moſt diſtant wiſh, but) the moſt 
diſtant hope of ſupplanting him in her's, 
or rather her father's good graces. Indeed, 
Mr. Downing could not have preſented 
himſelf more mal. apropos, as Maria could 


not avoid making compariſons, which were 


certainly not in his favour. She therefore 
ſuffered him to expend his breath in the 
uſual routine of compliments and enquiries, 
merely replying, yes or no, as either was: 
required, till the return of her mother, WhO 
was even more anxious to promote this 
match than her huſband, though we muſt- 


own, with the beſt intentions in the world, 


fir ſhe conſidered riches as. the only true 
ſource of happineſs ;—ſhe wiſhed to render 
her daughter's felicity permanent; and that 
1 _ 


\ 
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ſhe ſhould prefer ſuch a man as For. 


teſcue, of obſcure origin, and no other 


fortune but his pay, to the rich Iſaac 


Downing, Merchant, of Five Foot Lane, 


never entered her imagination. She there— 
fore invited the latter to dinner, telling 
him he would meet the brave young ſailor 
who had gained ſuch an advantage over the 
enemies of Great-Britain, and was conle- 
quently particularly deſerving of encourage- 


ment from the mercantile part of the 


community.” 
* Is he a man of family?“ coolly aſked 


the (in his own, as well as in ſome other 
people's eſtimation) great man; “ for 1 


preſume he is not very rich, if one may 
judge from his external appearance : how- 


ever, he has certainly been very fortunate, 


for had Captain Bloomfield been in good 
health, the honours would have fallen to 
his ſhare ; but ſince the French raſcals have 


| been beat, it matters not by whom. But 


I never heard you mention the young 
Man before, Mrs. Bloomfield; it is in 


conſequence 
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conſequence of bis good fortune, I pre- 
fume, that the Captain has particularly 


recommended him to your notice?“ 
« ] never ſaw him before yeſterday,” 


replied the matron ; © and as for his family, 
] know no more about it than you do, 
though he has been at our houſe before, 


My brother-in-law met with him Very acci- 
dentally, and took a great liking to him. 
He went round the world with him ; and, 
in ſhort, is a very great favourite of his, as 


well as my ſon William's but his long 


abſence, and not having ſeen him, will 


account for my not mentioning his name to 
you. The Captain beſtous very great 
praiſe upon him in his yeſterday's -letter ; 


| therefore, as my huſband ſays, while he 


continues to deſerve. it, he ſhall always meet 
with a welcome 1n Crutched Friars.” 

« Oh dear Ma' am, I did not mean to be 
inquiſitive z ; I commend your hoſpitable 


. ſpirit, and truſt the young fellow will be 
promoted, He has been remarkably fortu- 
nate, as I ſaid before, and I think him ſtill 


more 
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more ſo, in having made himſelf an intereſt 
in your favour; though there are people 
who do not ſcruple to attribute his late vic. 
tory more to his raſhnel., than to his courage 
or ſkill. Had he tailed, he would, with 
juſtice, have been ſeverely condemned]; but 
having ſucceeded, Fame's brazen trumpet is 


buſily employed in exaggerating his merit. 


When a perſon has nothing to loſe, and 
every thing to gain, a dangerous attempt is 
ſometimes commendable. I dare ſay the 
next thing we ſhall hear, will be bis having 


received lome mark of the Royal favour; 


for ſo the wheel of Fortune goes round, my 
dear Ma'am. Some people are nothing 
to-day, and great to-morrow,” 

The young gentleman's kind intentions 
did not eſcape M-ria's notice, as he looked 
at her with a ſmile of ſelf-tnportance, as 
if expecting his eloquence would meet her 


approbation ; but ſhe honoured him with a 
glance he could not miſconſtrue, while ſhe - 


obſerved, * ſuperior merit was ſure to create 


envy. Without pretending to make any 


definitions 


TW 
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definitions between undaunted courage, and 


that ſort of raſhnels which frequently led 


even cowards to perform wonders, ſhe 


had the higheſt opinion of her uncle's diſ- 


cernment :—he had applauded what his 
Lieutenant had done, and would rejoice to 
hear that his merit and bravery had been 
properly rewarded; for what encourage- 
ment would there be for the national 
defenders, if ſuch an exploit was paſſed 
over in filence ?” leaving the room as ſhe 
ceaſed ſpeaking. 

The young gentleman, finding lhe did 
not return, ſoon took his leave, very much 
diſappointed at having ſo totally failed in 


his attempt to lower the brave failor 1n her | 


eſteem. 
Mrs. Bloomfield, without any ſhining 


qualities, was a moſt excellent woman, 


Her huſband ſhe conſidered as one of the 


firſt of human beings, and her children (he 
almoſt idolized. Whatever either of them 
ſaid, was ſure to meet her approbat ion, 


though ſhe was frequently at a lols to 
3 gueſs 
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gueſs their meaning. But they had both 
received ſo excellent an education, and were 
fo much admired and courted, that ſhe 
would have conſidered it almoſt a Crime to 
contradict them, 

When Maria found time for reflection, 
ſhe was by no means ſo well fatisfied with 
herſelf, as ſhe had been in the firſt moment 
of her warmth. She gueſſed the conftruc- 
tion that might be put upon what ſhe had 
faid, by her lover, though he would not 
dare openly to vent his ſpleen ;—bur ſhe 
could eafily perſuade her mother. It was 
her uncle's conduct, much more than the 
Lieutenant's, ſhe had endeavoured to, de- 


fend: while her own boſom told her that her 


warmth aroſe from ſomething more than 
eſteem for the latter, as ſhe had never betore 
diſtiked, though ſhe had never admired 
Mr. Downing. But ſhe now felt ſomething 
little ſhort of averſion for a man, who 
could be guilty of ſuch low ſubterfuges, to 
tarhiſh the fame of his ſuperior in every 
reſpe& but fortune. Still, as he had been 
EGS | particularly 
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particularly recommended to her notice 


both by her father and mother, without 
making any poſitive objection, ſhe had en- 
deavoured to diſcover his great merits, which 
ſhe was now convinced centered wholly in 
his riches. — Would this young Lieu- 
tenant never let his friends know who 
he really was? What miſtaken notion could 
induce him to conceal his birth, and thus 
afford his enemies a plea to ſuppole bim of 
mean origin, or the natural ſon of her worthy 
uncle? for ſuch ſhe knew was the general 
idea among the Captain's own acquaintance. 
However, whatever his birth might be, he 
had proved himſelf worthy the eſteem of 
every generous mind; and ne found, if ſhe 
was not -permitted to love, ſhe muſt ever 
eſteem the amiable youth who had been fo 
olten the ſubject of her uncle's letters. 


Full of thele reflections, and not ſatisfied 
with herſelf, nor knowing who to blame, ſhe 


thought of forming a reſolution never to 
marry at all. She was not ambitious; why 


therefore beſtow her hand upon a man whom 


her 
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her heart did not ap; rove?—No, ſhe never 
could bear the thoughts of becoming the 
wite of Downing. As ſhe knew neither of her 
parents would do more than point out the 


great advantage of ſuch an alliance, (though 


they would both object to her making What 
they would deem a very imprudent choice), 
yet, to be allowed even a negative in 
ſuch a caſe, ſhe conſidered one of the 
greateſt favours they could grant; and 
having gained tolerable compoſure, ſhe 
Joined her mother. 
__ Having had plenty. of time to compoſo 
herſelf, and arrange her ideas, at dinner 
Maria affected unuſual ſpirits. She was 
dreſſed very ſimply, while Mr. Downing 
was adorned for conqueſt in the very 
height of the reigning mode, and more than 
ever tried to diſplay his ſuperior talents and 
riches, hoping to awe the young ſailor into 
inſignificance, and make him ſenſible of his 
great inferiority, 

William, in reality, much more the man 
of alhion | than the rich Turkey merchant, 


chiefly 
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chiefly addreſſed his diſcourſe to his friend 
Edward, who had, by his advice, that very 
morning parted with a good deal of his fine 
dark brown hair, in compliance with the 
falhion, and was therefore, though very 
unknowingly, much the moſt toniſh figure 
of the three, as he had nei er worn powder, 
and his natural curls were perfectly adapted 
to the preſent ſtyle of dreſs. 

During dinner, Downing, who could not 
forbear falling into the very ſame fault that 


had fo much lowered him in Maria's eſteem 


in the morning, in hopes, perhaps, of being 
ſupported, obliquely hinted that neither 


birth nor riches were requitite to entitle a 


man to general reſpect. The French equal- 


izing ſyſtem was certainly very flattering to 


thoſe who wiſhed to puſh their way in the 


world; but he did not think the Engliſh 
Miniſtry were inclined to adopt it.” Then 


abruptly turning towards Edward, he ſaid, 
Have you any hopes of farther promeorney 
Mr. Forteſcue?“ 

6c I really 
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« I really cannot reſolve your queſtion, 


Sir,” he replied, though I am inclined 


to believe the Britiſh Miniſtry can both diſ- 


cern and reward merit, when even unſup- 
ported by either birth or fortune; as there 
have been ſeveral inſtances this war, of their 
generouſly overlooking the want of both in 
ſome of the Officers they have promoted. 
J have at all events a great honour in {tore 
for me; for I am to accompany Lord ——- 
to St. James's to-morrow, as he thinks it 
neceſſary I ſhould be preſented to our be- 
loved Monarch ; and much as I am really 


flattered by the propoſal, I moſt fincerely 


wiſh he had excuſed my attendance, for [ 
can ſuppoſe what an inſignificant being l 


ſhall appear in the eyes of many preſent. 


That, however, would not give me much 
concern ; but as I am ſo unacquainted with 
the neceſſary etiquette upon ſuch occaſions, 
and ſo unprovided in point of clothes, 
I am afraid I ſhall appear, if not defi- 
cient in reſpect, at all events unuſually 


awkward, But his Lordſhip a all 
my 
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my object ions, and even commanded me 


not to break any tailor's reſt through my 
attention to appearances, as my old uniforin 


would anſwer every purpoſe. I had there- 


fore no alternative but to promiſe to attend 
him at the appointed time; ſo if excuſes 
are neceſſary, his Lordſhip muſt take them 
upon himſelf.” 

« T only wonder, my young fend you 
ſhould wiſh to be excuſed,” replied the 
Sheriff, who, like his brother, could appre- 


ciate the ſuperior ſkill, bravery, and talents of 


the Lieutenant; “for can you, who, ſword 
in hand, boarded the Mulius Scævola, dread 
being preſented to the moſt gracious 


Monarch now reigning in Europe? The 
ſervices you have. rendered your country, 


are the moſt refined compliments you can 


pay ; and from the courtiers you will 


experience nothing but politeneſs.” 
That is the very thing, Sir, which will 

embarraſs me moſt,”” replied Edward, © for 

I am ſenſible a Court neither is, nor ever 


will be my element. I never could com- 


pliment 
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pliment in my life, therefore I foreſee ] 
ſhall not ſhine in my anſwers to what will 
be ſaid to me.” 

Tue Sheriff laughed, and ſaid, * 1 have a 
mind to ſee how you will acquit yourſelf, 
therefore I will attend the levee myſell. 
My brother, I know, will be anxious to 


hear all that paſſes upon the occaſion ; and 


though you will have an introductor of 
more conſequence, you will have no ob- 
jection to return with me.” 

« How much I feel mnpeif obliged to 


you, Sir, for thus deiguing publicly to 


notice a mere ſailor of fortune! You will 
certainly write my beſt friend a much better 
account of my firſt WR at St James 85 
than I ſhall.” EF 

Who knows but you may receive the 
honour of Knighthood, Sir?“ interrupted 
Downing, with a ſort of ſneer. 

„ ſhall not uind what I undergo, if T 
am not treated with impertinence, replied 
Edward. | 


Not liking” the turn the end ien had 


taken, Mr. Bloomfield obſerved it was 


time 


1e 


wo gl 

THE SATLOR BOY. 239 
time to think of ſetting off; telling For- 
telcue that his wife, daughter, and Mr. 
Downing had agre-d to go to a new play 
and requeiting him to be of the party.“ 
It will be a greater treat to you, Mr, 
Forteſcue, than to us; you muſt accom— 
pany us,“ ſaid Mis. Bloomfield. 

Maria ſaid nothing, but E ward thought 
he read in her looks it would not be 


| diſagreeable to her, therefore he acceded 


to the propoſal. | 
Mr. Bloomfield ſid he was not fond of 

plys;. and Wiliam had an engagement of 

long ſtanding. which he could not breaks, 


Dou ning looked very filly, his low ſpite 


han ing, as before, Iitera;ily failed, and took 
no notice of the arrangements going for— 
ward; but the Sheriff's coach having been 


ordered, the two ladies, himſelf, and 
Edward proceeded to Covent Garden. 


END OF VOL. 1. 


LANE, MINERYA-PRESS, LEADENKALL-8TREET, 


Juſt publiſted, 


JEANNETTE, 


FOUR VOLUMES, 120. 


Price 147. ſexved, 


4 IK. 58 


. 


ROS 
155 
"2% 420 
x5 1 


